
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
18th  November 2018 ~ 33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

    
 

 

Parish Office Open Hours:  

Tuesday to Friday from 10.30am – 

12.30pm.  Tel: 01-2954296,  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie   

Co– Parish Priest: 
Fr Peter Byrne:  

Tel: 089-4824671  
Email: 
Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com                                                 

 

Pastoral Centre:   
Tel: 01- 2953095  

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com   

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

 

 THE DEEP END:  My words will not pass away 
 
This chapter from Mark is part of a farewell speech from Jesus to his followers in the last days of his earthly life. It sounds 
almost apocalyptic because we are nearing the end of the Church’s liturgical year and so the texts we read take this tone. 
Jesus is revealing to his disciples something about the new order which is coming. He talks about the ‘end times’ and this 
can appear frightening at first. However, if we enter into a meditation on this Gospel we might bring to mind something of 
those moments in our own lives when we felt like our world was ending. Perhaps it was the end of a relationship, the death 
of a loved one, the end of one stage of your life. Things which seemed so familiar and helped keep us secure suddenly 
changed. These can be extremely difficult periods of one’s life. It is during those times that someone comes to us offering 
prophecy of better times to come, of words that ‘will not pass away’. Jesus is preparing the disciples for what is about to 
happen to him and with assurance that God’s kingdom is far greater than any evil that is about to occur. The passage is of-
ten interpreted as referring to the second coming of Christ or his resurrection. Whenever we experience trauma we keep 
going with the assurance that resurrection is all around us and a new way of being is on the horizon. 
 
            Jane Mellett: Email: mellettj@gmail.com 

Mass Times & Intentions:  
Sunday 18th November 

10.00am:  Mass Pro Populo 

 
12.00 noon:  Fred Doherty (5th Anniversary)  
 Mick Doherty (3rd Anniversary) & Eugene Coyle 
 
Monday 19th November - Saturday  24th November 

10.00am    

Monday:  Stanley Mallett / Special Intention 

Tuesday:  Philomena Rosato O Neill / Hugh Doherty/ 

Wednesday:  Esther Cowan  

Thursday:  Scripture Course 

Friday:  Tony & David Boyne/ Special Intention 

Saturday:  Ella Long/ Special Intention 

Sunday 25th November 

10.00am: John Mee (10th Anniversary) 

 
12 noon:  Gay Nolan/Elizabeth Owens/John Sage/ 

Bridget Hogan 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month  at 
1.30pm 

View the Live Broadcast of our services  

Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-
live/ for a live streaming of our  Services… 

 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

               Eucharistic Adoration 

with prayer and reflection - is held here in the 
church every Friday morning after the 10.00amMass  

                                                                                          

SCRIPTURE COURSE                                                       
EVERY Thursday morning at 10am until Christmas 

we will have a ‘Scripture course’  Led by Sr Thérese  
Fitzgerald in the Round Room off the Porch to ex-

plore the following Sunday Mass readings.   
All welcome 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  
Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 6:00p.m.
(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays:   
10:00am.                                                   

Holy Days: 10.00am and 7.30pm.                                                  
Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confessions by request 

  This Week:  
Last Saturday the community from Malawi 
gathered in our Church and Parish Centre to 
say goodbye to two of their members:          
Limbanu Robert Mzoma & Saidi Chapeyama. 
Hundreds of people found welcome and comfort in our Parish  
On Sunday we had the Baptism of three babies into our           
community; Harley, Bobbie and Cian received the gifts of 
grace. On Sunday we also remembered in Prayer for all who 
have died in wars and prayed that our leaders will always bring 
us to peace.  
Tuesday saw the meeting of the Fáilte Team (those who serve 
us in the coffee dock on Sundays and for special Parish events) 
to coordinate and to plan for the future. As being a welcoming 
parish is one of the duties we are committed to, this Team is of  
enormous importance, with generous giving of their time          
offering warmth and hospitality. 

 

       The Christian vision   

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Heaven and earth will pass 
away, but my words will not pass away’.   
Every now and again someone spreads the rumour of the 
end of the world. So far it hasn’t taken place!  We have 
something far more important than the end of the world 
to make our preoccupation, namely the wonderful pres-
ence of Christ with us and in us and around us.  As fol-
lowers of Jesus we have a great responsibility to the 
world we live in to witness to him by the way we live as 
his people in spite of all the scandals and all the upheaval 
in the Church  
today. We do this by the joy of God’s presence and love 
shining out through us.  And we do it by the quality of 
life we develop in our homes and in our parish communi-
ty, a quality that is characterised by kindness, gentleness, 
care, enthusiasm, peace, hope and forgiveness              
Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

What did the Pope say in Ireland?      

If we speak of our entire world as a single family, is it because we rightly acknowledge the bonds of our common  

humanity and we sense our call to unity and solidarity, especially with the weakest of our brothers and sisters.  

(Dublin Castle, 25th August 2018)      Did he really say that?    

  What's Happening This Week 

Tuesday 20th @ 7.30pm: Do This In Memory meeting to 

prepare for the Mass on 2nd December 

Wednesday 21st @ 7.30: Parish Pastoral Council 

Advent, Preparing the way through  
Scripture  

Wednesdays 7.30pm – 28th Nov, 5th & 12th Dec 
in Sandyford Pastoral Centre. The aim is to 
help all parishioners to understand that the scrip-

tures are a place of encounter with the living God where our 
spiritual selves can be nourished, challenged and healed by the 
compassion  of God, the three lectures are by Séan Goan, a 
highly regarded Scripture scholar. You are most welcome to 
attend one or all three of these free lectures. 

Date for your Diary: 

The Annual Carol Service takes place on 
Sunday 9th  December at 4pm.  The choir 
meets in the gallery every Tuesday night at 
7.30pm. Feel free to join in any  Tuesday 
evening to sing your favourite  carols. 

The Annual Jam & Cake sale will take 
place after Masses on the 9th also.               
And the “Christmas Raffle”  draw will 
take place after the Carol service over a 
glass of mulled wine and mince pies 

Freddie Mercury Wrote A Song About Jesus?                                                                                                                                         

Yes, it's true, he did, way back in 1973. For this story and 
many more interesting, faith-filled stories, opinions, culture 
and travel articles please go to our website of the 
week https://aleteia.org/   

https://aleteia.org/


 

The Parish BINGO  is  held every  Friday                         

at 8.30pm in the Pastoral Centre.                           

 

Balally Parish 400 Club 

November Draw takes 
place next Sunday 25th  

Did you ever think of  
joining?                                                             
Subscription: €10 per 
month will be taken up in 
the porch today 

Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office: 01 2954296   

         Naomh Olaf GAA Club  
Hard luck to our senior football team who 

lost out in their final two League matches 

against Oliver Plunkett’s and Cuala recently.  They had a very 

promising run following their return to Division 1 this year and 

had wins against St. Brigid’s, Ballymun, County finalists St. 

Jude’s, and Sylvester’s and had other excellent performances.  

The absence of a number of players for long periods in the 

summer due to travel, holidays, etc. took its toll and resulted in 

the team’s relegation.  The team is young and no doubt will 

return to Division 1 in the near future.  The Farmers Market 

which had been resident in Leopardstown Race Course for 

some time has set up shop in Naomh Olaf G.A.A. Club, on 

Friday’s from 9am to 2pm.   This is a great opportunity for 

people living in the locality to purchase fresh food straight 

from the farm.  Congratulations to Derek and Jenny Dowling, 

Glencullen, on the birth of a baby girl Rosie Grace, a welcome 

sister for Carrie and Annie and another grandchild for Betty 

Dowling, Balally Close.  No winner of the Lotto Jackpot.  The 

numbers drawn : 11, 22 & 25.  This week’s Jackpot is €2,100. 

New Pilgrim Path Website of the Week 

The philosopher and Catholic social innovator 
Jean Vanier is a teacher of the wisdom of           
tenderness. The L’Arche movement, which he 
founded, centres around people with mental disabilities.                             
An inspirational interview shows how  Jean Vanier brings the 
most paradoxical religious teachings to life: that there’s power 
in humility, strength in weakness, and light in the darkness of 
human existence. Access this beautiful interview and other 
valuable spiritual resources at www.NewPilgrimPath.ie  

The next meetings of the Mindfulness Group 

will take place on: Monday 19th  November  

from 7.30 to 8.30 in the Upper Room, accessi-

ble from the Church Porch . If you are  interest-

ed, further  information is  available from the Parish Office 

or ph. 0874178926.  

A Cancer Peer Support Group will commence in the Parish 
Pastoral Centre, Holy Cross Church ,Dundrum.                                        
If you are  interested please contact 086 1903627 for               
further details “ 

 Join Firhouse parish to hear the wonderful voices of the 
Three Tenors who will perform in concert in Firhouse 

Parish Church on Friday 23 November at 8.00pm.   
The night promises to deliver popular classics from   art-
ists such as Sinatra, The Dubliners, and Pavarotti. Tickets 

cost €25  To book Tel: 01 4524702 or email:  

olmcfirhouseparish@gmail.com  All welcome. 

Joint Church Community Project CLG  
Vacancy for Project Worker / Cleaner 
Community Employment Ref:  CES: 2088419 
Based in Balally Pastoral Centre 
Duties to include:                                                       
Routine setting up of facilities for Centre users; 
Reception – Meet and Greet   Visitors; Operation of Coffee 
Dock – Prepare and Serve Refreshments; General Cleaning 
Duties, Other Ad hoc  duties as required. 
Applicants must supply suitable character references and be             
prepared to complete Garda vetting application form. 
Apply to DEASP Employment Services / Intreo office to 
make an application. 
Eligibility to participate on CE is generally linked to those 
who are over 21 years of age or over and in receipt of an 
Irish Social Welfare payment. Informal enquiries to the 
Supervisor :Sheila Flanagan 01-2953224                                           
Email: sheila@tiernans.ie 

Spiritual Preparation for Christ-
mas: St. Benedict's  
Priory, Cobh.  Private  
Retreats with Day and Night 
Adoration, Daily Mass and  
Monastic Liturgy. Beautiful sur-
roundings and meals 

provided.  You are also invited to our monthly Day of  
Recollection: 24th November, 9am - 3.30pm.  Please  
contact Mother Prioress on 021 4811 

An eight year old looking at the crosses of young soldiers 

killed in WWII. “Wars are always madness: all is lost in 

war, all is to be gained in peace." Pope Francis 

The monthly outdoor collection for the   

Society of St Vincent DePaul  

will take place after all Masses this 

Sunday 18th November 

http://www.NewPilgrimPath.com
https://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjGpMS1rqvcAhWDIVAKHbAQCeMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.samadhicushions.com%2FTibetan-Brass-Bowl-Gong-with-Striker-p%2Fs-3950.htm&psig=AOvVaw3U-gtzwWCd9ZbzezAQ
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Get Well                                                  
to all our parishioners who are 

sick, at home or in 
hospital,  

we wish you a speedy recovery  

 

Walk of Light                                                                                   

Sunday, 25 November 2018 from 4:00pm until 6:30pm—            

For  the 14th year in a row people from all walks of life are 

coming together for the Walk of Light, expressing our hope 

and prayer for light in dark times. This year’s theme is: 

“Encounter, engage, empower.”  It will be  explored in the 

three hosts churches along the route as the pilgrimage       

unfolds. All three stops combine to make one liturgy.                      

The pilgrimage has been prepared by local groups, lay and 

clergy, from the different Christian traditions in the area. You 

are invited to come with us for the entire journey, or just for 

part of it.  The anticipated end of the concluding prayer is @ 

6:30pm. For more information about the Dublin Council of 

Churches, visit www.dublinchurches. ie 

Queen of Angels Primary School 

Wedgewood 

Christmas Fair  

Sunday 2nd December 

       From 11.00am- 3.00pm 

Visit Santa’s Grotto, 
Stalls, Games,                 
Face painting and  

Much more fun !! 

 

 

 

 

Aware needs volunteers                                                              
Make a difference in someone’s tomorrow                                    
Just a few hours of your time each week can really make a 
difference in someone else’s life                                              
For more information visit aware.ie/volunteering                              
or call 01 6617211 

  ADVENT MORNING PRAYER
  
It’s that time of year again, when the 
Christmas commercial wave is in full 
swell! If you are asking yourself 
‘what’s it all about anyway?’, you 
might be drawn to the Advent             
gatherings in Balally church which take place at 7.00 am  
in the morning on each weekday of Advent. Starting on 
Monday 3rd December, these gatherings offer a quiet space 
for  preparation for the celebration of the coming of Christ 
at Christmas. The sessions take about 20-25 minutes and 
use Scripture, silence and music to focus the mind, heart 
and spirit on the coming event. Those who have attended in 
other years will testify that it provides a peaceful and 
wholesome opportunity to prepare in an empowering way 
far from the madness of shops, spending and pressure that 
has become the norm. It’s a drop in event, so you can come 
any morning that suits you. There is also something about 
the timing that is wholesome, as one enters the church in 
darkness and the birds are beginning to twitter and the 
dawn has broken by the time one emerges, refreshed, some 
25 minutes later. The service is lay led by a group of  pa-
rishioners. Have a think about it! 
P.S. If anyone out there would like to help any morning 
they would be most welcome. Please contact Kay at  
086 8410917 or the Parish office. 

Sacrament of Baptism 
We Welcome  
Harley Hayes  and 
Cousins Bobby & Cian Maxwell                                                                    
Who were Baptized into the Christian Community                     
in this Church  last Sunday 

Bobby checks out Fr Peter before 

his Baptism 

    Advent Retreat 
A time to anticipate … to be aware …             

to notice …  
Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing 

you good news of great joy for all the 
people.’ (Luke 2:10) 

This reflection day is an opportunity to 
explore your own inner responses to the 
movements that lie within the waiting period of Advent … to con-
nect with your inner experience where God’s word births anew in 
each moment of your life.    
Date: 8th December 2018 
Time: 10.00am – 4.00pm 
Venue: The Emmaus Centre, Ennis Lane, Lissenhall, Swords, 
Co. Dublin.  
Cost: 35 Euro (Includes lunch and tea/coffee) 
 
Advance booking is essential. For further information or if you 
wish to attend this reflection day, please contact  Thérèse Fitz-
gerald on  
089 967 4758 or theresefitzgerald7@gmail.com 
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