
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
      24th June 2018  ~ The Nativity of St John The Baptist 

    
 

 

Parish Office Open Hours:  

Tuesday to Friday from 10.30am – 

12.30pm.  Tel: 01-2954296,  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

Pastoral Centre:   
Tel: 01- 2953095  

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com   

Web: www.balallyppc.ie  

Priests of the parish: 

Fr Peter Byrne:  

Tel: 089-4824671 

Mgr. Dermot A Lane:                                      

Tel: 01-295 6165 

Mass Times & Intentions:  
Sunday 24th June: 

10.00am: Michael Kyne  

11.30am: Jim & Catherine Furey /                             

   Cora & Dessie Fox 

12.45pm: Mass Pro Populo 

Monday 25th—Saturday 30th June 10.00am 

Monday: ~ Gertie McCabe  

Tuesday : Jim Maguire / Special Intention 

Wednesday: Jimmy Duff / Tony Roe 

Thursday: Morning Prayer of the Church 

Friday: Diarmuid Sugrue 

Saturday: Catherine Ryan (3rd Anniversary) 
 

Sunday 1st July 

10.00am: Mary & John Walsh  

11.30am: Margaret Lyons/ Eamonn & Maura Kehily 

12.45pm:  Mass Pro Populo 

THE DEEP END: Nativity of John the Baptist:    

Today we celebrate the birth of John the Baptist and listen to Luke’s account of his nativity. John’s story is one of sacrifice and humility. His 
parents know there will be something very special about this child. The circumstances surrounding his birth already have people amazed. 

Jewish historians account that John was a preacher around the time of Pontius Pilate who went around calling people to renewal! He spent 
a lot of time in the wilderness, eating wild things and wearing sackcloth. He must have been a very interesting and attractive figure as we 
are told in the gospels that people flocked to the River Jordan to be baptised by him; a sign of their repentance or renewal of relationship 

with God. John gathered so many followers around him that he was considered a threat to Herod Antipas who feared he might begin a 
rebellion. John was a preacher, a prophet, a signpost pointing people in the right direction: towards Jesus of Nazareth.                                                                                                                                     

We can pray today for all those people who acted as signposts in our lives and brought us closer to God in some way, those who guided us 
and pointed us in the right direction when we needed it. We too are also called to be signposts for others. 

 ‘Lord, we thank you for people who guided us, but did not try to possess us: parents, teachers, 
spiritual guides, friends. For a time we stood with them. Very simply, like John the Baptist, they 
said to us, “Look, there is the one you should follow,” and hearing this we followed that per-
son.’                                 Michel de Verteuil               

                Jane Mellett mellettj@gmail.com 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:   Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass               
Baptisms: Second Sunday of the month  1.30pm 

straight after the 12.45pm Mass 

View the Live Broadcast of our services  

Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/ 
for a live streaming of our  Services… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at  9.40am  

before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Lay-led Evening prayer is held every                 
Thursday at 7.30pm in the church.                        
All Welcome 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  
Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                         
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 6:00p.m.(Youth Mass)
Mondays to Fridays:   10:00am.                                                

This Week - 

Over the last few weeks important  

meetings have taken place in the Parish. 

The Finance committee reviewed the 

financial situation of the parish and set 

up a sub-committee to plan the renewal 

of the heating and insultation of the Church.                          

The Baptism team has held several meetings to plan the          

enhancement of  the Sacrament of Baptism within the Parish. 

The trojan work done by this committed team has contributed 

to the formulation of a new policy for baptism in the                       

community. This policy includes new forms and information at 

the first contact, a liturgy of  welcoming and blessing the week 

before the baptism, a  Baptismal folder, a visit from the priest 

of the Parish and  several follow up encounters with the family. 

The team, having assisted at several diocesan meetings,              

is determined to highlight the importance of Baptism as the  

Sacrament of entry  and welcome into the Body of Christ. 

The Board of Management of the Parish Centre met to review 

the mission and vision of the Parish Centre after five years of 

functioning. The original foundational documents were used as 

points of reference for this conversation. The enormous                  

contribution of the Centre to Parish life was highlighted and 

some ideas for the future were shared and discussed. 

The Parish Pastoral Council has also had some very significant 
meetings discussing the future of the Parish and changes that 
might be required to balance the needs and the resources of the 
community. Please watch this space….. ……. 
There was a lot of activity in preparation for the Parish Trip to 

Glendalough... lunches were being pre-eaten; sun cream was 

being tested…  walking sticks, boots, water, Holy Oils, were all 

been packed for the great adventure … the WMOF Balally 

style. 

P.S…. Did you notice anything different about last weeks           

bulletin (there is a prize of an extra bottle of water in                    

Glendalough for all who spotted the novelty) 

 

Jesus the Lord of the storm   

Jesus said to his disciples: “Why is it that you are so 
frightened?  How is it that you have no faith?”  Over 
the past few years the Church has been going 
through a fierce storm.  It has been a time of anxiety 
and worry for many.  It has also been a time of deep 
hurt and anger for others.  And there seems to be no 
end to it.  The word of Jesus today is very timely for 
us.  Even though the storm is real, and we have to 
face the reality of it with all its implications, we have 
to remember that Christ is with us and he will bring 
calm again.  However, this does not mean that we do 
nothing but wait.  We have a real responsibility to 
work for that calm by the ways we love one another 
in our homes and in our community.  This will take a 
lot of generosity with our time and our talents in 
building marriage and family life to their fullest and it 
will take a new commitment to building ourselves as 
a community of faith and hope. 

Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

Get Well to all our parishioners  
who are sick, at home or in hospital,  

we wish you a speedy  recovery  
 

A new European Data Protection law, the General Data             
Protection Regulation (“GDPR”), introduced on 25 May 
2018.  This new law applies to any organisation, including 
our parish that manages and processes people’s personal 
information.  We are now working on ways of ensuring that 
what we do with your information is compliant with this 
new law.  It is a work in progress and over the next few 
months we will keep you informed through the parish                 
website and in the newsletter as policies are put in  place.        
If you have any questions about this please do not hesitate to 

Faith for Life                                                        

 Faith for Life is an adult faith course designed to help you 

to discover more energising and empowering ways to live 

out your faith in the reality of today’s world through                   

relationships, family, home, workplaces and the events of 

daily life.  It aims to help you to be more active, open,             

faithful, confident, trusting and willing to work for 

change.  The Faith for Life course is experienced as a jour-

ney of four ‘Movements’ inviting you to explore the call you 

received in Baptism.  The process for each weekend in-

cludes teaching, personal and group reflection, prayer and 

liturgy.  The course is run over four weekends: 6/7 October 

2018, 17/18 November 2018, 12/13 January 2019 and 23/24 

February 2019.  To apply, please contact the Office for 

Evangelisation and Ecumenism at evangelisa-

tion@dublindiocese.ie   

This course has been designed and is delivered through a 

partnership agreement between the Archdioceses of Dublin 

and Liverpool.  Upon completion, participants will be award-

ed a Certificate of Achievement. 

mailto:evangelisation@dublindiocese.ie
mailto:evangelisation@dublindiocese.ie


Focal  Scoir  

                Tá bhur ndúithche ar neamh, ‘s  

                 ná bígí leamh in bhur gcúis. 

Teagasc Criostaí   An tAthair Peadar  Ó Laoghaire 1912 

Heaven is your inheritance, be not faint-hearted in your 
faith. 

       Fr Jerry Cremin PP    

             Kilbrittain, Co Cork. 
mail@frcremin.com 

Prayer for World Meeting of Families 2018    
                  

God, our Father, 
We are brothers and sisters in Jesus your Son, 

One family, in the Spirit of your love. 
Bless us with the joy of love. 

Make us patient and kind, 
gentle and generous, 

welcoming to those in need. 
Help us to live your forgiveness and peace. 
Protect all families with your loving care, 
Especially those for whom we now pray: 

 
(We pause and remember family members and others by name) 

Increase our faith, 
Strengthen our hope, 

Keep us safe in your love, 
Make us always grateful for the gift of life that we share. 

This we ask, through Christ our Lord,    Amen 

Mary, mother and guide, pray for us. 
Saint Joseph, father and protector, pray for us. 

Saints Joachim and Anne, pray for us. 
Saints Louis and Zélie Martin, pray for us. 

Registration & Tickets for WMOF 2018:   

Visit the Tickets Section on www.worldmeeting2018.ie  to 

access information on the  different type of tickets and                   

registration available.   

Accommodation booking is also available at time of  

registration through the booking form on the website 

 Naomh Olaf GAA Club   

Sandyford Business District of which Naomh Olaf 
G.A.A. Club is a member is holding a Summer BBQ in 

the Club’s grounds this Sunday from 1.00 to 5.30p.m.  This event is 
free and all are welcome. Free car parking locally.  Join us for a fun 
day for all the family.  Live music and entertainment, Giant Games, 
Kiddies Corner, Face Painting, Magicians, Ice Cream, etc. etc. all free 
with more surprises on the day.  There will be a big screen to show 
the Leinster Football Final between Dublin and Laois.  Congratula-
tions to the Dublin Minor Hurling team on their victory over Antrim 
in the Leinster Championship on the score of 3-16 to 0-4.  The three 
Naomh Olaf players Finn Murphy, Donal Leavy and Ciarán Foley all 
played well for Dublin.  Congratulations also to The Dublin under 20 
football team on their victory over Wexford in the Leinster Champi-
onship.  Tom Keane Naomh Olaf played well and he scored four 
points. Hard luck to David Byrne who has been unavailable for se-
lection for the Dublin Senior Football team so far in the Champion-
ship because of a minor injury.  We wish him a speedy recovery. 
The Senior football team play Thomas Davis in a Division one 
League game in Wedgewood next Wednesday evening at 
7.30p.m.  Sympathy is extended to the Slattery family Wedgewood 
on the death of Valery’s mother Gertrude McCabe.  Ar dheis Dé go 
raibh a h anam dilis.  There was no winner of the Lotto Jackpot.  The 
numbers drawn were 13, 19, and 24.  This week’s Jackpot is €1,100. 

  400 CLUB  -    

       Next Draw  Sunday 24th June                 

Did you ever think of joining?                                                            
Ph: 087 2577651 or 01 2954296 

The Parish BINGO  is held every  

Friday at 8.30pm in the Pastoral                 

Centre.   All welcome 

We will be taking names for the  bus to 

the Pope’s Mass in the Phoenix Park 

(26th August)  after Masses today.  

Tickets for the Phoenix Park will be 

available on line from 25th June 

Cemetery Masses  Blessing of the Graves 

Sandyford Parish  Annual Mass & Blessing of 

Graves will take place in St Patrick’s Ceme-

tery, Glencullen on Sunday 8
th
 July at 

3pm.  Annual Mass & Blessing of Graves also 

at Kilgobbin Cemetery, Sandyford on Sunday 

       New Pilgrim Path                                    
Website of the Week. 

Karen Armstrong, religious  historian 
and former Catholic nun, is a provocative, original thinker on 
the role of religion in the modern world.  She promotes a new 
kind of religious discourse that goes back to the core values 
of religion: every single religion is based on compassion and 
on the golden rule, first propounded by Confucius 500 years 
before Christ, “Do not do to others what you would not like 
them to do to you. Look into your own heart, discover what it 
is that gives you pain, and then refuse under any circum-
stance to inflict that pain on anybody else... This is civiliza-
tion”. To access her excellent TED talk, and other rich spir-
itual resources, visit www.NewPilgrimPath.ie “New Pilgrim 
Path” is a website aimed at introducing parishioners to the great 
wealth of Christian resources on the Internet. It was inspired by 
Pope Francis’ enthusiasm for the Internet as offering immense 
possibilities for encounter and solidarity.  We provide links to, and 
a brief description of, a variety of websites.  

http://www.worldmeeting2018.ie
http://www.NewPilgrimPath.ie


  
 

 

 

 

 

 

        Wells for  Zoe -Water for life            

We are a small voluntary organisation,    

working mainly in Malawi, focused in                

enabling the rural poor to access clean, 

safe, drinking water as well as Climate 

Smart Agriculture                                                                  

If  you wish to donate/support  please contact                                  

Christina Lynam on 086 1035090 

Icon Painting Workshop  Six day painting workshop from 

October 8th–13th in the Alexian Brothers Monastery, 

Churchfield, Knock, Co. Mayo with instructor Theodoros 

Papadopoulos.  Fee €440.  For more information/to                     

register, email theodoreicons@gmail.com  

Society of African Missions (SMA) Summer School 
2018  ‘Radical Discipleship: Healing for a World in Pain’  Friday 
29th June to Sunday 1st July in Dromantine, Newry, Co. 
Down.  The keynote speakers include Cardinal Vincent Nichols, 
Professor Tina Beattie and the former Governor of Mountjoy 
Prison, John Lonergan.  There are also several related workshops 
and excellent facilitators, as well as prayer and Eucharist.  Daily 
attendance fee is £5 for Friday / £10 for Saturday or Sunday.   
Enquiries to laity@sma.ie or visit https://sma.ie/sma-summer-
school-2018-radical-descipleship-healing-for-a-world-in-pain/ 

 

 

 

 

Volunteers needed for Aware  Aware, Ireland’s 

leading organisation providing support, education 

and information services for people impacted by 

depression, bipolar disorder and related mood 

conditions, is urgently seeking new volunteers 

across four services – Support Line, Support Mail, 

Support & Self Care Groups and Life Skills 

Online.  No prior qualifications or experience is 

required, as comprehensive training as well as on-

going support and education is provided by the 

organisation.  For more information on each op-

portunity, please visit: www.aware.ie/volunteering 

or phone Emma on 01-2374926. 

The Annual Balally Family Resource Centre  

Community Day takes place on  

Sunday July 1st at the Scout Den  

from 2pm – 5pm. 

Lots of Entertainment, Children's Activities, Food, 

Magic Show etc.     FUN FOR EVERYONE    All WELCOME 

Parish Hike   Parish Youth Group, 

Teen Hope  invites interested families 

to join them for a  Parish Hike on   

Friday 6th July from 11- 3pm.                                       

The walk will be suitable from 8yrs 

upwards and you need to bring a 

packed lunch, good runners and a waterproof jacket. Please 

contact Sandyford Parish Office for more information or to 

book a place. Email: office@sandyfordparish.org. Phone: 01-

2956414  
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