
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
      26th August 2018 ~ 21st  Sunday in Ordinary Time 

    
 

 

Parish Office Open Hours:  

Tuesday to Friday from 10.30am – 

12.30pm.  Tel: 01-2954296,  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

Pastoral Centre:   
Tel: 01- 2953095  

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com   

Web: www.balallyppc.ie  

 

Co– Parish Priest: 
 

Fr Peter Byrne:  

Tel: 089-4824671 

 

Mass Times & Intentions:  
Sunday 26th August  

10.00am:  Pat Cullen 

 11.30am  John & Josephine Dowling 

        James & Annie Corrigan 

12.45pm:    Teresa Fallon                       

 

Monday 27th August —Saturday 1st September 

10.00am 

Monday:   Margaret (Peggy) Long 

Tuesday :   Michael & Catherine Kelly 

Wednesday:  Patrick & Elizabeth Candon 

Thursday: Morning Prayer of the Church 

Friday:     John Delahunty (5th Anniversary )            

Saturday:  Maura Lang (2nd Anniversary) 

Sunday 2nd  September 

10.00am:   Terry Kavanagh (4th Anniversary)  

11.30am:     Pat & Lisa Walsh 

                     John Delahunty (5th Anniversary) 

          / Special  Intention 

12.45pm     

 

THE DEEP END:   Why is it, Lord?                                                                                                                                                                                          
I once heard the following reflection read out at a first communion:                                                                                                                     
Why is it, Lord, that parents see puddles and think wellies, and our children see magic mirrors waiting for a pebble-plop   to ripple Into 
smiles? Why is it, Lord, that parents see snow and think gloves, and our children see sleds and slides and  the tingle of snowflake’s fare-
well kiss upon the  palm? ‘Why is it, Lord, that parents see toys and think tidy, and our  children see the endless possibilities for fantasy 
and play?’ Sometimes it can be difficult to look beyond the practicalities and see the possibilities. It depends on all sorts of things, from 
our  circumstances to how willing we are to be open to the beauty and deeper meanings in life. We all need a reminder that there is  
more to life than our physical, tangible world with its daily routines and to-do lists.                                                                                                              
Some of Jesus’ followers in today’s gospel are finding it  difficult to see beyond the physical. Jesus has been teaching them that he is the 
living bread. But it is hard for them to accept. They dismiss it as ‘intolerable language’, and some of them even walk away. But Jesus is 
offering something more than the practicalities, more than physical food or drink: he offers the bread of life, living bread, his very self. It 
is a difficult message, but Simon Peter gets to the heart of it: ‘You have the message of eternal life.’ Some of the disciples are able to see 
beyond the obvious.    Tríona Doherty, Athlone, Co Roscommon. Email trionad@gmail.com 
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Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:   Vigil 7.30pm; 10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass               
Baptisms: Second Sunday of the month  1.30pm 
straight after the 12.45pm Mass 

View the Live Broadcast of our services  

Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/ 
for a live streaming of our  Services… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Lay-led Evening prayer is held every                 
Thursday at 7.30pm in the church.                        
All Welcome 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

Eucharistic Adoration 

with prayer and reflection - is held here in the 
church every Friday morning after the 10.00amMass  

MORNING PRAYER OF THE CHURCH continues through-
out the Summer months until September. EVERY Thursday 
morning Morning Prayer of the Church will be 
held instead of Mass at 10.00am. This is your  
opportunity to join in the Universal Prayer of the 
Church being offered throughout the world and 
led by parishioners here in Balally  

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  
Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 6:00p.m.(Youth Mass)
Mondays to Fridays:   10:00am.                                                
( Tue & Thurs: 7.15 am Lent Only)                                              
Holy Days: 10.00am and 7.30pm.                                                  
Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confessions by request 

Breaking News.. 

Fr. Dermot sends his regards from Berkeley 
USA .. happy to report that he has settled in 
very comfortably in the University…. and he 
is proud to say that he has not been expelled from the 
class yet.  

This Week:  It has been a hectic week. Having guests 
from other cultures and countries in our Parish has been 
very enriching and a true expression of the Church as a 
family. Priests from Guatemala and Mexico concelebrated 
Mass on Monday to a congregation that included lay            
people and consecrated people from Japan, the Czech  
Republic, France, India … and exotic places like 
Sandyford, Cork, Kilkenny .. there were even one or two 
from Balally. On Tuesday many parishioners did the 
“Camino of the seven Churches”. It was a wonderful day 
and a marvellous experience. That same evening members 
of the Parish community offered a wonderful dinner to 25 
people who are here for the World Meeting of Families.  
Of course there was so much going on behind the scenes; 
getting the tickets for Croke Park and the Phoenix Park, 
informing the Parishioners and coordinating with the Bus 
company…. The Parish office was like NASA  with 
phones ringing and computers blinking… a great buzz... 

Pope Francis sent an important letter that has been              
published on the website for all to read.. 

     It is the spirit that gives life  

Jesus said to the Twelve: “Do you want to go away 
too?”  Simon Peter answered: “Lord, to whom shall 
we go?  You have the message of eternal life.”  With 
all the scandals and consequent upheaval in the 
Church today, many people are finding it difficult to 
stay with the Church.  And many are leaving.  To-
day’s Gospel is a strong plea to think again.  This 
does not mean turning a blind eye to all that has hap-
pened.  That would be totally irresponsible.  It does 
mean though getting back to the basics of what the 
Church is about, Jesus Christ, and committing our-
selves to him again.  We do this by committing our-
selves to one another in marriage; by making our 
homes true Domestic Churches through the quality 
of our love and prayer; and by making a commit-
ment to develop our faith community as a place 
where everyone is reverenced and loved and where 
we worship our God in spirit and in truth. 

Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

Get Well -    to all our parishioners  

who are sick, at home or in hospital,  

we wish you a speedy  recovery  

Divine Mercy Conference,                                                       

September 8th 2018.                              Guest speaker: Pro-
fessor William Thomas                          The National Virgin 
Pilgrim statue will be present along with numerous relics 



Focal Scoir                                                                                                                             

Fáilte dhuitse, a Choirp an Tiarna,                                             

a tháinig ón Ógh dhiaga ghlan,                                         
gurb é do bhás ar chrann na páise                                                                

a shábháil síol Ádhaimh ar gach coir   

                                                             
     Dánta Diadha Ulaidh 

Welcome to you, the Lord's Body,                        
which came from the pure God,                                               

Recognise anyone? 

 John of God Hospital are holding an 8 week        

Mindfulness Based Stress Reduction (MBSR) 

course. Starts Tuesday, 11th September  (eight Tues-

days).  From 6.00pm to 8.30pm.  The course also includes one full 

day of Mindfulness.  Location: Saint John of God Hospital, Stillor-

gan, Co. Dublin.  Price: €350. Full tuition, support and course mate-

rial provided.  For further information contact Anne O’Farrell on 01

-271472 or email Anne.ofarrell@sjog.ie    

Free parking available 

The Parish BINGO  is  usually held every  Friday                         

at 8.30pm in the Pastoral Centre.                           

The August 400 Club draw 
takes place in the Coffee Dock 

on  Sunday 2nd September  after 
the 10am Mass  

Did you ever think of joining?     
Subscription: €10 per month.    
Contact parish Office                               
01 2954296  

We send our best wishes to 
Frank and pray for a speedy               
recovery from his surgery 

         Naomh Olaf GAA Club  
Congratulations to the LimerIck senior hurl-
ing team on their well deserved victory over 
Galway in the All-Ireland senior hurling 

final on the score of 3-16 to 2-18.  Commiserations to last 
year’s champions Galway  who were so sporting and gracious 
in defeat.  Our thanks to both teams for their huge contribu-
tion to a thrilling hurling season.  Well done to Chloe Ni 
Challaigh and the Dublin Premier Junior Camogie team on 
defeating Offaly on the score of 3-12 to 1-3 in the semi-final 
of the All-Ireland Premier Junior Camogie Championship last 
weekend. They play Kerry in the final.  Our senior football 
teams two final League games against Cuala and St. Oliver 
Plunketts respectively were postponed and will not now be 
played until after the All- Ireland senior football final has 
been played.  Congratulations to all of our Club members 
who have received their leaving certificate results recent-
ly.  We hope they feel that their hard work has been rewarded 
as the enter the next stage of their young lives.  Sympathy is 
extended to the Horgan family Clonard Lawn, on the death of 
Esther’s s sister Carmel Ahern  and, also her brother-in -law 
Charles Ahern, who both died recently and also to the 
Doherty family Balally Drive, on the death of Mary’s brother 
Eugene Coyle who also died recently.  Ar dheis Dé go raibh a
-anamacha dilse.  There was no winner of the Lotto Jack-
pot.  The numbers were 20, 22 and 25.  The week’s Jackpot is 
€2000. 

Dear Pope Francis, Dear Pope Francis, 

Welcome to Ireland 

We are waiting 

And are hoping 

To be blessed with your helping hand 

The world is changing 

Ever changing 

And our faith is been tested too 

All the troubles and the pain 

That our Church and our people  

Are going through 

Bring us hope and bring us Peace 

We are all God’s Family 

Let us raise our voice to  

Praise Our Lord 

United in Harmony      
      Ann Schmitz 

The Adult choir returns to sing at the 

11.30am Mass Next Sunday 2nd Septem-

ber.  Rehearsals resume Tuesday 28th Aug  

at the new time of 7.30pm 

https://www.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fmir-s3-cdn-cf.behance.net%2Fprojects%2F202%2F6940575.546f3f5f65e66.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.behance.net%2FHugh_OConnor&docid=hiAWxhH3H7ufqM&tbnid=XfLu5pjZcm5YoM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjvkK_TxNDbAhWQWsAKHei
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LETTER OF HIS HOLINESS POPE FRANCIS  TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD  

“If one member suffers, all suffer together with it” (1 Cor 12:26). These words of Saint Paul forcefully echo in my heart as I acknowledge once more the suffering en-
dured by many minors due to sexual abuse, the abuse of power and the abuse of conscience perpetrated by a significant number of clerics and consecrated persons. 
Crimes that inflict deep wounds of pain and powerlessness, primarily among the victims, but also in their family members and in the larger community of believers and 
nonbelievers alike. Looking back to the past, no effort to beg pardon and to seek to repair the harm done will ever be sufficient. Looking ahead to the future, no effort 
must be spared to create a culture able to prevent such situations from happening, but also to prevent the possibility of their being covered up and perpetuated. The 
pain of the victims and their families is also our pain, and so it is urgent that we once more reaffirm our commitment to ensure the protection of minors and of vulnera-
ble adults. 

1. If one member suffers…  

In recent days, a report was made public which detailed the experiences of at least a thousand survivors, victims of sexual abuse, the abuse of power and of con-
science at the hands of priests over a period of approximately seventy years. Even though it can be said that most of these cases belong to the past, nonetheless as 
time goes on we have come to know the pain of many of the victims. We have realized that these wounds never disappear and that they require us forcefully to con-
demn these atrocities and join forces in uprooting this culture of death; these wounds never go away. The heart-wrenching pain of these victims, which cries out to 
heaven, was long ignored, kept quiet or silenced. But their outcry was more powerful than all the measures meant to silence it, or sought even to resolve it by deci-
sions that increased its gravity by falling into complicity. The Lord heard that cry and once again showed us on which side he stands. Mary’s song is not mistaken and 
continues quietly to echo throughout history. For the Lord remembers the promise he made to our fathers: “he has scattered the proud in their conceit; he has cast 
down the mighty from their thrones and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty” (Lk 1:51-53). We feel 
shame when we realize that our style of life has denied, and continues to deny, the words we recite. 

With shame and repentance, we acknowledge as an ecclesial community that we were not where we should have been, that we did not act in a timely manner, realiz-
ing the magnitude and the gravity of the damage done to so many lives. We showed no care for the little ones; we abandoned them. I make my own the words of the 
then Cardinal Ratzinger when, during the Way of the Cross composed for Good Friday 2005, he identified with the cry of pain of so many victims and exclaimed: “How 
much filth there is in the Church, and even among those who, in the priesthood, ought to belong entirely to [Christ]! How much pride, how much self-complacency! 
Christ’s betrayal by his disciples, their unworthy reception of his body and blood, is certainly the greatest suffering endured by the Redeemer; it pierces his heart. We 
can only call to him from the depths of our hearts: Kyrie eleison – Lord, save us! (cf. Mt 8:25)” (Ninth Station). 

2. … all suffer together with it 

The extent and the gravity of all that has happened requires coming to grips with this reality in a comprehensive and communal way. While it is important and neces-
sary on every journey of conversion to acknowledge the truth of what has happened, in itself this is not enough. Today we are challenged as the People of God to take 
on the pain of our brothers and sisters wounded in their flesh and in their spirit. If, in the past, the response was one of omission, today we want solidarity, in the deep-
est and most challenging sense, to become our way of forging present and future history. And this in an environment where conflicts, tensions and above all the vic-
tims of every type of abuse can encounter an outstretched hand to protect them and rescue them from their pain (cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 228). Such solidarity de-
mands that we in turn condemn whatever endangers the integrity of any person. A solidarity that summons us to fight all forms of corruption, especially spiritual corrup-
tion. The latter is “a comfortable and self-satisfied form of blindness. Everything then appears acceptable: deception, slander, egotism and other subtle forms of self-
centeredness, for ‘even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light’ (2 Cor 11:14)” (Gaudete et Exsultate, 165). Saint Paul’s exhortation to suffer with those who suffer 
is the best antidote against all our attempts to repeat the words of Cain: “Am I my brother's keeper?” (Gen 4:9).  

I am conscious of the effort and work being carried out in various parts of the world to come up with the necessary means to ensure the safety and protection of the 
integrity of children and of vulnerable adults, as well as implementing zero tolerance and ways of making all those who perpetrate or cover up these crimes accounta-
ble. We have delayed in applying these actions and sanctions that are so necessary, yet I am confident that they will help to guarantee a greater culture of care in the 
present and future.  

Together with those efforts, every one of the baptized should feel involved in the ecclesial and social change that we so greatly need. This change calls for a personal 
and communal conversion that makes us see things as the Lord does. For as Saint John Paul II liked to say: “If we have truly started out anew from the contemplation 
of Christ, we must learn to see him especially in the faces of those with whom he wished to be identified” (Novo Millennio Ineunte, 49). To see things as the Lord does, 
to be where the Lord wants us to be, to experience a conversion of heart in his presence. To do so, prayer and penance will help. I invite the entire holy faithful People 
of God to a penitential exercise of prayer and fasting, following the Lord’s command.[1] This can awaken our conscience and arouse our solidarity and commitment to 
a culture of care that says “never again” to every form of abuse.  

It is impossible to think of a conversion of our activity as a Church that does not include the active participation of all the members of God’s People. Indeed, whenever 
we have tried to replace, or silence, or ignore, or reduce the People of God to small elites, we end up creating communities, projects, theological approaches, spiritual-
ities and structures without roots, without memory, without faces, without bodies and ultimately, without lives.[2] This is clearly seen in a peculiar way of understanding 
the Church’s authority, one common in many communities where sexual abuse and the abuse of power and conscience have occurred. Such is the case with clerical-
ism, an approach that “not only nullifies the character of Christians, but also tends to diminish and undervalue the baptismal grace that the Holy Spirit has placed in the 
heart of our people”.[3] Clericalism, whether fostered by priests themselves or by lay persons, leads to an excision in the ecclesial body that supports and helps to 
perpetuate many of the evils that we are condemning today. To say “no” to abuse is to say an emphatic “no” to all forms of clericalism.  

It is always helpful to remember that “in salvation history, the Lord saved one people. We are never completely ourselves unless we belong to a people. That is why no 
one is saved alone, as an isolated individual. Rather, God draws us to himself, taking into account the complex fabric of interpersonal relationships present in the 
human community. God wanted to enter into the life and history of a people” (Gaudete et Exsultate, 6). Consequently, the only way that we have to respond to this evil 
that has darkened so many lives is to experience it as a task regarding all of us as the People of God. This awareness of being part of a people and a shared history 
will enable us to acknowledge our past sins and mistakes with a penitential openness that can allow us to be renewed from within. Without the active participation of all 
the Church’s members, everything being done to uproot the culture of abuse in our communities will not be successful in generating the necessary dynamics for sound 
and realistic change. The penitential dimension of fasting and prayer will help us as God’s People to come before the Lord and our wounded brothers and sisters as 
sinners imploring forgiveness and the grace of shame and conversion. In this way, we will come up with actions that can generate resources attuned to the Gospel. 
For “whenever we make the effort to return to the source and to recover the original freshness of the Gospel, new avenues arise, new paths of creativity open up, with 
different forms of expression, more eloquent signs and words with new meaning for today’s world” (Evangelii Gaudium, 11).  

It is essential that we, as a Church, be able to acknowledge and condemn, with sorrow and shame, the atrocities perpetrated by consecrated persons, clerics, and all 
those entrusted with the mission of watching over and caring for those most vulnerable. Let us beg forgiveness for our own sins and the sins of others. An awareness 
of sin helps us to acknowledge the errors, the crimes and the wounds caused in the past and allows us, in the present, to be more open and committed along a jour-
ney of renewed conversion. 

Likewise, penance and prayer will help us to open our eyes and our hearts to other people’s sufferings and to overcome the thirst for power and possessions that are 
so often the root of those evils. May fasting and prayer open our ears to the hushed pain felt by children, young people and the disabled. A fasting that can make us 
hunger and thirst for justice and impel us to walk in the truth, supporting all the judicial measures that may be necessary. A fasting that shakes us up and leads us to 
be committed in truth and charity with all men and women of good will, and with society in general, to combatting all forms of the abuse of power, sexual abuse and the 
abuse of conscience. 

In this way, we can show clearly our calling to be “a sign and instrument of communion with God and of the unity of the entire human race” (Lumen Gentium, 1).  

“If one member suffers, all suffer together with it”, said Saint Paul. By an attitude of prayer and penance, we will become attuned as individuals and as a community to 
this exhortation, so that we may grow in the gift of compassion, in justice, prevention and reparation. Mary chose to stand at the foot of her Son’s cross. She did so 
unhesitatingly, standing firmly by Jesus’ side. In this way, she reveals the way she lived her entire life. When we experience the desolation caused by these ecclesial 
wounds, we will do well, with Mary, “to insist more upon prayer”, seeking to grow all the more in love and fidelity to the Church (SAINT IGNATIUS OF LOYO-
LA, Spiritual Exercises, 319). She, the first of the disciples, teaches all of us as disciples how we are to halt before the sufferings of the innocent, without excuses or 
cowardice. To look to Mary is to discover the model of a true follower of Christ. 

May the Holy Spirit grant us the grace of conversion and the interior anointing needed to express before these crimes of abuse our compunction and our resolve cou-
rageously to combat them. 

 
Vatican City, 20 August 2018  

FRANCIS 
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