Church of the Ascension of the Lord
7th January 2018

Parish Office Open Hours:
Tuesday to Friday from 10.30am –
12.30pm. Tel: 01-2954296,
Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net
Web: www.balallyparish.ie

Pastoral Centre:
Tel: 01- 2953095
Email: balallyppc@gmail.com
Web: www.balallyppc.ie

Priests of the parish:
Fr Peter Byrne:
Tel: 089-4824671
Mgr. Dermot A Lane:
Tel: 01-295 6165

Mass Times & Intentions
Sunday: 7th
10.00 am: Pauline O’Crowley/ Margaret Wilkes
11.30am Paul Brady / Mary McCaffrey
12.45pm: Lorcan O’Dwyer
Mon 8th – Sat 12th January - 10.00am
Monday: Pro Populo
Tuesday: Fr Padraig O’Sullivan & Martha
O’Sullivan
Wednesday: Matt O’Grady
Thursday: Grainne McGarry/ Joe Lynam
/ Special Intention
Friday: Elaine Connelly / Slav Staszkow
Saturday: Special Intention x 2
Sunday: 13th
10.00 am: Pro Populo
11.30am: Robbie O’Connor 1st Anniversary
12.45pm: John Weir

THE DEEP END:
He came in search of John.
A searching God
He came in search of baptism.
He came in search of blessing.
He came in search of the Spirit.
He came in search of God’s favour.
He came in search of God’s love.
The first active step that Jesus takes as he begins his ministry is to
search. He journeys from Nazareth to the River Jordan to find
John, in order to be baptised. While John feels he is ‘not fit to
kneel down and undo the strap of his sandals’, Jesus still seeks him
out. He needs this moment of baptism and blessing to begin his
ministry. This is his moment of divine calling and endorsement
from the Father: ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on
you.’ We know what it is like to search. We yearn for meaning, for
love, and our hearts are always searching for God. Today’s first
reading from Isaiah speaks of this great thirst: ‘Oh come to the water all you who are thirsty’; ‘Seek the Lord while he is still to be
found’. We must seek constantly to bring ourselves into the presence of God, who will give us his blessing and strength for the road
ahead. ‘You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless,
until they can find rest in you.’
St Augustine
Tríona Doherty

Email trionad@gmail.com

Other Church Services:
Holy Day Masses: Vigil 7.30pm; 10.00am ,1.10pm
Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass
Baptisms: Second Sunday of the month 1.30pm
straight after the 12.45pm Mass
View the Live Broadcast of our services
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/
for a live streaming of our Masses & Services…
Baptism & Confirmation Certificates
Certificates available through balallyparish.ie just
look under ‘Sacraments’ for the Request Form.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Rosary: is recited every morning at 9.40am
before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Lay-led Evening prayer is held every Thursday at 7.30pm in the church. All Welcome
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
St Mary’s Sandyford,
Mass times:
Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 6:00p.m.(Youth Mass)

Mondays to Fridays: 10:00a.m. (7:15 a.m. Lent Only)
Holy Days: 10.00am and 7.30pm.

Sacrament of Reconciliation (Confessions)
by request
Calendar of some significant liturgical events in the
Parish for 2018:
Church Unity Week 18th – 25th January
Theme: : "That all may be free" (Exodus 15)
Ecumenical Prayer Service: Thursday 18th
Catholic Schools week 28th Jan - 4th February
Theme: “Families of Faith”
Candlemas
2nd February Friday
St Blaise
3rd February Saturday
Ash Wednesday 14th February
Palm Sunday
25th March
Easter Sunday
1st April
Ascension Sunday 13th May Holy Donut Sunday
Pentecost Sunday 20th May Our colourful parish family
day
th
Trinity Sunday
27 May
Corpus Christi
3rd June
World Meeting of Families 21–26 August
Parish Hospitality Group
returns on Wednesday 10th January in
the Pastoral Centre

€€€ BINGO €€€
The Parish BINGO every Friday at 8.30pm in the Pastoral
Centre. All welcome

‘How did Christmas go so quickly?” – The
question so many children ask… a different
perspective perhaps than many parents.
In the Parish, Advent and Christmas were
times of huge participation in the liturgies and
of great generosity. Both Crosscare and St.
Vincent de Paul sent letters of gratitude for the overwhelming
response to their appeals.
This Christmas we had an extra Mass on Christmas eve which
was also packed. In fact all the liturgies came to be through the
unstinting support of all our volunteers and ministries. From the
preparation and delivery of the Christmas cards to the
maintenance of the church passing through flowers, decoration,
music, rituals, the Advent morning prayer all was done with such
a lovely spirit that truly we can all lament with the Children
“How did Christmas go so quickly?”

On New Year’s Eve we continued our preparation for the World
Meeting of Families with the distribution and explanation of the
Icon of the Holy Family. (Although we ran out of icons we hope
to make some more available in the next few weeks). The beauty
of the icon and its prayer was the subject of much
conversation… and of course the mystery of the ‘white carrots’
has continued to preoccupy many young minds.
Yes 2018 has come upon us as and as a community let us pray
for each other and with each other …. after all the Parish is a
family of families.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The Suggestion Boxes are in place ..
We are encouraged by your praise…
We are improved by your suggestions…
We are enriched by your criticisms…
We are stimulated by your questions…
in all cases we are grateful for your interest
Get Well to all our parishioners who are
sick, at home or in hospital, we wish you a
speedy recovery

Registration & Tickets for WMOF2018: Registration for
the World Meeting of families in 2018 is now
open. Visit the Tickets Section on
www.worldmeeting2018.ie to access information
on the different type of tickets and registration
available. Accommodation booking is also available at time of registration through the booking form
on the website
World Meeting of Families - 21- 26 August 2018 -

Naomh Olaf GAA Club

Naomh Olaf G.A.A. Club is delighted that Carroll & Kinsella
Toyota, Blackrock, have renewed their sponsorship of our
Naomh Olaf star footballer David Byrne. At a recent event in
the clubhouse David was presented with the keys of his 2018
Toyota Auris by club member and Carroll and Kinsella supremo Malcolm Kinsella. Eddie Bouabbse a native of County
Westmeath has been appointed to the role of Games Promotion
Officer to replace Darren Egan. We welcome Eddie and wish
him every success. The 250 boys and girls in the Naomh Olaf
Academies finished their year in style with a Christmas themed
event and a visit from Santa, which was arranged by Gerry
Kelleher. The Lotto Jackpot this Sunday night is €1800.

The Baptism of Jesus

“You are my Son, the beloved, my favour rests on you.” Those
wonderful words, spoken to Jesus on the occasion of his
Baptism in the Jordan, are spoken to each one of us because of
our baptism into him. Just listen to God speak those words from
his heart into your heart now: “you are my daughter, my son, the
beloved, my favour rests on you.” Our major task is to live out
that love of God in our vocation. For you as a couple committed
in love, make your life together full of the joy of God’s love.
Single people, religious, priests, live out the same vocation of
love in different ways but for the same purpose: to fill the world
with the presence and the love of God. As a community of faith,
the parish is a gathering of all these vocations so that, working
with one another, we can radiate that same love to all those
around us. Johnny Doherty CSsR

Prayer for World Meeting of Families 2018
God, our Father,
We are brothers and sisters in Jesus your Son,
One family, in the Spirit of your love.
Bless us with the joy of love.
Make us patient and kind,
gentle and generous,
welcoming to those in need.
Help us to live your forgiveness and peace.
Protect all families with your loving care,
Especially those for whom we now pray:
[We pause and remember family members and others by
name].
Increase our faith,
Strengthen our hope,
Keep us safe in your love,
Make us always grateful for the gift of life that we share.
This we ask, through Christ our Lord, Amen
Mary, mother and guide, pray for us.
Saint Joseph, father and protector, pray for us.
Saints Joachim and Anne, pray for us.
Saints Louis and Zélie Martin, pray for us.

Passport for Leisure: Passport for Leisure is
Ireland's longest running discount card scheme
specifically tailored to the leisure and recreational
needs of persons aged 55 and over. For only €10
per year, members can avail of special offers
ranging from generously discounted access to
many of Dublin City Council’s Sport, Leisure
and Recreational facilities to a large range of discounts from
businesses and retailers throughout the city.

A Sum of money was found in the church, before
Christmas, contact with the parish office if you have
lost it. Thank You!

Anam Cara, an organisation that
supports bereaved parents, will hold its
next monthly Parent Evening on Monday 8th of January from 7.30pm9:00pm in the Maldron Hotel,
Tallaght, Dublin 24. Anam Cara South Dublin offers a safe and
comfortable setting where you can ‘drop the mask’ and be
yourself among people who understand. This event is open to all
bereaved parents regardless of the age your child died, the
circumstances of their death, or whether this was recent or not.
On February 5th, Anam Cara commemorates ten years of
supporting bereaved parents in your community.

400 CLUB results for December

Upcoming January and February:
Saturday Events at Luisne:
Saturday, Jan 13th: Nature Mysticism
with Sr Evelyn Greene CHF; 10 - 4pm; Cost: €40. Please
bring a light lunch; refreshments provided.
Saturday, Jan 27th: Starting Anew Retreat with Michaela
Avlund and Harry Parkinson; 10 - 4pm; Cost: €40. Please
bring a light lunch; refreshments provided. Saturday, February
17th: Enlarged Horizons of an Emerging Spirituality with
Diarmuid O'Murchu; 2 - 5pm with optional Eucharist at 5pm;
Cost:€20. Contacts: office@luisne.ie; 086 051 7575,
www.luisne.ie Please Like Luisne on Facebook :
https://www.facebook.com/luisnecentreforspirituality

The next meeting of the Mindfulness Meditation
group will take place in the Upper Room of Balally
Church on Monday next 8th from 7.30 to 8.30. All
are welcome. Further details, if needed, from Bairbre at
0874178926 or the parish office.

Congratulations to the winners:
1st : €1,000 - Kathlene Devitt

2nd : €250: - F & M Brogan
3rd : €250: - Frank Glover
Did you ever think of joining? Ph: 0872577651 or 01
2954296. Next draw takes place on Sunday 28th
January. Subscriptions - €10 per month -will be taken up
after all Masses Sunday 21st January
Dear Parishioner,
If you could take a moment and take a look at the advertisements on the back page of our newsletter, it is thanks
to the support of these businesses that allows us to have
such a colorful and impressive Newsletter. If you do avail
of the services of one of our advertisers please do let them
know you saw their advert in the Newsletter so that they
know they are getting value for their investment!”
Focal Scoir:
Míle fáilte romhat, a Rí an Domhnaigh; do thabhartas
ar gach fíorbhocht. Saor sinn ón bpeace
agus beir ár n-anam go Cathair Íosa.
Taispeáint agus Beannacht na Naomh-Shacraiminte

