
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
Christmas 2018 

23rd  - 30th December   

                   

    

Parish Office Open Hours:  

Tuesday to Friday from 10.30am – 

12.30pm.  Tel: 01-2954296,  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie   

Co– Parish Priest: 
Fr Peter Byrne:  

Tel: 089-4824671  
Email: 
Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com                                                 

 

Pastoral Centre:   
Tel: 01- 2953095  

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com   

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

 

Mass Times & Intentions:  
Sunday 23rd 

10.00am:  Teresa O’ Dowd/ James Mc Mahon/                        
  Sean Whelan  

12.00 noon   Peter Maher/ Andrew Watt/  John Scott/ 
  Veronica May     

Monday 24th  Christmas Eve: 

10.00am: Pauline Connolly (6th A)/  Paddy Clarke. 

Family Mass: 6.30pm 

Midnight Mass: 9.00pm (Carols 8.30pm) 

25th Christmas Day 

10.00am & 12 noon 

 

Wednesday, Feast of St Stephen: Mary Supple/ Marie 

Webb/ Tom Dunford 

Thursday:   

Friday:  Breda Creighton/Special Intention 

Saturday:  Yiannos Eftamandilos ( Months Mind) 

Sunday 30th December 

10.00am:   James, Margaret & Kevin Sheridan /  

Pat Keenan 

12 noon: Tom & Peggy McGrath & Peggy's sister Sheila 

Giotto di Bondone, Birth of Jesus  

God With Us 
– Peru - 

 
This years nativity 

scene is an example of 

typical South               

American  art and                

reminds us of the                

colour and joy we             

received from our        

visitors during the 

World Meeting of 

Families, particularly 

those from                       

Guatemala and               

Mexico  who stayed 

in homes in the                

parish. 
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Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month  at 
1.30pm 

View the Live Broadcast of our services  

Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-
live/ for a live streaming of our  Services… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

    Eucharistic Adoration       with prayer and 
reflection - is held here in the church every Friday 
morning after the 10.00amMass  
                                                                                          

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  
Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 6:00p.m.
(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays:   
10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and 7.30pm.                                                  
Sacrament of Reconciliation after Mass on Saturdays/
Confessions by request 

Dear Parishioners and Friends, 

    Christmas is coming and the geese (in solidarity with us 
all) are getting fat. All the Christmassy things become 
prevalent and important. One of those Christmassy things 
is to look back over the year and highlight some of the im-
portant moments and events that we have shared as a            
Parish Family this year. Indeed, it has been a busy year 
with the First Communions, Confirmations, Baptisms, the 
celebration of the Sacraments and the liturgical year and 
the all other events that year on year  occur in our Church.                                                                 
 However, outstanding in our memories has been the 
visit of Pope Francis and all the preparation and events 
that  happened in our Parish to surround and prepare that 
beautiful moment. It would be impossible to go through all 
that was done and to thank all those who got involved,              
suffice to say that Balally Community once again proved 
itself as a welcoming and happy place to be a Christian. 
But the whole event highlighted the need to open our 
hearts and minds to all families: the perfect and the              
troubled, the traditional and the new, the tattered, the tiny, 
the chirpy and the sad.                                                        
 Christ was born into a non-traditional family, his life 
was threatened from the outset, He was born into poverty, 
became homeless, was a refugee in a foreign land and all 
this as a child. So as we enjoy this wonderful time of year 
let us take time out to be challenged by the mystery we            
celebrate, give place to prayer and silence, to smiles and 
charity and to open our hearts to this God among us.                                                                         
 “ The Gospel of the family is truly joy for the world, 
since there, in our families, Jesus can always be found, 
dwelling in simplicity and poverty as he did in the home of 
the Holy Family of Nazareth.” Pope Francis in Croke 
Park 

Happy Christmas to all our Community, 

Parish Team.  

 

 

 

Mary’s Child: the Prince of Peace  
Elizabeth said: ‘Blessed is she who 
believed that the promise made to 
her by the Lord would be fulfilled’.  
This week we celebrate the won-

derful feast of Christmas.  Mary is 
by far the best person to teach us what 

it is about as she was very central to the first Christmas.  
The first thing she teaches us is that Christmas is pri-
marily about Christ.  How obvious that should be and 
yet it is about so many other things for so many people 
today.  The second thing Mary teaches us about Christ-
mas is that it is about God’s extreme love for us as we 
are.  Each one of us is so precious in God’s eyes that                
Christmas would have happened if we were the  
only person ever to live.  It is a time to let go to that 
love.  And the third thing is that it is about family – our 
love for one another in our homes and being a family 
together in our parish community.     
                                                  Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

What did the Pope say in Ireland?                                                                                                             

“Even in Ireland’s darkest hours, they found in that justice and solidarity. The Christian message has been an integral 
part of that experience, and has shaped the language, thought and culture of people on this island.” (Dublin Castle, 
25th August 2018) 

                                                                 Did he really say that?  

  

INVITATION  -  
A Mass to celebrate the children who were Baptised in our Church during 2018.                                                                                                          
Together with their Parents and Godparents, these  children   are invited to come to 
the12.00pm Mass Sunday 13th  January, the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. You are             
invited to bring along your baptismal candle, and your family & friends to this celebration. 



 

The Parish BINGO  is  held every  

Friday at 8.30pm in the Pastoral 

Centre.                           

‘Thank you’ &  a very Happy 
Christmas to all our 400 Club 
members    Next Draw:  30th  
December.  In Addition to this 
months  usual 4 cash prizes there 
will be a draw for 6 Hampers 

Did you ever think of joining?                                                             
Subscription: €10 per month  

Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office: 01 2954296   

         Naomh Olaf GAA Club  
The 20th Annual Mass for               
deceased members of the Club 
was Celebrated in this Church on Sunday last.  

It was a lovely ceremony.  Thanks to everyone who attended.  
A special thanks to all of the young people who took an active 
part.  Commiserations to the minor camogie team defeated in 
the Shield final on Sunday last.  This team had a very good 
year however winning the Cup and coming runners-up in their 
Championship.  The Christmas Dinner Dance held in the well 
decorated function room in the Clubhouse on the 8th Decem-
ber, 2018 was a great success.  With excellent food, lively mu-
sic and good company a great night was assured.  Sarah Kin-
sella, Jenny Murray and Paul Lyons deserve much credit for 
its success.  A special thanks to seventeen- year- old Katie 
Weir, grand-daughter of Mick and Josie Brown whose cameo 
singing appearance blew the crowd away.  There was a very 
enjoyable night in the Clubhouse on Saturday the 15th Decem-
ber when the Annual Special Monster Christmas Lotto Draw 
was held.  The Attendance Draw was held first followed by 
the Special Draw when fourteen players won very worthwhile 
prizes. There was no winner of the Lotto Jackpot.  The num-
bers drawn were 18, 19 and 25.  The next draw will be held on 
the 6th January, 2019 when the Jackpot will be €1200.  The 
Club wishes a very happy, holy and peaceful Christmas to all 
of its members and supporters. 

Get Well                                                               
to all our parishioners who are sick, at 

home or in hospital,  
we wish you a speedy recovery  

 

Sheep on  

journey to  

Bethlehem 

Finding Jesus 
If you are familiar with the beautiful prayer, the rosary, 
you will know that the fifth Joyful mystery is the finding of 
the child Jesus in the Temple.  How worried both Mary and 
Joseph must have been when Jesus went missing.  It surely 
must be the worst thing that any parent has to endure.   
Tragically down the years many people have gone missing 
and to this day there are parents, siblings, partners who are 
still suffering as a result of a loved one’s disappearance.  
We might remember to say a prayer for them. The title I 
gave above can also be relevant if we have lost Jesus in our 
lives.  Have we shut him out of our thoughts and minds.  
As we approach these last few days we still have time to 
look for Him again.  Perhaps we are too caught up in the 
fast pace our world has become.   Are we misguided by 
striving to obtain all the latest modern material things in 
the hope of finding contentment and happiness.  Of course 
we all like to have nice things around us, that is only hu-
man, but objects alone will not compensate for the real joy 
of keeping Jesus in our Lives.  If we take the time to               
ponder his life when He was on earth we will realise that it 
was spent among the poor, the homeless and among sin-
ners.  We are reminded of this by the tradition of the giving 
of presents to our loved ones at Christmas and the by              
helping the needy. Christmas is a time for great joy when 
we know that the infant child came into our world to save 
us.  So if we try to think about this great event, the birth of 
Jesus, He will find a way into our hearts again this                      
Christmas . 
Ann Schmitz 

Thank you:   

To all who work so hard preparing the church and enhancing our Liturgies and welcoming others during the past year …. 

The Church Cleaning Guild, Floral Teams, Altar Society, Liturgy groups, Baptism team, Do This In Memory team, 

Fáilte team, Stewards, Choirs,  Ministers of the Word, Ministers of the Eucharist, Maintenance Team and all who             

prepared and presented Thursday  morning /evening prayer and Advent morning prayer.                                                                                                                                         

Thanks to all of you who come and participate daily and weekly in prayer, devotions, the daily rosary and Eucharist.               

To all who collect and deliver for the church, those who prepared the crib and decorated the church  so beautifully 

for Christmas -   Your contribution is very much appreciated. 
 

Nappies and formula for the Capuchin Centre: 

Thank you so much for your response to the appeal for  babies 

nappies and formula for Brother Kevin's  centre — Over 80 

packets of nappies and over 30 boxes of formula  and assorted 

wipes, toys and clothes were donated  here in Balally and  were 

delivered to the centre. 



 

Continuing…….Fr Lane’s letter  from Berkley…..2nd December, 2018. 
Some weeks later, we had the tragic Californian wildfires, bringing death to over a hundred people, the destruction of some 

140,000 acres of trees in Northern California, and the dislocation of around 200,000 individuals . Some lost their lives while 

trying to drive away from the raging fires. What happened is indescribable: the loss of life, the destruction of wildlife, and 

the annihilation of beautiful trees.                                                                                                                                               

In the Berkeley area where I am living, smoke and ash descended from Northern California. All classes, meetings and ser-

vices were cancelled for a week because the air quality was categorised as “unhealthy” and we were instructed  “to stay in-

doors”,  all of which of course was a minor inconvenience in comparison to what so many thousands had experienced and 

suffered.                                                                                                                                                                                           

In the midst of this destruction of life, limb and land, we had the publication of climate Reports containing dire warnings 

about the damage we humans are inflicting on mother nature.                                                                                                        

There was the Inter-Governmental UN report on climate change in October 2018. This pointed to the changes needed in all 

aspects of society to prevent global warming, to reduce extreme weather events, to curb rising sea levels and diminishing 

Arctic sea ice and the wiping out of island peoples. Secondly, we had the US Report on Climate Change in November 2018, 

issued by 13 federal agencies, indicating that failure to act now will cost the US economy hundreds of billions of dollars. 

And thirdly, we had the EU Report from the European Environment Agency, 2018, deeply concerned about the lack of pro-

gress in addressing climate change.                                                                                                                                                   

In spite of all these negative reports, I am still hopeful that global warming can be reduced and that climate change can be 

controlled by the collective efforts of scientists, governments, economists and financiers, the religious leaders of the world, 

and the inspiring vision of Pope Francis in Laudato si.                                                                                                                            

And why am I hopeful?  Two reasons come to mind immediately. There is the upcoming 2018 United Nations 

Climate Change conference (COP24) currently taking place in Katowice, Poland, from 3 December- 14 Decem-

ber 2018. This meeting will review the implementation, or lack of implementation, of the 2015 Paris agreement 

on climate change. It is also expected that this important gathering will call for immediate action to keep the glob-

al temperature below 1.5°C.                                                                                                                                          

Secondly, Pope Francis has convened a Synod of Bishops for the Pan Amazon region, to take place in Rome for 

October 2019. This synod will gather people from Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, French Guiana, Guyana 

Peru, Suriname and Venezuela to discuss “Amazonia: New paths for the Church and for an Integral Ecology”.    

Let me conclude by saying that I think of you often, especially at liturgies, and the many wonderful activities go-

ing on in the parish. I continue to thank God for the privilege of serving in Balally Parish for 25 years and for the 

many kindnesses of so many in the parish over those memorable years.                                                                         

I wish all of you Advent Hope, Christmas Blessings, and interior Peace throughout 2019. I look forward to being 

back among you in early February 2019. Best wishes for now,    

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US   

             TEL: 01 2932828 

Balally on Annual tour to Waterford with Nuala and Kathleen 

  Handmaids of the Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Would like to thank all the Balally Parishioners who collected and delivered stamps . It is greatly appreciated by our         

missionaries who are working in remote areas of the world in very difficult circumstances. “It is so encouraging for us 

here to think that there are people in here who think of us and try to help us.    So keep up the good work”  

We would like to wish you all a Happy Christmas and New Year.   God Bless you all  

 Yours sincerely, Sister  Marie 

https://www.fiftyflowers.com/product/blush-mini-calla-lily-flower.htm

