
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
28th October 2018 ~ 30th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

    
 

 

Parish Office Open Hours:  

Tuesday to Friday from 10.30am – 

12.30pm.  Tel: 01-2954296,  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie   

Co– Parish Priest: 
Fr Peter Byrne:  

Tel: 089-4824671  
Email: 
Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com                                                 

 

Pastoral Centre:   
Tel: 01- 2953095  

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com   

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

 

THE DEEP END:  Who is blind?                                                                                                                                   
Who is blind in today’s gospel? The obvious answer, of course, is the blind man! Bartimaeus is blind and desperate. He 
has not been blind all his life, so he knows about the wonderful gift of sight he is now missing. His faith is strong, and 
his courage is stronger still; no matter how much he is scolded and silenced, he calls to Jesus all the louder. Though he 
is physically blind, he sees plenty. Who sees Bartimaeus? Certainly not the followers of Jesus. They do not think of 
Bartimaeus as someone worthy of meeting Jesus. To the extent that they think about him at all, he is an irritation, a poor 
beggar to look down on, hardly a person. They are utterly blind to his needs. I’m struck by the irony of the crowds sum-
moning Bartimaeus with the word ‘Courage’. He has already shown tremendous courage. Minutes previously Jesus’ 
followers had been content to pass him by and silence his cries for help, but their master has given an order and they 
must obey. How they must have squirmed, calling him over. The blind man sees Jesus, and Jesus sees the blind man. 
Everyone else is blind to both of them. Everyone else fades into the background of the story, just as Bartimaeus was 
pushed to the back of the crowds. Perhaps it is time for an eyesight test. Do we see Jesus for who he really is? Do we 
pay attention to those around us, or are we blind to their needs? Do we hear the cry of the poor, or are we complicit in 
silencing them.          
         Tríona Doherty  Athlone, Co Roscommon , Email trionad@gmail.com 

Mass Times & Intentions:  
Sunday 28th October 

10.00am:  Peggy McGrath (1st Anniversary) Tom 
McGrath & sister Sheila/ DTIM 

12.00 noon:  Aelish Flynn/ Mary & Bernard McArdle & 
Eileen Moore/Lucila Mateo 

Monday 29th October - Saturday  3rd November 

10.00am    

Monday:  Thomas Keogh/Special Intention 

Tuesday:  Gloria Diegan  

Wednesday:  Edward Heffernan 

7.30 pm Vigil Mass: Ciarán Walsh 

Thursday:  All Saints  

10.00am:  Darragh Minogue 

1.10:pm Patrick Kavanagh 

Friday:   All Souls ( Alter List of the Dead) 

Saturday:  Bridget & Jim Nerney 

Sunday 4th November 

10.00am: Cathleen & John O’Rourke/Eugene O’Shea 

 

12 noon: Bethany Mass 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
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Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:   Vigil 7.30pm; 10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month  at 1.30pm 

View the Live Broadcast of our services  

Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/ 
for a live streaming of our  Services… 

 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

               Eucharistic Adoration 

with prayer and reflection - is held here in the 
church every Friday morning after the 10.00amMass  

                                                                                                     

SCRIPTURE COURSE                                                       
NEXT Thursday morning  the Scripture course will be at the 
later time of 10.45am ‘led by Sr Thérese Fitzgerald to  
explore the following Sunday Mass readings. In the round 
room off the porch.  All welcome 
St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  
Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 6:00p.m.
(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays:   
10:00am.                                                  
Holy Days: 10.00am and 7.30pm.                                                  
Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confessions 
by request 

  This Week:  
 * The Altar Society was on overtime this 
week end. On Saturday evening the  
confirmation children from Sandyford 
were here for their enrolment Mass. This 
highlights the gradual integration of the two parishes.                                            
* On Sunday the confirmation children from Queen of             
Angels and St Olaf’s came forward with their certs to 
promise publicly and spiritually to dedicate themselves to 
the preparation of their sacrament.                                                  
* This all followed a middle of the week meeting of             
parents and a special parish team to set up the                
Confirmation Club and have some extra events in the 
lead up to the confirmation. The first event is to take 
place on Saturday 17th of November … “Pizza and Quiz- 
the rematch” you couldn’t miss an event with that name. 
*  Saturday also saw a meeting of the Communications 
Team. This team helps to keep the website, Facebook 
page (and the soon to be public INSTAGRAM  
account). They work silently and constantly to update 
these communications platforms; a difficult task in this 
busy electronic world.                                                             
The Suggestion Box strikes again: 

At last Tuesday's Parish Pastoral Council Meeting the recent 
suggestions were read out and discussed.:                                                             

* There were several suggestions (one was signed by fifteen 

members of the Parish) about the mini library in the Pastoral 
Centre. This has already been resolved to everyone’s           
satisfaction.                                                                                            

* There has been a couple of suggestions about the                     

possibility of offering some liturgies for those who are at work 
and can’t make it to the 10.00 Mass. Evening times of                   
adoration were also suggested. These were discussed but 
because there has already been a recent change in Mass 
times in the Parish it was decided to analyse these                         
suggestions at a later date.                                                                                          

* A suggestion of a prayer to Michael the Archangel at the 

end of each Mass was made. This will be left to the discretion 
of the celebrant or any group of people who would wish to 
pray it together.      Your suggestions are always welcome 

 

                         Christian Hope 

Jesus asked: What do you want 
me to do for you?’ This question, 
asked in the Gospel of a blind 
man, is addressed to each one of 
us by Jesus. The man who was 
born blind had no hesitation in 
asking for his sight to be given 
him. That was the single most important thing for 
him in his life. We should ask ourselves what our 
single most important need and desire is for our own 
lives. In what ways are we blind and need our sight 
restored? Maybe it is in relation to what our real pri-
orities are or maybe it is in our close relationships of 
marriage and family life where we can easily fail to 
see the hurt or distress or loneliness of one another 
or we may be blind to our responsibility to care for 
those around us in our parish or wider community 
who are in need. This week is a call to look into our 
hearts and open ourselves up to the power of Christ 
to heal us and set us free.    

    Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R  

Get Well                                               
to all our parishioners who are 

sick, at home or in 
hospital,  

we wish you a speedy recovery  

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

“All I ask, that wherever you may be, 
you may remember me at the Altar of 
the Lord” St Monica. 

The Annual  Bethany Mass for the 
members of our community who have 
died since last November will take place on Sunday 4th 
of November at 12 noon.                                                                               
This Mass is offered for all those from the parish who 
have died during the past 12 months. Their relatives 
are invited to take part in the Liturgy and will be              
invited to carry a candle in the entrance procession in 
memory of their loved ones.                                           
A larger candle will be carried in memory of all others 
close to us who have died during the past year.                             
If you have been bereaved in the past year you are 
most welcome to join us for this special Liturgy. 
Families are invited into the Parish Centre for  
hospitality after the Mass.  

https://www.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.askideas.com%2Fmedia%2F87%2FPray-And-Give-Generously-World-Mission-Sunday.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.askideas.com%2Fpray-and-give-generously-world-mission-sunday%2F&docid=V08hK7xm9K0_rM&tbnid=gwW


 

The Parish BINGO  is  held every  Friday                         

at 8.30pm in the Pastoral Centre.                           

Balally Parish 400 Club 

  October draw takes place 
after the 10.00 Mass in the 

Coffee dock this Sunday 

                                            
Did you ever think of               

joining?                                                             
    

 Subscription: €10  
 per month  

Ph: 087 2577651 or  

Parish Office: 01 2954296   

         Naomh Olaf GAA Club  
Congratulations to Naomh Olaf senior   
hurling team on a very important Division 2 
League win over Kilmacud Crokes in  

Glenalbyn on Saturday week last, on the score of 2-13 to 2-17.                                           
Early this year Colin Doyle Naomh Olaf played senior              
football for Dublin in the O’Byrne Cup competition. On Friday 
week last he played for Dublin senior football team in their 
victory over the Underdogs. Colin played well in  defence and 
he also scored a point from play. Commiserations to the Ladies 
adult football team defeated by four points by Ballyboughal in 
their Cup final played in St. Margaret's recently. Naomh Olaf                                                                
Division 7 junior football team and the Geraldine P. Moran 
Club’s junior football team have both already won League 
 promotion. The two teams play in Wedgewood at 11am this 
Sunday to decide which team wins the League.                                                                              
Congratulations to the Naomh Olaf senior footballer Garry 
Wilkins and his wife Eleanor on the birth of their first baby 
Sadie Eleanor, another grandchild for Gina and Tony Wilkins 
Moreen Road. There was no winner of the Lotto Jackpot. The 
numbers drawn were 4, 21 and 27. This week’s Jackpot is 
€1,800. 

New Pilgrim Path Website of the Week. 

Silence is not the absence of something but the 
presence of everything...Silence is the                     
think-tank of the soul”.  Gordon Hempton is an 

acoustic ecologist who has circled the globe three times, 
exploring and collecting disappearing natural sounds. A ten
-minute film made with National Geographic is a beautiful 
and moving reflection on what may well be another form 
of endangered species. For this, and other rich spiritual 
online resources, visit www.NewPilgrimPath.ie  

The next meetings of the Mindfulness 

Group will take place on: Monday 5th  and 

Monday 19th November  from 7.30 to 8.30 

in the Upper Room, accessible from the 

Church Porch . If you are  interested, further  information is  

available from the Parish Office or ph. 0874178926.  

     The monthly outdoor collection for the  Society of St Vincent DePaul  

              will take place  after all Masses this Sunday 28th October 

         St Olaf’s Ladies Club 
 Wednesday 31st October  in  St Olaf’s 
School at 8.30pm Talk by Catherine Scuffle”   
        New members welcome 

AN EVENING OF LITURGICAL MUSIC:  

Ephrem & Giovanna Feeley will lead an even-
ing of new music from the collection 'Our 
Hearts are Restless' by Ephrem, recently pub-
lished by GIA Music. This will be an evening 
of reflection, music and song for singers, or-

ganists, choir directors, and anyone interested in liturgical 
music, Cost €10 per participant includes music pack. Dates: 7 
November Corpus Christi Church, Drumcondra & 14 No-
vember University Church, Stephen's Green, both 
Wednesdays 8.00-9.45pm. Booking essential by  
emailing cherrybrookmusic@gmail.com by 5 November 
(Corpus Christi) 12 November (University Church) 

Message from Jane Mellett one of the authors of the ‘Deep End’ articles  about UN Climate Conference 

Hi folks, 

As some of you know I'm off on a little walk this week 1,000km from Italy to Poland to the UN Climate           

Conference (COP24) in Katowich, Poland.                                                                                                                                              

I'm joining a mighty group of climate activists who set out from the Vatican a few weeks ago carrying our 

eco prayers and messages with them.  We are trying to drum up as much publicity for the pilgrimage as  

possible and I would be grateful if you could share this website with anyone you think might be interested: 

www.climatepilgrimage.com   You might encourage friends, family, colleagues, parishes and community 

groups to visit the website and add their prayer/message for COP24. You can also find out more information 

about our route, our purpose and updates from the road.                                                                                                                                                                                        

I've been asked to blog my way along and this link will bring you to the first instalment of my climate      

pilgrimage blog which I hope to update on the road, sharing our experiences of the campaign along the way. 

https://janemellett.blogspot.com/2018/10/our-common-home-from-wmof2018-to-cop24.html   Feel free to 

share. For anyone in a classroom or a parish - I'd be more than happy to skype along the way and encourage 

people to 'walk with us'.                                                                                                                                            

Many thanks,                         Peace,  Jane  
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Faith for Life : Faith for Life is an adult faith course designed to help you to discover more energising and   
empowering ways to live out your faith in the reality of today’s world through relationships, family, home, work-
places and the events of daily life.  It aims to help you to be more active, open, faithful, confident, trusting and  
willing to work for change.  The Faith for Life course is experienced as a journey of 4 ‘Movements’ inviting you to 
explore the call you received in Baptism. The process for each weekend includes teaching, personal and group re-
flection, prayer and   liturgy.  The course is run over four weekends: 6/7 October 2018, 17/18   November 2018, 
12/13 January 2019 and 23/24  February 2019. To apply, contact the Office for  Evangelisation and Ecumenism at  
evangelisaion@dublindiocese.ie  This course has been designed and is delivered through a partnership agreement 
between the Archdioceses of Dublin and Liverpool. Upon completion, participants will be awarded a Certificate of 
Achievement. 

                                                                

                                           

RADIO MARIA IRELAND is an Irish-run Catholic 
Talk-Radio Station. Prayer, Catechesis, Uplifting  
music, Talks, Interviews and Testimonies – all com-
mercial  free – Listen via FREE App “RADIO MARIA  
IRELAND”, streaming on www.radiomaria.ie or via 
PHONE – get live radio feed by calling +353 (0) 1 437 
3277 (no extra charges apply). Please join our growing 
faith family! 

 

 

            Dundrum One Act  

            Drama Festival 

2-4 November 2018 

9 Plays/ 3 Nights/ 1 Festival 

The DLR Mill Theatre Dundrum 

Tickets €15/€12  01-2969340 www.millteatre.ie 

Diocesan Priesthood - Vocation Exploration                     
Retreat:  The National Vocations Office is running an 
overnight “Come & See” retreat for Young men aged 
between 18 – 40 in Mount St. Anne’s in Killenard, near 
Portarlington.  Starting  at 6pm on Fri 23rd and                       
concluding at 4pm on Saturday 24th November.  Maybe 
you know some man in your parish that may be                    
interested in exploring what is involved in becoming a 
priest and would like to find out more, without                    
commitment or obligation. Perhaps if you do, you could 
bring this to his attention? For further information,                                
email Deacon Eric Cooney in the National                    
Vocations Office on:  info@vocations.ie  

Concert 

Join Firhouse parish to hear the wonderful voices of the 
Three Tenors who will perform in  concert in  Firhouse 
parish Church on Friday 23rd   November at 8.00pm.  The 
night promises to deliver popular classics from artists 
such as Sinatra, The Dubliners, and Pavarotti. Tickets 
cost €25 – to book Tel: 01 4524702 or email: olmcfir-
houseparish@gmail.com – all welcome. 

National Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady 
of Fatima:   

       The pilgrim statue of Our Lady 
of Fatima currently travels through    
Ireland and is currently in the    
Chapel of the Missionaries of        
Charity, 223 South  Circular Road 
until November 28.  

 The statue is accompanied by relics 
of St. Francisco Marto and St. Jacinta Marto,  two of 
the children to whom our Lady appeared.  Anyone 
wishing to visit the chapel for prayer is welcome at 
these times: 

 Morning 8am – 12pm and Afternoon 3-7pm  

Phrases from Pope Francis’ visit to Ireland in August: 

“The Church is, in a real way a family among families, and senses the need to support families in their            
efforts to respond faithfully and joyfully to their God-given vocation in society.”                               

 (Dublin Castle, 25th August 2018) 

      Week of Guided Prayer 

Will take place 17-23 February 2019 in the parishes of  Sandyford/ Church of Ireland Kilternan/ Balally. 

As places are limited, you will need to register for this in advance. Forms available In the parish Office 

or Church Sacristy and returned on or before Tuesday 5th February 2019 

We will have speakers for Masses the weekend of  

26th & 27th January 2019 
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