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The Deep End: .Into the Wilderness 
Lent is a great season where we are called to fasting, almsgiving and prayer. While our motivations may vary from weight 
loss to genuine spiritual journeying, this is a season where we take time to stop and take stock of our lives. What’s there? 
What’s there that shouldn’t be there? Are there things in my life that I need to change, to move around , to let go of ? Are 
there obstacles in the way of my relationship with Jesus and with the world around me? Given the extent of the climate            
crisis that the world now finds itself in and Ireland’s dismal record on climate action, lent would be an excellent time for 
each of us to examine our relationship with the earth in the hope that we might recognise the interconnectedness of all 
things.  We might fast from our cars when we can, or look at how much food, clothes and energy we consume. How are  
our recycling habits? You might pledge to read Laudato Si, Pope Francis’ encyclical on the environment, during Lent and  
perhaps to ask a few friends to join you. Whatever you decide to do, embrace this very special time. In the Gospel we are 
given   encouragement as we read that Jesus is being led by the Spirit into the wilderness. The wilderness is not a place to be 
feared: it can be a place of transformation; a place where God is ultimately in control. We might encounter our demons and  
temptations there, but that is part of the journey. As with all things, we will get out of Lent what we put in. The more we put 
in, the greater the celebration on Easter Sunday morning   Jane Mellett: mellettj@gmail.com 

Mass Times & Intentions:  

Sunday 10th March:  

10.00am: Dan O’Neill (15th Anniversary)/Stephen 

Kelly/ George Hutchinson(11th Anniversary) 

 

12.00 noon:  Michael Murphy(2nd Anniversary)  

Bridget Kavanagh (3rd Anniversary) Jim, Sheila, 

Charles & James Walsh/ Clara Sam Maxwell  

(1st Anniversary) 

 
Monday 11th  - Saturday 16th  March 10.00am 
Monday: Judy Leahy 
Tuesday:  Emer Rafferty &William Doyle 
Wednesday: Mary Kenny 
Thursday: Mass in St Mary’s, Sandyford 

Friday: Bridget Doran (4th Anniversary)/  

Michael O’ Kane  

Saturday: Michael O’ Kane 

Sunday 17th  March   Feast of St Patrick 

10.00am: Michael & Kathleen Sheehy 

12 noon:  Tommy Dargan/ Tom Fahy 

Parish Office Open Hours 

Tuesday to Friday from 10.30am 

12.30pm     Tel: 01 2954296 

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net  

Web: www.balallyparish.ie 

    Co-Parish Priest: 

    Fr Peter Byrne 

   Tel: 089 4824671 

   Email: fr.peterfrancisb@gmail.com 

  Fr Dermot A Lane Tel:  01 2956165 

         Pastoral Centre 

        Tel: 01 2953095 

        Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

        Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

In the Desert, Satan offers three temptations to Christ    

Michael O’Brien 

mailto:fr.peterfrancisb@gmail.com


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month  at 
1.00pm  

View the Live Broadcast of our services  

Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-
live/ for a live streaming of our  Services… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Wel-
come. 

    Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and re-
flection - is held here in the church every Friday 

morning after the 10.00amMass                                                                                       

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 
6:00p.m.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays:   
10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and 7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                         
after Mass on Saturdays/ 

This Week…  Breaking News… “Come back to 
me with all your heart”   

This Week: Breaking News… “Come 
back to me with all your heart.”   
 
It all happened very quickly; the children placed their painted  
alleluias in the basket, and in a jiffy, the Alleluias were deposited 
in the tomb under the altar which was then sealed by the two 
strongest men in the Parish. Indeed the children from the DTIM 
had quickly identified the relationship between this gesture and the 
death and resurrection of Jesus. So it came to pass that Lent began 
early in Balally. A sheet was distributed to all Mass goers with 
suggestions for the time of Lent and the extra events that will take 
place in Balally/Sandyford over the wonderful time of  
Quadragesima, the forty days of Lent.  
 
On Monday night the first group of Lenten Walkers clocked up 
18,000 steps (together), and then they fled from the cold into the 
warm Parish Centre where a big group of Parishioners participated 
in the first of the Scripture Course / reflections directed by Sister 
Therese Fitzgerald. Indeed Lent had started early this year. There 
was a great desire to make this time meaningful and let it stand out 
as the Spiritual Season. 
 
The Parish was represented at the Deanery meeting where local 
parishes meet from time to time to overview what is happening 
and to exchange information, ideas and official communications 
 
After Mass on Tuesday there was a stampede into the Parish  
Centre as there was a once-a-year Pancake extravaganza with  
speciality pancakes that no one wanted to miss.  
 
On Ash Wednesday there was significant participation in the  
distribution of Ashes at the three Liturgies. Everyone was  
challenged to ‘Repent and believe in the Gospel’ and to remember 
that we are dust and to dust we shall return. The Parish has begun 
its yearly journey back to God. 

 Jesus is Lord Jesus was led by the spirit through 
the wilderness and was tempted there by the devil 
for forty days.” As we begin Lent, we are put in 
touch with the basic temptations of human life that 
can lead us to disaster.  The first of these is pride.  
This does not mean thinking well of ourselves but 
rather thinking of ourselves as the only and most 
important thing in our lives. During this time, we are 
invited to sort out our priorities once again.  
The second temptation is the power that makes us 
want to prove that we are better than others. The 
only power we should exercise as followers of 
Christ is the power of love through which we forget  
ourselves, die to ourselves so that others may have 
life.  Lent is also a time to change our ways of life 
that are not in accordance with God’s ways as the 
third temptation is presumption. God does  
respect our choices and  rewards and punishes us  
accordingly Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

What did the Pope say in Ireland?   Jesus’ love is, for couples a rock and refuge in times of trail, but more importantly, 
a source of constant growth in pure and enduring love. Gamble big, for your entire life! Take a risk! Because mar-
riage is also a risk, but it is a risk worth taking. For your whole life, because that is how love is. (Pro-Cathedral, 25th 
August 2018)                                     Did he really say that?  

 Geraldine’s Green Top Tip of the week: 
Let us reflect on another excerpt from “Grandad’s 
Prayers of the Earth” by Douglas Wood. 

 
“All the beings of the world pray,” said my  

Grandad, “as they slip through the forest or sparkle 
in the water... as they climb mountainsides or soar 

into the clouds or burrow into the earth. Each living thing gives 
its life to the beauty of all life and that gift is its prayer.” 

Get Well                                                   
to all our parishioners who are sick, at 

home or in  
hospital, we wish you speedy  

recovery  

Mindfulness Group                                                                  
The next meetings will take place on:                               
Monday 18th March                                                                    
at 7.30 to 8.30.In the Upper Room,     
accessible from the Church Porch . If you are       
interested, further  information is  available from the 
Parish Office or  ph. 087 4178926. All are Welcome 
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The Parish BINGO is  held every 

Friday  at 8.30pm in the                       

Pastoral  Centre.  

Balally Parish 400 Club  

Next Draw 31st March 

Did you ever think of joining?                                                                   

Subscription:€10 per month  

Ph: 087 2577651 or                                        
Parish Office 01-2954296 

          

         Naomh Olaf GAA Club                                    
Congratulations to the Dublin senior football 
team on their League victory over Roscom-

mon on Sunday last.  David Byrne played in the full back posi-
tion and gave another fine performance.  Commiserations to 
The St. Benildus College Hurling team defeated by Castlecom-
er Community School in the Leinster Senior “B” Hurling Final 
in Newbridge on Friday the 1st March.  Naomh Olaf had 10 
players on the St Benildus team panel.  The March edition of 
the Panorama Magazine is now available in the usual outlets.  
It carries an Appreciation of Brian Martin, Balally Drive, who 
died recently.  Brian was a founder member of Naomh Olaf 
G.A.A. Club, and served as a team mentor for a number of 
years.  The Club is hosting a number of Goalkeeping Coaching 
Events.  Goalkeeping Specialist Damien Sheridan is conduct-
ing the Events.  Anyone who was unable to attend the first 
Event is welcome to attend the remainder of them. The Naomh 
Olaf Club is hosting a number of live music events in the Club-
house in the coming year.  The first of such events was held on 
Saturday the 2nd March and was very much enjoyed by the  
reasonably good attendance.  There was no winner of the Lotto 
Jackpot.  The numbers drawn were 5, 14 and 28.  This week’s 
Jackpot is €1,300. 

New Pilgrim Path Website of the 
Week: The Jesuit websites Sacred Space 
and Pray As You Go have  
combined to offer an online Lent Re-
treat. The retreat engages with an audio 
adaptation of a new book by Gemma 

Simmonds CJ, which draws on the story and prayer tradi-
tion of St Ignatius of Loyola, together with the contribu-
tion of the seventeenth-century Yorkshire woman, Mary 
Ward. You can access it at www.NewPilgrimPath.ie 

        Child Safeguarding  - The new updated Diocesan Safeguarding Policy, 
was launched at Deanery meetings throughout the Dioceses. This document 

clearly outlines the policies and procedures that all parishes must have in place to safeguard children. Should anyone want a 
copy of this document, it can be downloaded from the Dublin Diocesan Child Safeguarding & Protection Service website 
or alternatively, you can contact any member of the Parish team, who in turn will email you a copy.  You will be pleased to 
know the child safeguarding is the first item on every Parish Pastoral council and team meeting 

One Day Safeguarding Training Programme – January to June 2019  The following people must complete this training if they have 
not done so in the last three years or at all: Parish Clergy, Parish Safeguarding Reps, Parish Staff, Sacristans and anyone working di-
rectly with children. Dates are as follows: 

Date                                                       Venue                                                     Time 

23.03.2019                                   Arklow, Co. Wicklow                        9.30am to 3.30pm 

06.04.2019                                   Greystones, Co. Wicklow                 9.30am to 3.30pm 

11.05.2019                                   Templeogue, Dublin 6.                     9.30am to 3.30pm  

18.05.2018                                   Clonliffe College                                 9.30am to 3.30pm  

         Balally Parish 

Lenten Scropture Course:                                                      

Opening the Bible: Integrating 

God's Word into my life in Lent  

The weekly Scripture course looking 

at the Gospel of the following Sunday. The course  con-

tinues on Monday nights: 11th, 18th , & 24th March, 1st 

& 8th April, at 7.30pm. If you are  interested in  partici-

pating in the course please contact the Parish Office      

01 2954296 or  email: parishofbalally@eircom.net. Cost: 

donation 

Contact: Garry Kehoe. 

Training & Devolpment Co-ordinator, 

Dublin Diocesan Child Safeguarding & 
Protection Service. 

Ph: 01-8360314    Mob: 086-0841734 

       Child Safeguarding 
Garry Kehoe will present the child safeguarding  information session on Friday March 22nd at 11.40am in St. Anne's 
Resource Centre, Shankill. We would like to open this up to ministers and volunteers from other  parishes in the                    
Deanery. No need to book in advance, everyone welcome. Tea and Coffee will be served from 11.15am.    

Well done to the pancake ladies: Iris, Marion and Liz who were 

very busy on Pancake Tuesday flipping pancakes for all the  

parishioners.  Delicious! 

 
“ Let Today Be The Day You Give UP Who 

You’ve Been For Who You Can Become”  

http://www.NewPilgrimPath.ie


 

 

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US   

             TEL: 01 2932828 

  

 
 

Full Circle Financial Services                     
Limited specialising in:- 

  Mortgages, New and Remortgaging  

  Life Assurance Cover 

  Financial Reviews 

   Pensions advice  

120  Lower Kilmacud Road, Stillorgan,               
Co Dublin 

Office: 01 2530060 
Email: info@fcfinancial.ie 
Web: www.fcfinancial.ie 

Full Circle Financial Services Limited is                     
regulated by the Central Bank of  Ireland 

 

 
 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I N N 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team today 

on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

 

EARTH HOUR 

What kind of world do we want to leave to 

children who are now growing up?  What is 

happening to the earth our common home? 

To reflect on these questions of Pope Francis, 

join with the millions of people  all over the 

world who will turn off lights for Earth Hour 

on March 30th in recognition of our global 

responsibility for the climate change which is 

already devasting lives and threatening the 

future of our planet. Come to Earth Hour for 

a candlelit hour of prayer,  

poetry, music and reflection in the church on   

Saturday 30th March 8.30 - 9.30pm  

 
St. Mary’s Pro-Cathedral  - St Kevin’s Oratory  - 

LENT WEDNESDAYS 

A Springtime of Faith                                                                  
with Fr Kieran J. O’Mahony, OSA 

11.15 am to 12.30 pm— 13, 20, 27 March   

3, 10 April 

   ( With an option to attend Mass before or after)   - 
    Masses at 10.30am and 12.45pm 

The bells.. the bells.  
Frank Nerney  and Fr Peter making plans to fix the church bell.  

    FaithFest Retreat:                                                                                                           

Have you been to FaithFest? Are you in Secondary School?                                                                     

If so you are eligible for and will love our Faithfest Retreat. It is a chance to build 

friendships, enjoy adventure and get to know God. Ovoca Manor is our venue and is an 

adventure centre which combines adventure and exploring faith.                                                     

If Interested, please download and fill in the consent form from www.evangelisation.ie. 

Please return it to the address advertised on the form to ensure your booking.  

 The Encounter. Join other young adults 

for a night of live acoustic music, 

reflective prayer in adoration, with guest 

speaker on life, faith and purpose.  

Followed by social, pizza and refresh-

ments. Our next Encounter will be Friday 

22nd March at 8pm. We are delighted to 

announce that Ciaran Coll will be our guest 

speaker and our Musician for the night. 

Email st.pauls@dublindiocese.ie 

www.facebook.comtheencounterdublincity  
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