
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
Balally Parish 

  3rd February 2019                              4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
 

 

Parish Office Open Hours:  

Tuesday to Friday from 10.30am – 

12.30pm.  Tel: 01-2954296,  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie   

Co– Parish Priest: 
Fr Peter Byrne:  

Tel: 089-48246f1  
Email: fr.peterfrancisb@gmail.com                                                 

     
Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095  

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com   

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

 

The Deep End: Joseph’s Son 
A Prophet is never welcome in his home town. This familiar saying paraphrases the words of Jesus in today’s Gospel: “I 
tell you solemnly, no prophet is ever accepted in his own country”. We  might find ourselves sympathising with Jesus on 
this front: that feeling that no matter what we have done in our adult life, in our homeplace we are still identified with the 
child we were or the family we came from . Sadly there are some who seem to delight in taking others down a peg or two 
and ensuring they don’t get ideas ‘above their station’  Perhaps we ourselves have this tendency sometime . We can be 
guilty of pigeonholing people, of silencing their voices because their message comes in the wrong package. We don’t al-
ways recognise the prophets among us. Do we listen to young people’s opinions? Do we dismiss the experience and wis-
dom of elderly people? Are we biased against certain groups of people, or do we shoot people down before they even 
speak, just because we have disagreed with something they said in the past? Jesus, the carpenter’s son, faces this attitude in 
today’s Gospel. Returning home to Nazareth he impresses his former neighbours at first with his preaching, but as soon as 
he challenges them, they turn on him. They refuse to listen to his message of hope and inclusion. They hustle him out of 
town and attempt to throw him from a cliff. Joseph’s son’ should not be speaking to them in this manner. Joseph’s son 
should know his place.   Tríona Doherty Athlone, Co Roscommon. tríonad@gmail.com 
 

Mass Times & Intentions:  

Sunday 3rd February  

10.00am: Michelle Mc Gowan/ Pat Hartin  (4th A)                                    

        Hugh & Mary Kane (25th Anniversary) 

12.00 noon :Brendan Clarke/ Brendan Byrne/                  

Michael   & Anne Arthur & Family/ Jimmy Moran 

(7th A)                    

 
Monday 4th Feb—Saturday 9th February   
10.00am   
Monday: Brendan Clarke 

Tuesday: Sheila Keaerney/ Kevin Lyons  

Wednesday:  Mary Fahy & David Jordan/  

Brian Martin ( Months Mind) 

Thursday: Mass in St Mary’s, Sandyford 

Friday:  Michael Clancy/ Margaret Hannon 

Saturday: John Cassidy/ Special Intention/ Denis 

(Donie) Toomey   

Sunday: 10th  February 

 10.00am:Ann Mac Giolla Fhearga/ David Brodrick 

(2nd Anniversary) / Kay Meegan (2nd Anniversary)  

12 noon: Bill & Florence Pender & Ann Stilliard/ Mick 

Gilleran/ Paddy Martin (Months Mind) 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month  at 
1.00pm  

View the Live Broadcast of our services  

Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-
live/ for a live streaming of our  Services… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Wel-
come. 

    Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and re-
flection - is held here in the church every Friday 

morning after the 10.00amMass                                                                                       

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 6:00p.m.
(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays:   10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and 7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                         
after Mass on Saturdays/ 

Confessions by request 

This Week…   

“Children of confirmation and communion-
classes participated by reflecting on the             
importance of names and what  the name  
Christian means. They helped  each other in the 
prayers of the faithful, bringing up the gifts and 
giving the communion reflection.                         
The family Mass team, the Do This in Memory team and teachers 
and schools did a great job.                                                                    
It was also a week whereby the new website presentation went live;  
fruit of the work of a very dedicated team and the input of                       
parishioners.                                                                                       
The Board of Management of the Parish Centre had their meeting to 
analyse the accounts and to approve continued upgrading of the 
centre and debate  suggestions made by the finance committee. All 
this work is done in the back ground by parishioners who donate 
their time and talents to the ongoing life of the Parish.                      
Informal meetings were held on the theme of the this year’s Lenten 
journey and great ideas are developing to form the Spiritual Fitness 
Programme for Lent … soon to be published.  

 

 

The struggle of faith   
Jesus said: “I tell you                 
solemnly, no prophet is ever 
accepted in his own                        
country”. The word prophet 
conjures up the image of 
someone who foretells the 
future, a bit like a                      
fortune-teller.  No!  A 
prophet is someone who gets 
to the deepest reality of human life and is able to              
proclaim that this deepest reality will come to the 
surface sooner or later and calls us to make it sooner.  
Generally, people don’t like to hear about these deep-
est realities because they get used to the way things 
are.  A good example of this is: the deepest reality of 
marriage is that it is a sacrament, a source of Christ’s 
presence in and salvation of the world we live in. 
Couples need to do a lot more to bring their love to 
that pitch. Every home is a Domestic Church, a sa-
cred place.  Every parish is the living Body of Christ.  
We have a lot of change to work on. 
 
Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 
 

What did the Pope say in Ireland? 

Perhaps what you are really asking me is something even more basic: Is there anything precious that endures at all? This 
is the question. It seems that nothing beautiful or precious lasts. “Isn’t there anything precious that lasts? Even love 
 itself? (Pro-Cathedral, 25th August 2018) 
        Did he really say that?  

Reflecting on the Gospel of St Luke                         

Opening the Bible:                                                                                

Integrating God's Word into my life in Lent 

During the season of Lent, we will be offering a 

weekly Scripture course in the parish looking at 

the Gospel of the  following Sundays (St Luke)                                                            

The course will run on Monday nights: 4th, 11th, 

18, & 24th March,  1st & 8th April, at 7.30pm.   If you are        

interested in participating in the course please contact the Parish  

Office  01 2954296 or  email: parishofbalally@eircom.net 

28th Divine Mercy Conference:   

Divine Mercy Conference Committee wish to 
invite you to their annual conference on the 
23rd, 24th February  in the RDS, Ballsbridge. On 
Friday night, 22nd February, we are continuing 
our very successful  addition to the programme 
which includes Holy Mass, Adoration and Con-
fessions and which is aimed specially for our 
young people. This year’s theme is:   

Let Us Not Be Put to the Test (Mt.6:13).  Full 
schedule available from www.dublindicoese.ie/
noticeboard -   All welcome. 

Galilee to Jerusalem 2019 trip  from  May 28th -June 7th  2019 - Group 
Leader, Mícheál de Barra and Spiritual Director, Fr. John Newman 
(Bible Scholar)   Contact Mícheál at 086 8337681 or email cultural-
toursireland@gmail.com for more details.  

http://www.dublindicoese.ie/noticeboard
http://www.dublindicoese.ie/noticeboard
http://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjS59CQyZrgAhXuThUIHe1BBScQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.catholicprayercards.org%2Fdivine_mercy_items%2Fspanish-divine-mercy-chaplet-prayer-card.html&psig=AOvVaw2
mailto:culturaltoursireland@gmail.com
mailto:culturaltoursireland@gmail.com


 

The Parish BINGO  

 is  held every Friday at 

8.30pm in the Pastoral 

Centre.                           

Balally Parish 400 Club  

Congratulations to our                                        
January winners: 

 €1,000: Nora Connolly 

€300: D & H Kearns  

€200: Frank Nerney   

€100:  Seán Fitzsimons 

Did you ever think of 
joining?                                                                   

Subscription: €10 per month  

Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 01-2954296 

         Naomh Olaf GAA Club                                                                          
 Luke Murphy and Adam Mejynski have 
been selected on the  Dublin Minor Football 
Squad.  Luke Doran has been selected on the 

Dublin under 20 Football Squad.  Fin Murphy has again been 
selected on the Dublin Minor Hurling Squad.  Ciarán Foley and 
Donal Leavy who played Minor Hurling for Dublin last year are 
now on the Dublin under 20 Hurling Squad.  Result of the un-
der 16 Football Championship Semi-Final, Colaiste Eoin 2- 10 
Saint Benildus 2- 9.  The Academy continues indoors for the 
Winter on Saturday’s and Sunday’s for boys and girls respec-
tively.  Those born in 2011 at 9 a.m.  Those born in 2012 at 10 
a.m. and for those born 2013/2014 at 11 a.m. Boys and girls are 
welcome to join any weekend.  The Farmers Market which had 
been held in Leopardstown Race Course for some years in now 
based in Naomh Olaf G.A.A Clubhouse.  It is held every Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Sympathy is extended to the De Veale 
family Balally Drive on the death of Brian’s father Claus de 
Veale.  Claus a native of Holycross County Tipperary was a life 
long G.A.A. man and he was a very valued member of Naomh 
Olaf G.A.A Club for the past twenty years.  The Club formed a 
Guard of Honour before and after his funeral Mass in Holy 
Cross Church, Dundrum, on Monday Last.  To his wife Helen 
and family Barton Road East, we also extend our deepest sym-
pathy.  Leaba I measc na naomh dá anam dílis.  There was no 
winner of the Lotto Jackpot.  The numbers drawn were 19, 26 
and 31.  This week’s Jackpot is €1,600. 

 Silence is God’s first language.  Everything else is a poor translation.” These are the words of the American 

Trappist monk, Thomas Keating, who died last October at the age of 95. He developed a method of silent 

prayer, which he called “centering prayer”.  The website of the global Contemplative Outreach movement 

which he founded provides many resources for the method and practice of this kind of prayer, which Fr Keat-

ing saw as a movement beyond conversation with Christ to communion with Christ. Access this valuable website at 

www.NewPilgrimPath.ie  

St. Olaf's National School                       

are hosting a Casino Night on the 9th 
of February 2019 at 8pm in the  Radisson 
Hotel, Stillorgan as part of our 50 years 
celebrations. This event is open to past pupils, for-

mer staff and the current parents in St. Olaf's. It is an over 18’s 
event.   Tickets are now on sale in the school office and are €45 
per  person which includes casino, dinner and dancing.     

        Child Safeguarding  - The new updated Diocesan Safeguarding Policy, 
was launched at Deanery meetings throughout the Dioceses. This document 

clearly outlines the policies and procedures that all parishes must have in place to safeguard children. Should anyone want a 
copy of this document, it can be downloaded from the Dublin Diocesan Child Safeguarding & Protection Service website 
or alternatively, you can contact any member of the Parish team, who in turn will email you a copy.  You will be pleased to 
know the child safeguarding is the first item on every Parish Pastoral council and team meeting 

One Day Safeguarding Training Programme – January to June 2019  The following people must complete this training if they 
have not done so in the last three years or at all: Parish Clergy, Parish Safeguarding Reps, Parish Staff, Sacristans and anyone 
working directly with children. Dates are as follows: 

Date                                                       Venue                                                     Time 

09.03.2019                                   Yellow Walls, Malahide                   9.30am to 3.30pm 

23.03.2019                                   Arklow, Co. Wicklow                        9.30am to 3.30pm 

06.04.2019                                   Greystones, Co. Wicklow                 9.30am to 3.30pm 

11.05.2019                                   Templeogue, Dublin 6.                     9.30am to 3.30pm  

18.05.2018                                   Clonliffe College                                 9.30am to 3.30pm  

NATIONAL CENTRE FOR LITURGY                                     

10 Week course in Pastoral Liturgy.                                 

The cost of the course is €200 for the 10 

weeks.  The course will begin on  Wednesday 6 

February and run right through to 13 March when there is 

a break for a week – 20 March.  Class will resume on 27 

March and run to 10 April.  Holy Week and Easter Week 

will be free.  The final class is on 1st May.  The National 

Centre for Liturgy is committed to work of Liturgical For-

mation in parishes.   For further Information Contact:  Na-

tional Centre for  Liturgy,  St Patrick’s College, 

Maynooth, Co. Kildare Email: liturgy@spcm.ie                                                  

Telephone: 01-7083478 

Garry Kehoe. 

Training & Devolpment Co-ordinator, 

Dublin Diocesan Child Safeguarding & 
Protection Service. 

http://www.NewPilgrimPath.ie


 

 

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US   

             TEL: 01 2932828 

       St Olaf’s Ladies Club 
       Wednesday 6th February at 8.30 

pm in St Olaf’s School. 
       “Talk by a solicitor” 
New members welcome 

 

A FUND RAISING BRIDGE/COFFEE  

 Will be held 

On Wednesday February 6th 2019 

10:00am—12:00 The Wishing Well Pub 

Newtown Park Avenue, Blackrock 

The €10 Subscription will go towards funding of 

Specialised Paediatric Equipment  

at the new  

NATIONAL REHABILITATION HOSPITAL  

Rochestown Ave., Dun Laoghaire. 

GIFTS FOR A RAFFLE WOULD BE MUCH  

APPRECIATED 

Further details from Maeve Harkness (087 2246043) 

who would be pleased to hear from any other Bridge 

Clubs that might like to participate in this project 

 Geraldine’s Green Top Tip of the week: 
Continuing with reducing household energy, get 
lids for your pots and keep them on while cook-
ing.  This helps two-fold, keeping energy from 
escaping, therefore quickening the cooking time 
and the       heating up time. 

Singing Course     Sarah Lane, Our Choir 
Director is  offering a free 10 week course 
of sight reading/singing classes to any adult   
interested in learning how to read music.   The classes start-
ed  last Tuesday evening in the choir gallery from 7.30pm - 
8pm and all are welcome and no previous experience is 
required. This course is only open to adults. The usual choir 
practice will follow 

Get Well                                                                          
to all our parishioners who are sick, 

at home or in hospital,  
we wish you a speedy recovery  

 

Three Rock Panorama, your local Community 
Magazine, is on sale this weekend at all the usual 

outlets.  

A screening of a Movie that has Faith 

at its Heart.  

Each month Parishioners are invited to enjoy 

a movie that has a faith message and spiritual 

resonance for our daily lives.   

 This month’s film is:  

 PAUL, APOSTLE OF CHRIST  

Running Time: 108mins Approx  (+10mins Interval) Certificate: 15 

(Scenes of moderate violence)  Starring James Faulkner as St. Paul 

and Jim Caviezel as St. Luke  

In Paul, Apostle of Christ, We witness Luke the physician risk his 

life to visit Paul who is held captive in a Roman prison under 

Nero’s rule. Together, they struggle under a determined emperor 

and the frailties of the human spirit in order to live out the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ as an example of an unbelieving world.  

 Take your seats on THURSDAY: 21st February @8pm in 

Sandyford Pastoral Centre (Beside St. Mary’s Church)  

 No door charge, Popcorn and refreshments will be available on the 

night at the coffee dock. (All Children should be accompanied by a 

Parent.)  

                    Week of Guided Prayer 

Have you ever wished you had more time to reflect a little 

on your life, on its meaning, on your relationship with 

God… A week of Guided Prayer which the parish is    of-

fering from February 17th –23rd will do just that.  A WGP 

is also called a retreat in daily life. You don’t have to go 

away to a retreat house but you have the opportunity to 

meet a trained Prayer Guide for half an hour each day.               

A Prayer Guide will first of all listen to you, and then , 

through the use of Scripture, guide you to recognise where 

God is with you and has been with you in all the ups and 

downs of your life. Further information will be given at all 

Masses this weekend, and people will be available after 

Mass to answer any further questions you may have and to 

hand out leaflets for application etc. Don’t let this unique 

opportunity pass you by….. 

The snowdrops 
arrive first, 
seemingly  ten-
tative and deli-
cate, but with a            
resilience that 

sees them accept sunshine and dark, and deal with mild or 
hasher days. With the showier daffodils, they spell hope and 
promise and help us to recognise the lengthening days.   
Agus Lá le Bríde ar láimh, guímís go meadfaí do dóchas. You 
will be welcome to join us here in Manresa for 
any of our events  - or for such time as you 
may be able to arrange.  
May you find yourself seeking, finding 
and cherishing light in these darkening days.                                                          
Piaras Jackson SJ, Director                                                              
Manresa Jesuit Centre of Spirituality,             
426 Clontarf Road, Dollymount, Dublin D03 
FP52  T:353 1 8331352                                           
https://www.manresa.ie 

https://www.fiftyflowers.com/product/blush-mini-calla-lily-flower.htm
https://www.manresa.ie/contact



