
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
  7th October 2018 ~ 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

    
 

 

Parish Office Open Hours:  

Tuesday to Friday from 10.30am – 

12.30pm.  Tel: 01-2954296,  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie   

Co– Parish Priest: 
Fr Peter Byrne:  

Tel: 089-4824671  
Email: 
Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com                                                 

 

Pastoral Centre:   
Tel: 01- 2953095  

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com   

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

 

                                                                               THE DEEP END:  
                                                           Asking the wrong question    
Today’s gospel is challenging. It contains two instances of Jesus correcting a popular opinion of the time and offering an al-
ternative way. The first is one of the few times Jesus is presented as speaking about marriage. The question asked by the 
Pharisees is whether it is ‘against the Law’ for a man to divorce his wife. Note that they do not ask whether divorce is right, 
or just – only whether it is legal. They are testing Jesus of course. They know the answer and so does he: divorce was indeed 
allowed under the law. Divorce was relatively common in the society of the time, though there were different interpretations 
of the law. But Jesus, as always, is less concerned about the law than the rightness of a situation. He directs his questioners 
instead to God’s plan for marriage and the unity between a married couple. When he delivers his strongest words about di-
vorce, it is in the context of adultery; the sin is not the breaking of the legal agreement, but the betrayal of one’s spouse. The 
Pharisees are asking the wrong question. The second part of the gospel sees Jesus once again teaching people to look at 
things in a new way. Children at the time of Jesus, not unlike wives, were often viewed as property, without any rights of 
their own. The disciples fail to show any concern for them when they turn them away. But Jesus welcomes them, blesses 
them, and treats them with love and concern. He goes so far as to present them as teachers, on account of their faith and 
openness. Another surprising attitude.                                                                                                                  Tríona Doherty 

                        Athlone, Co Roscommon 
Email trionad@gmail.com 

Mass Times & Intentions:  
Sunday 7th October 

10.00am: Kathleen Cullen / Ciara Coughlan /  

 Luis Castillo 

12.00pm:  Rita Sheridan/ Sean Hopkins 

Kyle O Callaghan ( 21st Birthday Remembrance) 

Monday 8th - Saturday  13th September 

10.00am    

Monday:  Joan MacFarlane 

Tuesday :  John McDonagh 

Wednesday:  Sheila Tyrrell 

Thursday:  Scripture Course 

Friday:  Ethan Gordon 

Saturday:  Gavin Mee (Months Mind) 

14th October 

10.00am: Joan O’Reilly 

12 noon: Seamus Fee (1st Anniversary) / John Dowling/

Evelyn Coffey (1st Anniversary)   

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
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Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:   Vigil 7.30pm; 10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass               
Baptisms: Second Sunday of the month  1.30pm 
straight after the 12.45pm Mass 

View the Live Broadcast of our services  

Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/ 
for a live streaming of our  Services… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Eucharistic Adoration 

with prayer and reflection - is held here in the 
church every Friday morning after the 10.00amMass  

          

SCRIPTURE COURSE                                                       
EVERY Thursday morning at 10am until Christmas we will 
have a ‘Scripture course’  Led by Sr Thérese Fitzgerald to 
explore the following Sunday Mass readings.   

All welcome 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  
Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 6:00p.m.
(Youth Mass)Mondays to Fridays:   
10:00am.                                                  
Holy Days: 10.00am and 7.30pm.                                                  
Sacrament of Reconciliation/Confessions by request 

                     This Week:                                                      
It was the week of the meetings.  
Parishioners came from far and wide to 
voice their opinions, share ideas and wor-
ries and offer suggestions .. hundreds of 
them. The Parish Pastoral Council took note of the pro-
ceedings, and the summary is being made available to all 
parishioners through the website and in paper form. The 
suggestion box is open 24/7 and loves to receive atten-
tion.  
Sunday at 10.00 saw the first of the DTIM (Do This in 
Memory of Me) Masses. The first communion children 
came with great enthusiasm to enrol in this gentle jour-
ney towards the 25th of May (around 234 sleeps…). This 
programme helps parents to create spiritual spaces in the 
preparation of this important event.  
It was also the last of the 12.45 Masses and Alex Slattery 
played for us once again with the beautiful violin. From 
next week there will be Mass at 10.00 and 12.00.     On 
Wednesday we had an evening Mass, celebrated by Fr. 
Paul O Driscoll, to commemorate those who died in the 
Carrickmines fire three years ago. We also had the 
monthly meeting of the reader’s club. 
Thursday morning Sister Therese began the course on 
scripture … a great moment of learning for us all.  

 

  COMPUTERS FOR 
THE TERRIFIED!                                    
1 TO 1 TRAINING FOR 
OVER 55’s 

Are you frustrated by your lack of com-
puter skills? Do you feel that the digital 

age has passed you by? Are you confused by well-
meaning family instruction (i.e. no patience with you!) 
LEARN HOW TO: Search the Internet Send & receive 
emails, Shop and book flights .Use your own device or 
use computers available at some venues. Age Action runs 
beginner courses in Computers, iPads and Tablets for 
older people who have little or no experience or for the 
absolutely terrified!  Courses run once a week for 5 or 6 
weeks. All Courses are Free of charge                                                                                    
Classes are run in:-City Centre, Ballyroan, Palmer-
stown, Inchicore, Ranelagh, Stillorgan and Tallaght If 
you wish to become a   volunteer or to book a course Tel: 
01 4756989 

                            The Family of God 

Jesus said to the Pharisees – when talk-
ing to them about marriage and divorce: 
‘They are no longer two therefore, but 
one body.’  A phenomenon, and one of the very sad 
features of our world today, is the number of mar-
riages that break down.  And we should have the 
greatest reverence for and compassion towards 
those people who are in this situation.  However, 
the challenge for us is to keep faith in marriage and 
to reverence the institution of marriage as a vitally 
important part of God’s plan for our humanity and 
as one of the sacraments of the Church.  Marriage 
is under all kinds of pressure.  It needs to also have 
all kinds of support from all of us whether we are 
married or not so that every couple will be encour-
aged to aim for and work towards the best possible 
marriage and not settle for mediocrity in their love. 

                                                 Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R  

 

The next meetings of the Mindfulness Group 

will take place on: Monday 15th   October  from 

7.30 to 8.30 in the Upper Room, accessible from 

the Church Porch . If you are  interested, further  

information is  available from the Parish Office or                            

ph. 0874178926.  

 
Get Well to all our parishioners who are 

sick, at home or in 

hospital,  

we wish you a speedy  recovery  
 

The Dom Marmion Society: We are an active retirement group 

and we are currently recruiting new members. Come and join us! 

Monday Exercise 3-4pm, Tuesday Bowles 1.30 to 3.30pm, 

Wednesday Bingo 2.30 to 4pm , Thursday Bridge 7.30 10.30pm.  

(Parties and Outings) Contact us on 086 3552870 The Car Park, 

Sandyford Road (Opposite Dundrum Shopping Centre) 
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The Parish BINGO  is  held every  Friday                         

at 8.30pm in the Pastoral Centre.                           

Congratulations to our September Winners 

€1,000: Tom Culligan  

€250:  Teresa Byrne 

€250:   Mary McHugh 

€100:   Mona Horgan  

The October draw takes place 
in the Coffee Dock on            
Sunday 28th October after 
the 10am Mass and Subscrip-
tions will be taken  up in the 
porch after all Masses on the 
21st.  

Did you ever think of 
joining?  Subscription: 
€10 per month                                   
Ph: 087 2577651 or 01 
2954296   

         Naomh Olaf GAA Club  
The Club extends its best wishes for a speedy 
recovery to David Byrne the Naomh Olaf and 
Dublin senior footballer who had surgery on 

his ankle on Wednesday the 26th September 2018.  David sus-
tained an unfortunate ankle injury ( off the field of play ) ear-
ly this Summer which has kept him out of the game for Club 
and County.  We look forward to his return to football in the 
not too distant future.  Well done to the senior hurlers who 
retain their Senior “B” Championship Status  with an impres-
sive win over Round Tower, Clondalkin in their relegation 
playoff match in Wedgewood.  It was an outstanding team 
performance in which brilliant long range point taking was a 
notable feature, leaving the final score Naomh Olaf 0 - 25 
Round Tower 2 -14.  Congratulations to the Club’s Adult Ca-
mogie team on their win over Naomh Fionnbarra on Sunday 
last.  They play in the Semi Final of their Championship in 
Wedgewood this Sunday.  The Senior footballers Champion-
ship game with Thomas Davis was called off but will soon be 
played.  The Junior 1 team proceed to the quarter final of their 
Championship having won their playoff game against Brig-
id’s.  The Junior 2 footballers were defeated by Kilmacud 
Crokes in the quarter final of their Championship.  Having 
defeated Fingallian’s in the first group game of their Champi-
onship our minor hurling team defeated Kilmacud Crokes in 
their second game on Sunday last.  There was no winner of 
the Lotto Jackpot.  The numbers drawn were 1, 20 and 
29.  This week’s Jackpot is €1,500. 

New Pilgrim Path Website of the Week. 

“Layer upon layer keeps uncovering, isn’t it 
amazing what meditation enables? It’s limit-
less, all these beginnings... We need to bring 
things into our silence and let the silence work. These 
words are from one of the last letters of the late David 
Wood, Anglican priest and ambassador for Christian 
meditation. To hear his deeply human talks, and for other 
online spiritual resources,  

visit www.NewPilgrimPath.ie 

Balally Residents Association 

AGM-  

Monday October 22nd @ 8pm in St Olaf's school hall. 

Please show your support to the committee by coming 
along on the night. 

             Child Safeguarding                                                                                                                                                              
This year the new updated Diocesan Safeguarding Policy, was launched at Deanery meetings throughout the 
Dioceses.  This document clearly outlines the policies and procedures that all parishes must have in place to safe-
guard children.  Should anyone want a copy of this document, it can be downloaded from the Dublin Diocesan 
Child Safeguarding & Protection Service website or alternatively, you can contact any member of the Parish 
team, who in turn will email you a copy.                 

Scripture Study and Faith Enrichment Course   

A Scripture Study and Faith Enrichment Course for adults 
begins in the Good Shepherd Parish Centre, Church-
town.  The course will continue each Thursday from 
7.30pm to 9.30pm, concluding on Thursday 6 th Decem-
ber.  The focus will be on the Acts of the Apostles.  This 
follows on from the very well-attended and insightful 12 
week course on the Gospel of St. John which took place 
earlier this year.  There is no charge for participation in 
the course.  You will need to bring a Navarre copy of the 
Bible.  All are welcome.  Please contact Liam at 086 807 
6555 or Mary at 086 357 6581 to reserve a place on the 
course as numbers are limited. 

Anam Cara South Dublin, the organisation that supports 
bereaved parents, is holding a Parent Evening on Mon-
day 8th of October at 7:20pm in the Maldron Hotel, Tal-
laght, Dublin 24. This event is free and open to all be-
reaved parents regardless of the age your child died, the 
circumstances of their death, or whether their death was 
recent or not. For more information see anamcara.ie or 
call our Information Line on 085 2888 888.  

AUTUMN: 

There is a harmony in autumn, and a 

luster in its sky, which through the sum-

mer is not heard or seen, as if it could 

not be, as if it had not been! 

Mass Attendance Survey 2018 

It is that time of year again when the Annual Mass Attend-
ance Survey that takes place in each parish throughout the 
diocese. 

This year the census of Sunday Mass attendance will take 
place on the following weekends: 

• Saturday / Sunday –    06/07 October 

• Saturday / Sunday –    13/14 October 

• Saturday / Sunday –    20/21 October 

http://www.NewPilgrimPath.ie


Living with Loss                                                                                      

An information evening for  the   

public about bereavement  with 

guest speaker  Niamh Fitzpatrick 

(Psychologist, sister of Capt. Dara 

Fitzpatrick) Observations on grief from the inside out  

Thursday, 1st November 2018 5.30pm - 8.00pm The Alex  Hotel, 
41-47 Fenian Street (off Merrion Square), Dublin 2.The evening 
will open at 5.30pm with a formal introduction. There will  also be 
an opportunity to chat to voluntary bereavement support services  
about the supports they provide.  During the evening Niamh Fitz-
patrick will  address the gathering and speak on the theme 
‘Living with Loss’.     

This public event is free to attend.  Bookings are not necessary 

       BALALLY PARISH      

 Wednesday HOSPITALITY GROUP 

Would like to thank all who contributed 

                                     To  the  

      HOSPICE COFFEE MORNING . 

   We raised €512! 

 

Our very own 
Frank Kenna 
with the first 
place Derry 
Rothwell   
trophy he won 
for his            
Belgian Blue 
champion            
weanling at  
Carnew,         
Co. Wicklow 
on 26th             
September. 
 

 

Diarmuid O’Murchu is back for 

his very popular Saturday Talks 

at Luisne.  

20th October: Adult Faith Development in these 

Changing Times 1of 3.  2-5pm €20 / €60 

24th November Adult Faith Development in these 

Changing Times 2 of 3. 2-5pm €20 / €60 

15th December: Adult Faith Development in these 

Changing Times  3 of 3. 2-5pm €20 / €60 

Diarmiud O'Murchu Saturday Talks @Luisne 2018  

Contact: office@luisne.ie; 086 051 7575,  www.luisne.ie  

In an effort to provide safety 
and security advice for older 
persons        An Garda Siochá-
na are hosting a  Safety and 
Security Public event at the 

Talbot (Stillorgan Park) Hotel on Tuesday 9th October at 
10am. In the current  climate where our older communi-
ties may feel vulnerable, it’s important that we are offer-
ing reassurance and guidance.  John Paul Durkan, Gar-

da, Dun Laoghaire Garda Station – Tel: 01 6665020. 

 

     

 

You can watch "The Rosary of Our Lady" on 
EWTN Catholic TV on Sunday 7th October (4pm); 
Thurs 11th October (9am); Fri 12th October (3pm) 
and Saturday 13th October (9pm). 
EWTN Catholic TV is available on:      

Sky 588,   Virgin Media 815,  Eircom eFibre 
589 or Watch Online at www.ewtn.ie  
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