
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
16th December 2018 ~ 3rd Sunday of Advent 

                  Gaudete Sunday 

    
 

Parish Office Open Hours:  

Tuesday to Friday from 10.30am – 

12.30pm.  Tel: 01-2954296,  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie   

Co– Parish Priest: 
Fr Peter Byrne:  

Tel: 089-4824671  
Email: 
Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com                                                 

 

Pastoral Centre:   
Tel: 01- 2953095  

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com   

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

 

 THE DEEP END:  The Reason for the Season 
In his encyclical Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel), 
Pope Francis issues a warning that might resonate with us as 
we continue our Advent journey. Caught up in consumerism, 
he says, it is easy for us to forget what is truly important The 
great danger in today’s world, pervaded as it is by                          
consumerism, is the desolation and anguish born of a            
complacent yet covetous heart, the feverish pursuit of frivolous 
pleasures, and a blunted conscience. Whenever our interior life 
becomes caught up in its own interests and concerns, there is 
no longer room for others, no place for the poor. God’s voice is 
no longer heard, the quiet joy of his love is no longer felt, and 
the desire to do good fades.’ In the lead-up to Christmas we 
often get caught up in a flurry of ‘interests and concerns’. True, 
much of the joy of Christmas comes from giving to others, but 
there is so much focus on material goods and spending money 
that it can be difficult to remember the good news at the heart 
of the season. It is so easy to become distracted by the bright 
lights and advertising. This Sunday is Gaudete Sunday –
Gaudete means ‘Rejoice’. It’s the perfect time to recapture 
some of the ‘quiet joy’ that Pope Francis talks about. ‘The joy 
of the gospel fills the hearts and lives of all who encounter  
Jesus,’ he reminds us. It is this personal encounter with Jesus 
that we celebrate at Christmas, God becoming man, the Good 
News announced by John the Baptist in today’s Gospel. This is 
the reason for our joy – the reason for the season. 
 Tríona Doherty Athlone, Co Roscommon                                  
 Email trionad@gmail.com 

Mass Times & Intentions:  
Sunday 16th 

10.00am:  Mary Conaty (1st Anniversary)/ Sean & Mary 
  Dillon / Myra Yorke & Rody Egan 

12.00 noon Deceased Members of  Naomh Olaf GAA      
  Club /  Jim Ward & Simon Ward 

Monday 17th  - Saturday 22nd December  10.00am   

Monday: Georgie Murray  

Tuesday:  John Dowling 

Wednesday: Nancy O’ Shea/ Michael Brooks 

Thursday:   

Friday:  Joe Lynham ( 8th Anniversary)/Tony Treacy/ 

     Special Intention 

Saturday:  Michael & Ann Arthur & the Arthur Family 

Sunday 23rd December 

10.00am: Teresa O’ Dowd/ James Mc Mahon/Sean 
Whelan 

12 noon: Peter Maher/ Andrew Watt/                                          
  John Scott/Veronica May 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month  at 
1.30pm 

View the Live Broadcast of our services  

Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-
live/ for a live streaming of our  Services… 

 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

               Eucharistic Adoration 

with prayer and reflection - is held here in the 
church every Friday morning after the 10.00amMass  

                                                                                          

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  
Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 6:00p.m.
(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays:   
10:00am.                                                   

Holy Days: 10.00am and 7.30pm.                                                  
Sacrament of Reconciliation after Mass on Saturdays 

/Confessions by request 

  This Week: This was a busy one. If you 
 happened to be going by you might be made 
into a volunteer for one thing or another. At one 
spot there were people making jam and jelly, 
over there people putting up decorations, in the 
hall people selling the raffle tickets while others got the cakes 
into place for the cake sale. Sheep were herded towards             
Bethlehem. All this in the sweltering heat of the Parish Centre 
(not because of the weather but because the heating system went 
on strike, Japanese style now apparently fixed) On Friday night 
the Parish Staff (with a representative of the Parish Council) had 
a little gathering to celebrate the Christmas and enjoy each  
others company. It was a very original menu.  
         In the background, the Communications Team  used a 
drone and a photographer to capture some moments of Parish 
life as they prepare a renewal of the parish website. Meanwhile, 
the Advent morning prayer continued in the hush of the morn-
ing, and the community was represented by those hardy souls as 
they yearn for the Saviour to become more present in a broken 
world.  
        Our local Conference of St. Vincent de Paul (there are 
1213 conferences all over Ireland) spoke at the Masses and 
made their annual appeal for help. They spoke about the needs 
they try to address with the generosity of the Parish members.  
As always the people of Balally responded with great and       
discrete generosity.  Over €15,000 was raised 
         The Christmas Time Tables were made available, and this 
shared effort with Sandyford Parish hopes to offer 17 Masses 
between Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.  
          Of Course one of the Highlights of the year was the Carol  
Service on Sunday afternoon with the participation of the  
Leinster Orchestra, the choirs from St. Olaf’s, Queen of Angels, 
the Parish Choir, The Readers Club the Hospitality and Fáilte-
groups all coordinated from the Parish Office. It was just a  
fabulous way to get the Christmas Spirit going in the Parish. We 
all did a lot of exercises as Peter O Brien got us to sing and act 
the twelve days of Christmas. Afterwards mulled wine and 
mince pies were had while the raffle was held in the Parish  
Centre. Thank you to all involved in the events. Jam, Cakes, 
Raffle and Carols!  €2065 was raised on the day. 
 Mince pies next Friday! 

 

A day of festival   

The people asked John: ‘What must we do?’ This  
question was in the context of John’s proclaiming the 
Good News of the coming of Christ.  As we prepare for 
Christmas this year what a good question that is for all of 
us.  What must we do?’ If you are a parent, give time to 
your children rather than just giving them all the 
 costly presents that you are planning.  If you are 
 married, give your wife/husband the gift of your  
attention and affection rather than spending all that time 
apart at Christmas parties. If you are young, give some of 
your time and energy to those in need rather than just look-
ing for what you can get.  If you are at odds with someone, 
make it up.  If you are in bad form, change for the sake of 
those close to you.  And for all of us, what we must do is 
put Christ at the heart of Christmas and have a wonderful 
time.          Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

What did the Pope say in Ireland?                                                                                                             

Each child is in fact a precious gift of God, to be cherished, encouraged to develop his or her gifts, and guided to  
spiritual maturity and human flourishing 
                                                                              Did he really say that?  

  

New Pilgrim Path Website of the Week" From December 
17th to 23rd, The great “O Antiphons” have been part of the   
Advent Vespers liturgy, calling on Christ with mounting 
impatience to come and save his people. Praying the “Great 
O’s” is a wonderful framework for reflection in the week 
preceding Christmas. New Pilgrim Path provides a sung   
Antiphon each day, with guidelines for prayerful                 
contemplation, from “O Wisdom” to “O Emmanuel”. To 
access this, and a host of other inspiring online Advent 
resources, visit www.newpilgrimpath.ie  

http://www.newpilgrimpath.ie


 

The Parish BINGO  is  held every  

Friday at 8.30pm in the Pastoral 

Next Draw:  30th  December 

Did you ever think of joining?                                                             
Subscription: €10 per month  

Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office: 01 2954296   

         Naomh Olaf GAA Club  
Now that the playing season has drawn to a 
close there in time to reflect on what was an-

other very successful year for the club.  The club membership 
increased dramatically to close on 2000 members, almost 1000 
of whom are juvenile members.  A record number of 56 teams 
were fielded by the Club in 2018, including Football, Hurling, 
Ladies Football and Camogie teams.  Most of the teams en-
joyed some success.  One of the recent and more notable being 
the under 16 boy’s football team winning Division 2 of the all 
Dublin Championship.  Chloe Ní Cheallaigh was the first Na-
omh Olaf club member to win an All-Ireland Camogie medal 
and she was presented with her medal at a presentation Func-
tion held in the Club recently.  Naomh Olaf had three players 
Cíaran Foley, Fin Murphy and Donal Leavy on the Dublin 
Minor Hurling team that won the Leinster Final and they also 
played in the All-Ireland Semi-final.  As a result of his dis-
plays at mid-field Donal Leavy was awarded an All-Ireland 
Minor All-Star Award.  Another first for his club.  Colin 
Doyle was named Naomh Olaf senior footballer of the year.  
Colin had played some games for the Dublin senior football 
team during the year. No winner of the Lotto Jackpot.           
Numbers drawn: 4, 9 & 18. This week’s Jackpot is €1,100. 

The next meetings of the Mindfulness Group 

will take place on: Monday 17th December 

from 7.30 to 8.30 in the Upper Room, accessi-

ble from the Church Porch . If you are  interest-

ed, further  information is  available from the Parish Office 

or ph. 0874178926.  

Get Well                                                               
to all our parishioners who are sick, at 

home or in hospital,  
we wish you a speedy recovery  

 

Sheep on  

journey to  

Bethlehem 

Three years ago we planted our 
Tree of Hope. It's great to see it 
still stand so strong despite the bad 
weather we have experienced. 
That in itself is the metaphor for 
life. If you are experiencing 'bad 
weather' or know someone who is, 
try and stay strong for yourself or 
them, and know that  the sun will 
always arrive to shine again. 
Christ be our light shine in our 
hearts, shine through the darkness.  

Mince Pie Extravaganza—Next Friday 21st 
after Mass and  adoration—in the Coffee 
dock - All Welcome –  Afterwards ….We are 
also  looking for volunteers to blitz clean the 
church  for  Christmas! 

https://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjGpMS1rqvcAhWDIVAKHbAQCeMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.samadhicushions.com%2FTibetan-Brass-Bowl-Gong-with-Striker-p%2Fs-3950.htm&psig=AOvVaw3U-gtzwWCd9ZbzezAQ


 

Continuing…….Fr Lane’s letter  from Berkley…..2nd December, 2018. 
 

 I have registered for two courses: one on the relationship between religion and science and the other is a Readings course. 

I have noticed in our classes and liturgies that there is a strong emphasis on deepening the different levels of consciousness 

that exist within our experiences of life, of each other, and the mystery of God. There is also a focus on getting in touch with 

our own interiority and identity, of going beyond the surface of life to look at the world from the inside out. I recently took 

a” gentle Yoga class” to help me do this. I found it challenging. I am not sure, however, that I will continue with it. Indeed, I 

must confess that it is hard to teach an old dog new tricks. The body may not be agile enough ! 

As a sabbatical group we visited the well-known “Muir Woods” in San Francisco (called after John Muir, a conservationist). 

Some of the trees in the woods, especially the redwoods, are over 1000 years old. These trees reach for the sky with extra-

ordinary elegance, dignity and beauty. I was very struck by the description given to different locations of the wood: “The 

Cathedral Grove”, “Nature’s Temple”, “the spirit of the forest”. I watched and listened to a young family walking in the 

woods: a mother and father and three children. The youngest child turned to the rest of them, with his finger up to his lips 

saying ‘Shee… You’re not allowed to talk here’. That child had sensed what I had experienced: a sacred space and place 

This experience of the Muir Woods reminded me immediately of Isaiah 55:12:                                                                    

   “For you shall go out in joy and be led back in peace;                                                                        

    Mountains and hills before you shall burst into song,                                                                        

   and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands ” 

Some of the Psalms are written in a similar idiom and issue a call to Nature to praise God:                                                     

 “Sing to the Lord all the earth” (Ps.96:1                                                                                                                     

Perhaps more striking are the verses that follow:                                                                            

  “Let the heavens rejoice and let earth be glad                                                                                

Let the see roar and all that fills it,                                                                                      

Let the fields rejoice, and everything in them,                                                                              

    then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord” (11-13).                                 

               More Next Week …….. 


