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    The Deep End: A Saint for Dark Times   
It’s perfectly understandable: Thomas is having trouble believing that Jesus has returned to be with his friends again. The  
disciples, who witnessed Jesus’ arrest, torture, death and burial, are now talking about having seen Jesus in the flesh again.            
It sounds impossible. Thomas was not there when Jesus first appeared to the disciples, so of course he is doubtful. Thomas’  
moment of doubt earned him the nickname ‘Doubting Thomas’, and I sometimes think this is a little unfair. Or rather, I feel 
that Thomas’ wobble of faith does not necessarily cast him in a negative light – it makes him easier to relate to. He is grieving 
after the death of his master and friend. He is not ready to hear the words of comfort and consolation offered by the others, 
when they tell him ‘We have seen the Lord.’ His pain is too deep. He can’t believe it, or won’t believe it, until he experiences 
it for himself. And when he does finally encounter Jesus, an agonising eight days later, his declaration of faith is swift: ‘My 
Lord and my God!’ We can almost hear the relief and joy in this exclamation. We all know that life can be painful and messy 
at times. It can be hard to hang onto our faith when we are in pain, or grieving, or anxious. It might be difficult to accept the 
assurances of others that God is with us and will help us through it. We might also struggle to pray. In dark times, sometimes 
we just can’t see the light. Thomas is a saint for those times of darkness and doubt. In our darkest days, may we, like Thomas, 
encounter the healing presence of the Risen Christ.  
 Tríona Doherty Athlone, Co Roscommon  Email: tríonad@gmail.com 

Parish Office Open Hours:                  

Tuesday to Friday  10.30am – 12.30pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie   

Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: fr.peterfrancisb@gmail.com               

Fr Dermot A. Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                             

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com  

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

Mass Times & Intentions:   

Sunday 28th April  Divine Mercy Sunday 

10.00am: Brendan Lande 

12 noon:   Michael & Gretta Burke/ John Perry  

3rd Annv) / Tony Roe (1st Annv)/ Don & Joseph 

Conroy (10th Annv) 

Monday 29th April - Saturday 4th May 10.00am 

Monday: Special Intention 

Tuesday  Maurice Reynolds (3rd Annv)/ Shay Ryan 

Wednesday: Laverne Rourk/Rosemary McGrath/  

Catherine Spencer 

Thursday: Mass in Sandyford 

Friday: Alter List of Dead 

Saturday: Kate Irwin (7thAnnv)/ Denis Carroll &  
Margaret Carroll 
 
Sunday 5th May 

10.00am: Joseph & Jane Kelly 

 

12 noon:  John Lester/ Michael Arthur/                                   

Walter Shilling (4th Annv)  

The Lord said to Thomas “Give me your hand, put it into 

my side- Doubt no longer”                             Artist: He Qi 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month  at 
1.00pm  

View the Live Broadcast of our services  

Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-
live/ for a live streaming of our liturgies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

    Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and reflection 
- is held here in the church every Friday morn-
ing after the 10.00amMass                                                                                       

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 6:00p.m.(Youth 

Mass) Mondays to Fridays:   10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and 7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                         
 after Mass on Saturdays/ 

Confessions by request 

Get Well   to all our parishioners who are sick, at home or in  
hospital, we wish you a speedy  recovery  

Joint Church Community Project CLG:   

VACANCY For Caretaker/Grounds person/                                              

Community Employment  Ref: CES 2106643.                                                  

Duties to include: Maintaining Grounds, Grass     

Cutting, Weed Control, Litter Management, Gen-

eral Maintenance Duties, Routine Painting, Setting 

up facilities for groups, other Ad hoc duties.  Ap-

plicants must supply suitable character references and be prepared 

to complete Garda vetting. Informal enquiries to the Supervisor 

Sheila Flanagan 01-2953224 Email: Sheila@tiernans.ie 

Christ, the living one 
Thomas said: “Unless I see the 
holes that the nails made in his 
hands and can put my finger 
into the holes they made, and 
unless I can put my hand into 
his side, I refuse to                    
believe”.  Thomas has gone down in history with 
the nickname Doubting Thomas and is often re-
ferred to in relation to those who are always ques-
tioning.  And that is one of his roles, to assure us 
that questions and doubts are an important part of 
true faith.  We can so easily look only for certainty 
and perfection and then we will believe and hope 
and love.  Our call is to believe in the setting of un-
certainty, to hope even though there is insecurity, to 
love in spite of a lack of perfection.  There can be 
no doubt that all of these are present in our lives 
and our Church today.  It is often because we can 
see the gaping holes in the Body of Christ left there 
by so many scandals, or because we are asked to 
put our hands into his side opened by the sins of 
one another that we find it difficult to believe. And 
unfortunately, many give up.                                          
Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

The image above is the Resurrection (the Anastasis) from the church of St 

Saviour in Chora (Constantinople).                                                                              

 Visiting the Wise – Volunteers wanted . 
Are you interested in making new friends , meeting interesting                  
people and enriching your life ? If your answer is yes then why not 
consider joining us as a volunteer in  Visiting the Wise in 
Sandyford /Balally parish . The Visiting the Wise group has been 
active over the last number of years with volunteers visiting older 
members of our community in their home, some of whom are house 
bound, on a regular basis and we also hold a monthly social event in 
the parish centre in Sandyford to which they come and fully                    
participate .                                                                                                                
Volunteers have found the experience enriching as they got to know  
these members of our community who have shared their experience 
of the past and their insights into the events  of today . Without                    
exception we have gained so much as we have moved from complete 
strangers to being trusted and valued companions. 
  If you would like to join us and help us respond to an increasing 
interest from this group for a visitor then please leave you name in 
the parish office and join us in May when there be an introduction 
programme run one evening per week over  five weeks . 

Balally COPD   (Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease) Peer Support & Exercise Group  

will be launched on Monday 13th May 2019 at 11.45 am in Balally Family Resource Centre, Scout Den, Wedgewood 
(behind Balally Shopping Centre) 

Join us for an exercise class designed for people with lung conditions.  Bring a friend of family member 

Stay for a cup of tea and chat in a friendly welcoming environment. For people with COPD or any lung condition. 

For information phone Wendy at 086 041 5228 
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The Parish BINGO  

is  held every Friday  

 At  8.30pm                                                       

in the Pastoral  Centre.      

    All welcome   

                            

Balally Parish 400 Club                                   

 

Did you ever think of joining?                                                                   

Subscription:€10 per month  

Ph: 087 2577651 or                                           
Parish Office 01-2954296 

One Day Safeguarding Training Programme – January to June 2019  The following peo-
ple must complete this training if they have not done so in the last three years or at 
all: Parish Clergy, Parish Safeguarding Reps, Parish Staff, Sacristans and anyone 
working directly with children. Dates are as follows: 
Date                                                       Venue                                                     Time 
11.05.2019                                   Templeogue, Dublin 6.                     9.30am to 3.30pm  
18.05.2018                                   Clonliffe College                                 9.30am to 3.30pm  

Contact: Garry Kehoe. 

Training & Devolpment Co-ordinator, 

Dublin Diocesan Child Safeguarding & 
Protection Service. 

Ph: 01-8360314    Mob: 086-0841734 

Mindfulness Group The next Meetings will take 
place on: Mondays 29th April , 13th May and 
27th May. Due to various bank holidays on                                 
Mondays, the sequence has changed for the                   
moment from the first and third Mondays of the month from 
7.30pm to 8.30pm.In the Upper Room, accessible from the 
Church Porch . If you are interested, further  information is  
 available from the Parish Office or Ph. 087 4178926 . All 
are welcome to attend.                  

    Naomh Olaf GAA Club   
 
Naomh Olaf G.A.A. Club have an-
nounced a New Partnership with 

Sandyford House. Sandyford House is a focal point in 
Sandyford Village.  Now under new management, Dan Fo-
ley and his team are welcoming customers.  Bar and Restau-
rant open seven days a week for Lunch, Dinners, Sunday 
Roast and drinks.  Naomh Olaf G.A.A Club recently pre-
sented Dan Foley with a framed Dubs 4-in-row Jersey 
(Courtesy of AIG) and a framed Naomh Olaf jersey.  Both 
have pride of place in the Bar. Benefits to Naomh Olaf 
members include, 10% discount on food purchased upon 
production of the Naomh Olaf loyalty card, Naomh Olaf 
Lotto tickets sold in the Lounge and Bar, etc. For further 
information email naomholafpro@gmail.com. The Club 
wishes a speedy and full recovery to 15 year old Connor 
Hayes, Glencairn Lawn, who recently had surgery for a 
brain tumour and is now having treatment.  His football 
team mates are anxious to have him back on their team.  
Sympathy is extended to the O’ Mara family Wedgewood 
on the death of Michael’s brother Noel O’Mara.  There was 
no winner of the Lotto Jackpot.  The numbers drawn were 5, 
10 and 20.  This week’s Jackpot is €2,000. 

The monthly outdoor  

collection for the society of  St Vincent de 
Paul takes place this  Sunday 28th April 

Santa Maria Ministries 

Each day in May 2019, thousands of people from all 
around Ireland will gather at their local Grottos to  

recite the Rosary for Faith and Life in Ireland. To sign up 
your local Grotto, text/call 087 278 6552 or 

at www.coastalrosaryireland.ie 

Term  3 at Luisne, Kilcoole 
 begins on April 30th. Fr Jim Cogley is 
scheduled for Sat. May 4th - a bank hol-
iday weekend. Check website - 
www.luisne.ie - for details and register immediately so we 
can plan for the event. 

St. Patrick’s College, Maynooth will host a conference on 
the subject of childhood on June 7th – 8th.                         
The keynote speaker is Annemie Dillen from KULeaven 
and it will include a number of Plenary and Workshop  
sessions on topics as varied as Children and the Spirituality 
of Motherhood and Children’s  Rights and  
Catholic Faith.                                                                                                     
For further information contact: specialevents@spcm.ie.  
To register for Conference www.eventbrite.ie 

One New Testament book is reserved for Easter 

Sunday and the fifty days up to Pentecost, and is 

never otherwise read publicly in Catholic                

Sunday or weekday liturgies. This book is The 

Acts of the Apostles. A short online course explores its 

background and character in order to help participants grasp 

the significance of Easter and deepen the peace, hope and 

joy which the season offers. Access this, and other rich 

online spiritual resources, on  www.newpilgrimpath.ie  

St Olaf’s Ladies Club 

Wednesday 1st May  
at 8.15 pm in St Olaf’s School  

“Mass for deceased club members” 

The Coffee dock is open after 
Masses today. Do drop in for a 

cuppa and chat 

Lough Derg:  One Day Retreats begin on Saturday 4th 
May.  Why not take some time and space on Lough Derg      
personally or as a parish group this May? A new event for 
those who serve in lay parish ministry, is our Parish Ministry 
Day Saturday 18th May. Loughderg – St. Oliver Plunkett 
2019 : Three Day Pilgrimage dates will run from 31 May - 2 
June 5 -  7 July and 9 - 11 August.  Direct from Dublin – Cost 
€115 and  €105 for old age pensions and students For more 
information phone after 6.00pm – M: 086 358 3027 / 01 
4941171.  Booking essential. Tel: (00353) 71 9861518.                              
Email: info@loughderg.org or www.loughderg.org 
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WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US   

             TEL: 01 2932828 

  

 
 

Full Circle Financial Services                     
Limited specialising in:- 

  Mortgages, New and Remortgaging  

  Life Assurance Cover 

  Financial Reviews 

   Pensions advice  

120  Lower Kilmacud Road, Stillorgan,               
Co Dublin 

Office: 01 2530060 
Email: info@fcfinancial.ie 
Web: www.fcfinancial.ie 

Full Circle Financial Services Limited is                     
regulated by the Central Bank of  Ireland 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

 

Photo of Notre Dame de 
Paris taken last Friday 
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      Refurbished Sanctuary 

Lamp for  Easter Vigil  Easter Vigil Mass 

Mercy, Goodness and Samuel 

baptized at Easter Vigil  

Master of  

Ceremonies ..  

Mercy, Goodness and Samuel 

with Parents and Godparents  

Easter Vigil Mass 

https://www.fiftyflowers.com/product/blush-mini-calla-lily-flower.htm

