
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
4th November 2018 ~ 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

    
 

 

Parish Office Open Hours:  

Tuesday to Friday from 10.30am – 

12.30pm.  Tel: 01-2954296,  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie   

Co– Parish Priest: 
Fr Peter Byrne:  

Tel: 089-4824671  
Email: 
Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com                                                 

 

Pastoral Centre:   
Tel: 01- 2953095  

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com   

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

 

THE DEEP END:   The greatest commandment of all         
Today we hear a very famous Gospel passage which we might dismiss easily because we feel we know it so well. Love God. 
Love your neighbour. It sounds simple, yet it can be so difficult. Loving God in our world today means being counter-
cultural; often we are afraid to even admit that we are believers. Finding time for God can be impossible due to our hectic 
lifestyles; we are addicted to ‘busy’ and have become ‘time poor’. Yet we can learn to see God in the everyday, right before 
us, in each task, in nature, in our friends and family. We might ask ourselves today, what prevents me from loving God, for 
making time for God in my life? For nourishing my relationship with God? The love of neighbour which Jesus speaks of is a 
controversial love. It involves a love of people we don’t know or like. It is a radical love of those that society wants to dis-
miss: love of the migrant, love of the homeless family, love of the drug addict, love of the prisoner, love of the earth, love of 
the climate refugee. Love God and Love Neighbour – it sounds so simple yet these are the toughest, most radical lines in the 
Gospel. It sounds like two commandments and yet they are one, interconnected and inseparable, for to love God we must 
love our neighbour. And by loving our neighbour we are loving God. Today let us all ask ourselves how we can live more 
fully this great commandment and be a shining example of Christ’s love in the world. 

Jane Mellett: Email: mellettj@gmail.com 

Mass Times & Intentions:  
Sunday 4th November 

10.00am:  Cathleen & John O Rourke / Eugene O’ Shea 

 

12.00 noon:  Bethany Mass 

Monday 5th November - Saturday  10th November 

10.00am    

Monday:  Peter Boylan 

Tuesday:  Sr Denise Cassidy & Rosemary Rigby/             

  Dot Tate  and Peg O Shea 

Wednesday: Deceased Members of the Hospitality  

  Group   

Thursday:  Scripture Course 

Friday:  Sarah Lynch / Liam Burke  

Saturday:  Special Intention 

Sunday 11th November 

10.00am: Alo Brophy/ Special Intention   

 

12 noon:  Paddy Morris/ Jack Smyth/ Jimmy Corrigan/ 

                 Deceased Members of the Clarke Family/  

                 Oliver Kavanagh 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:   Vigil 7.30pm; 10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month  at 1.30pm 

View the Live Broadcast of our services  

Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/ 
for a live streaming of our  Services… 

 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

               Eucharistic Adoration 

with prayer and reflection - is held here in the 
church every Friday morning after the 10.00amMass  

                                                                                          

SCRIPTURE COURSE                                                       
EVERY Thursday morning at 10am until Christmas we 

will have a ‘Scripture course’  Led by Sr Thérese  
Fitzgerald in the Round Room off the Porch to explore 

the following Sunday Mass readings.   
All welcome 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  
Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 6:00p.m.
(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays:   
10:00am.                                                  
Holy Days: 10.00am and 7.30pm.                                                  
Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confessions by request 

  This Week:  
The Gospel that told the story of the blind Bar-
timaeus gave great scope for thought and re-
flection to the children at the 10.00 Mass on 
Sunday. The DTIM* team involved parents 
and children in the Mass of preparation for the First Commun-
ion. There was also a lot of activity in the parish office as the 
Annual Bethany Mass was prepared. Invitations sent out,    
candles acquired and decorated, the names beautifully            
inscribed in the book of remembrance, the leaflets printed, 
choir rehearsal and many other details for this Liturgy of faith, 
hope and love.  
The Hospitality had a great time on Wednesday as               
several guests turned up in their Halloween costumes.  

New heaters were acquired for the Parish Centre as the heating 
problem takes time to be solved. 

The annual statistics for Mass in Balally were sent to the 
Archdiocese (a count is made every October in all the 199  
parishes in Dublin) Our average attendance is 563 (measured 
over three Sundays). This compares to an average of 525 last 
year. We believe that the difference of number (higher this 
year than last year in spite of dropping a Mass) is an anomaly 
and requires further study to explain.  

 

Christian faith.   

One of the scribes came up to Jesus and put 
a uestion to him: Which is the first of all the  
commandments”? On the face of it, this looks like a very 
good question. and it is. However, a lot depends on how 
it is asked and on the kind of answer is being looked for. 
In our minds we can consent easily to the answer that 
Jesus gives but in how we live our lives it is often differ-
ent. Jesus teaches us that the only way to full human liv-
ing is to love God with our whole hearts and to love one 
another as God’s family.  It is difficult to hold with this 
even in the intimate relationships of marriage and family 
life because other things become more important to us 
than our love of God or one another.  It is even more dif-
ficult when we move out to the areas of social and work 
life to really live a life of love. This week we are asked to 
commit ourselves again to this way of life of love and to 
make that our first priority. 

Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

Get Well                                                  
to all our parishioners who are 

sick, at home or in 
hospital,  

we wish you a speedy recovery  

What did the Pope say in Ireland? 

“Families are the glue of society; their welfare cannot be taken for granted, but must be promoted 
and  protected by every appropriate means.”     (Dublin Castle, 25th August 2018)                

             Did he really say that.? 

 

 

 

A National Collection to help defray the 

costs of the recent World Meeting of        

Families and the visit of Pope Francis, will 

take place in all churches in Ireland next 

weekend 10/11 November. In the                 

Archdiocese of  Dublin, this will replace the 

normal second collection for SHARE  

See Archbishop Diarmuid Martin’s letter on Noticeboard 

Requiem Remembrance Sunday Concert:   

Join the   Dublin Bach Singers conducted by Blánaid Murphy 
for Fauré and Duruflé Requiem on November 11 at 3pm in         
St. Mary’s Pro-Cathedral, Marlborough St., Dublin 1.          

Tickets can be purchased from the door and eventbrite.ie             
(cost €20 and collection will be in aid of UNHCR Syria        
Appeal).  Soloists performing along-side St. Mary’s Girl’s             
Pro-Cathedral Choir and The Palestrina Choir are;                 
Sharon Lyons, Alison Browner, Peter Manning and John 
Magee –  organist David Leigh.   

 



 

The Parish BINGO  is  held every  Friday                         

at 8.30pm in the Pastoral Centre.                           

Balally Parish 400 Club  

Congratulations to our  

     October Winners 

€1,000: Sandra Cullen  

€300:  Catherine Casey 

€200:   Jane Joyce 

€100:   Eileen Taylor  

 

 Did you ever think ofjoining?                                                             
 Subscription: €10 per month  

Ph: 087 2577651 or  

Parish Office: 01 2954296   

         Naomh Olaf GAA Club  
 
No less than four Primary Schools in the 
Naomh Olaf Club’s catchment area had 

teams competing in the Cumann na mBunscol Finals played in 
Croke Park recently.  Reaching the finals is one of the sporting 
highlights for boys and girls who play gaelic football, camogie, 
or hurling.  It is a day full of excitement for the schools, the 
children, their parents and also for the G.A.A. Clubs where the 
children also play their games.  Naomh Olaf Games Promotion 
Officer Eddie Bouabbsie and his band of coaches assist in the 
coaching of players in the schools every week.  The players 
were all winners as the runners-ups as well as the winners re-
ceived medals and had their photographs published in the Her-
ald Newspaper.  Congratulations to the under 16 football team 
on defeating St. Peter’s on the score of 3-11 to 2-8 in the quar-
ter-final of the Dublin under 16 “B” Championship in the Naul 
recently.  They play in the semi-final in Wedgewood, on the 
10th November.  Sympathy is extended to the Heffernan family 
Balally Drive, on the death of Yvonne Heffernan.  Ar dheis Dé 
go raibh a hanam dílis.  There was no winner of the Lotto Jack-
pot.  The numbers drawn were 6, 16 and 27.  This week’s Jack-
pot is €1,900. 

New Pilgrim Path Website of the Week 

“When you lose someone you love,  

Your life becomes strange,  

The ground beneath you gets fragile”.                 

November is the month of remembrance for the 

dead. A short, guided reflection on “Grief” is presented by 

Pray As You Go, drawing on the lines of John O’Donohue’s 

haunting poem, For  Grief   Access this, and other rich             

spiritual online resources, at  www.NewPilgrimPath.ie  

The next meetings of the Mindfulness 

Group will take place on:  Mondays 5th and 

19th  November  from 7.30 to 8.30 in the 

Upper Room, accessible from the Church 

Porch . If you are  interested, further  information is  availa-

ble from the Parish Office or ph. 0874178926.  

Sympathy  
We extend our heartfelt  sympathy to the Families 

and  friends of                                     

      Yvonne Heffernan, Balally Drive & 
Doris Boland, Clonard Lawn 

Who died recently 
May they rest in the peace of Christ 

 AN EVENING OF LITURGICAL MUSIC:  

Ephrem & Giovanna Feeley will lead an even-
ing of new music from the collection 'Our 
Hearts are Restless' by Ephrem, recently pub-

lished by GIA Music. This will be an evening of reflection, 
music and song for singers, organists, choir directors, and an-
yone interested in liturgical music, Cost €10 per participant 
includes music pack. Dates: 7 November Corpus Christi 
Church, Drumcondra & 14 November University Church, 
Stephen's Green, both Wednesdays 8.00-9.45pm. Booking 
essential by emailing cherrybrookmusic@gmail.com by 5 
November 
(Corpus Christi) 12 November (University Church) 

Balally Parish Hospitality Group 

Keeping Alive the Memory of Friends Past 

The 10.00am Mass on Wednesday 7th November 

will be offered for the deceased members and 

friends of the Parish Hospitality Group. Sick 

members and special intentions will also be 

prayed for. After the mass all are Invited to join 

us for a friendly “Cuppa” in the Parish Pastoral 

Centre, to recall the lives and memories of 

friends of the Parish Community Thus, though 

they have passed on, they are not forgotten and 

their companionship will live on in our lives  

until we are reunited with them forever. 

Three Rock Panorama, your local Community  
magazine, is on sale this weekend in all the usual outlets 
Why not enter our "Christmas Cover 
 Competition" - €100 Prize 
Full colour  - portrait style - A-4 Size Nativity Scene (paint, 
crayons) Entries on/before Monday 12th November to  
Panorama Office c/o Sandyford Community Centre.  Name/
address/phone no./e-mail address with your entry 
Phone: 012149677 Email:threerockpanorama@gmail.com 

Study theology on line                                         

Meet current students and teaching staff 

and attend a lecture on theology                         

Open day       November 10th.                    

Is this for you?                                  

enquiries@prioryinstitute.com  

www.prioryinstitute.com  00353 1 404 

8124        Tallaght Village, Dublin 24 

http://www.NewPilgrimPath.ie
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Diocesan Priesthood - Vocation Exploration  Retreat:     
The National Vocations Office is running an overnight 
“Come & See” retreat for Young men aged between 18 – 40 
in Mount St. Anne’s in Killenard, near Portarlington.           
Starting  at 6pm on Fri 23rd and  concluding at 4pm on                 

Saturday 24th November.  Maybe you know some man in 
your parish that may be  interested in exploring what is          
involved in becoming a priest and would like to find out 
more, without commitment or obligation. Perhaps if you 
do, you could bring this to his attention? For further in-
formation, email Deacon Eric Cooney in the National                    
Vocations Office on:  info@vocations.ie  

National Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady of 
Fatima:       The pilgrim statue of Our 
Lady of Fatima currently travels through    
Ireland and is currently in the Chapel of 
the Missionaries of Charity, 223 
South  Circular Road until November 
28.  The statue is accompanied by relics 
of St. Francisco Marto and  St. Jacinta 
Marto,  two of the children to whom our 
Lady appeared.  Anyone wishing to visit 
the chapel for prayer is welcome at these 

times: Morning 8am – 12pm and Afternoon 3-7pm  

FAITH ON FILM 

A monthly screening of a 
film that has Faith at its 
heart.  One Thursday night 

each month, Parishioners are invited to enjoy a movie 
that has a faith message and spiritual resonance for 

our daily lives.  This month’s film is :     THE WAY 

Running time 123 mins approx. 

Directed by Emilio Estevez and starring Martin Sheen.  
Walking the Camino de Santiago. 

Thursday 15th November @ 7pm 

In Sandyford Parish Centre 

No door charge, Popcorn and refreshments will be 
available on the night at the coffee dock 

Hospitality Halloween Party 

Walk of Light                                                                                   

Sunday, 25 November 2018 from 4:00pm until 6:30pm—            

For  the 14th year in a row people from all walks of life are 

coming together for the Walk of Light, expressing our hope 

and prayer for light in dark times. This year’s theme is: 

“Encounter, engage, empower.”  It will be  explored in the 

three hosts churches along the route as the pilgrimage       

unfolds. All three stops combine to make one liturgy.                      

The pilgrimage has been prepared by local groups, lay and 

clergy, from the different Christian traditions in the area. You 

are invited to come with us for the entire journey, or just for 

part of it.  The anticipated end of the concluding prayer is @ 

6:30pm. For more information about the Dublin Council of 

Churches, visit www.dublinchurches. ie 

mailto:info@vocations.ie

