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The Deep End: Christmas is all around 
The sights and sounds and smells of the season are all around us. Is there a particular sound that reminds you of Advent or 
Christmas – perhaps a carol you’ve always loved, or the sound of jingle bells? For many, the smell of mince pies or mulled 
wine are real signs of Christmas. Our towns and cities are filled with wonderful sights too: festive lights and decorations, 
trees decked out with tinsel and baubles, while our churches display Nativity scenes. Another common sight in the run-up to 
Christmas are the charity collectors we meet on the streets, singing carols or shaking buckets, urging us to give generously to 
a good cause. It is a feast for the senses, with these experiences often evoking warm Christmas memories and putting us good 
humour. Today is known as Gaudete Sunday – Gaudete means ‘rejoice’. In our churches, the rose-coloured candle is lit on 
the Advent wreath to symbolise joy. Today’s readings bring out this sense of joyful anticipation of the Lord’s coming. The 
people of Jesus’ time would have been familiar with Isaiah’s talk of ‘everlasting joy and gladness’. And Jesus tells us: 
‘Happy is the man who does not lose faith in me’. It is this personal encounter with Jesus that we celebrate at Christmas, God 
becoming man, the Good News announced by John the Baptist in today’s Gospel. We have reason to be happy – let’s make 
this Gaudete Sunday a real celebration. Tríona Doherty Email: tríona@gmail.com 

Parish Office Open Hours:                  

Tuesday to Friday  10.30am – 12.30pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

   Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com              

Fr Dermot A. Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

  Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                         

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

 

Mass Times & Intentions:   
 
 

 Sunday 15th December 
 

10.00am:  Christy Doyle (20th Annv) Sean Whelan  
(11th Annv) / Mary Conlon (10th Annv)/                               
Rose O’ Connor & Baby Oliver Short. 
 

 

12.00noon: Deceased members of Naomh Olaf GAA 
Club 
 

13.30 Mass for Mhaire Tuvker (1st Annv) 
 

Mon 16th  - Sat 21st December10.00am: 
 

Monday:  Des O Callaghan/Rody Egan & Myra Yorke 

Tuesday: The Lynch Family/ Phyllis Mc Donald/Mary 
O’ Dwyer 

Wednesday: Bridget Byrne/ Special Intention  
(The Prendiville Family) 

 

Thursday: Mass in Sandyford  
 

Friday : Mary O’ Dwyer/ The Candon Family  
 

Saturday: 10.00  Jim & Simon Ward/ Special Intention 
for Peggy & Tom McGrath/ Joe Lynam (9th Annv) 
 
 

12.00noon: Wedding of Lisa Blunden & 

Shane O’ Leary  

Sunday 22nd December 
10.00am:  Seán & Mary Dillon/ James 
McMahon/ Victor Marin Del Sol 
 

12.00noon: Andrew Watt (15th Annv)/Peter Maher/ 

Declan Morris (2nd Annv) Special Intention for Ann 

Arthur/ Fr Philip Fogarty S.J 

Giovanni di Paolo, (1403—1482) John the Baptist in Prison,  
Visited by Disciples. 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month  
at 1.00pm  

View the Live Broadcast of our  

services  
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-
live/ for a live streaming of our liturgies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

   Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and  

reflection - is held here in the church every Friday 
morning after the 10.00amMass                                                                                        

 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 6:00p.m 
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays:  10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                       
after Mass on Saturdays/Confessions by request 

 

This Week: 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 

Without doubt one of the great days in our Parish 
preparation for Christmas. The Jesse tree was  
further decorated with the Old Testament figures 
that prepare us for the coming of the Child Jesus. The sheep  
continued their journey towards Bethlehem.  

Our volunteers from the Vincent de Paul appealed on behalf 
of needy members of our community and the parish respond-
ed with its famous generosity.  

 

Meanwhile in the Parish Centre tables laden with Jam and Cakes 
(Welly Jam, Angles Kiss, Jumbleberry … the exclusive tastes of 
Balally) were on display for sale. Then the special raffle was so 
popular that there weren’t enough table tennis balls for the raffle 
drum …  

All in all the community gathered €4,000 for the rebuilding 
fund for Fr Pablo’s Church in Guatemala. Yes €4,000 ! (the 
annual minimum wage in Guatemala is €2,466) that’s 34,000 
Quetzals, the currency of Guatemala.  

We had a Parish Pastoral Meeting on Monday; there was a  
discussion about the future of the Parish and a letter is to be made 
available to all parishioners with practical suggestions about how 
to continue to have worship in the Parish as the number of clergy 
continues to diminish.  

Some new artwork has been installed provisionally in the 
Church. Can you identify the artists and the meaning?  

There were also two suggestions in the suggestion Box: 
About the sound in the Church: This is a very valid point and 
everyone should be able to hear clearly in the liturgy. Again the 
technicians will be invited in to study the sound in the Church 
and propose possible solutions. 

A desire was expressed for more time of Eucharistic adoration on 
Fridays (we already have adoration after Mass) this is an  
important suggestion and without doubt will find interest among 
parishioners. For this idea to come  to fruition a person needs to 
take ownership of the project and organize the details. If there is 
anyone available please leave your expression of interest in the 
Parish office.  
 

BREAKING NEWS: On Friday 20th of December after 10.00 
Mass we will have a Mince Pie Stravaganza to say “Happy 
Retirement”: to Brid Fitzgerald who has been an amazing 
servant of the Parish and who will be missed in the Parish 
Office and in all the other projects she was involved in.  

    Naomh Olaf GAA Club 
 

At the Club’s A.G.M. held 
on Thursday evening the 5th 

December, 2019 the following committee was  
elected. Chairperson: John Somers, Vice Chairperson: 
Maoiliosa O’ Dhubhthaigh, Treasurer: Paddy 
Kiernan, Secretary: Seán Sullivan, Registrar: Colm 
McEnerney, Officer for Irish Culture: Muireann Nic 
Coitir, Public Relations Officer: Debbie Phillips, 
Children’s Officer: Maoiliosa O’Dubhthaigh, Player 
Representative: Colin Doyle, Committee Members: 
Paul Sullivan, Geoff Gammell, Ronan Hayes, Declan 
Murphy, Barry Nestor, Terence O’Halloran and Amy 
Wilkins.  John O’Brien stood down as Chairperson 
following three years of outstanding service.   
Caroline Canna stood down as Registrar having made 
a huge contribution in this role for a number of years.  
Liam Donnelly, and Seán Farrell  also stood down 
from the Executive having made very worthwhile 
contributions. Naomh Olaf Golf Society will hold 
their Christmas outing in the Old Conna Golf Club on 
December 27th 2019.  The time sheet is currently on 
the Golf Society notice board in the Clubhouse.  
There was no winner of the Lotto Jackpot the  
numbers drawn were 1, 5 and 17. This week’s Jackpot 
is €1,900. 

                             
 
Readings for next Sunday   

22nd  December   
    4th Sunday in Advent 
Reading I: Isaiah 7:10-14 
Responsorial Psalm 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 
Reading II: Romans 1:1-7 
Gospel: Matthew 1:18-24 

The brussels sprout game! 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/122219.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/122219.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/122219.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/122219.cfm


The Coffee dock is open after  

Masses  every Sunday and is run by parish 

Volunteers. Do drop in for a 

 cuppa and chat.  

If you are interested  in  

volunteering  please 

 contact the Parish Office. 

 

    The Parish BINGO is held every Friday     

      At  8.30pm In the Pastoral Centre.   

                      All welcome 
                              

                                          Get well  

Best wishes and a speedy recovery to all our  

Parishioners who are sick or housebound. We keep 

you in our thoughts and prayers. 

   Balally Parish 400 Club draw 
 

Hampers & Heroes 
 

December draw takes place on Sunday 
22nd.In addition to the four main  
prizes there will be 10 hampers and 10  
consolation prizes 
 

Did you ever think of joining?  
Subscription:€10 per month                                                                            
 

Christmas Gift Certificates for the 400  
Club available in the Parish Office 
 

Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 

Joy in the Lord 

“Happy is the one who does not lose faith in me.”  
Over the past few years many people have lost faith 
in Christ and in his Church.  There have been very 
good reasons for this, particularly the sins of others 
that have shocked and rocked us all.  However, this 
Christmas is another call to us to renew our faith in 
Christ, and our loyalty to his Church.  We are 
brought again to the simple crib where God shows 
us the gentleness of his love. We can let go of the 
past in this simple place. We can let ourselves be 
healed from anger or bitterness by this Lord who is 
among us as a helpless baby.  His only desire is that 
we would be people of compassion for one another 
and gentleness with one another. We practice this 
faith firstly in our homes as we grow in love for 
each member of our family and we practice it in 
our community where we can make such a  
difference in making sure that every person is cared 
for at this special time.   

Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

           Mindfulness Group   

The next Meeting of Mindfulness will take place on 

Monday 16th December and in January the dates are 6th 

and 20th from 7.30pm to 8.30pm in the Upper Room, accessible 

from the Church Porch .If you are Interested, further information is 

available from the Parish Office or Ph 087 4178926 .       

     All are welcome                   

Morning prayer in Advent. 
Invitation to Join a Spiritual Journey  

towards Christmas 
 

You are invited to take some time out for your-
self in this time of preparation for Christmas. Join others in a period 
of reflective quiet to start your day. Weekday mornings at 7am, from 
Monday 2nd December through to Christmas Eve morning here in 
Balally Church. We use readings from Scripture, music and Prayer 
in a quiet and gentle atmosphere to aid us on our journey from the 
dark of night into the light of day. All are welcome any morning or 
every morning, you will be on your way by 7:25am. 

Musical Journey through Advent 
 

Join vocalist Kerrie O'Connor, harpists Mary 
Louise O'Donnell and Teresa O'Donnell and vio-
linist Naomi O'Shea forseries of Advent reflec-
tions in Avila Carmelite Centre, Donnybrook. Tuesdays 17th  
December 7 30pm - 8 30pm for details  See www.avilacentre.ie.    
Listen – Sing –  reflect 

Joint Church Community Project CLG 

Vacancies for 
Caretaker / Grounds person &  

Office Assistant 
Community Employment  Ref:  CES: 

2106643 
Based in Balally Parish, Wedgewood, Dublin 

16. 
Apply to DEASP Employment Services /  

Intreo office to check your eligibility 
to apply for this vacancy. 

Eligibility to participate on CE is generally 
linked to those who are 21 years of age or over 

and in receipt of a qualifying Irish Social  
Welfare payment. 

Informal enquiries to the Supervisor  
 Sheila Flanagan 01-2953224  Email:  

sheila@tiernans.ie  

Calling all Families  

and all Children 

At the family Mass on 
Christmas Eve (18.30) and 

the Family Mass on  
Christmas Day (10.00) 

there will be a blessing of 
the Baby Jesus. Bring along 
your infant and there will 
be a special blessing at the 

end of Mass. 
 

Mince pies and chat after the  

       carol service 
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WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

 

 
 

 

 

Full Circle Financial Services                     
Limited specialising in:- 

Mortgages, New and                                               
Remortgaging  

Life Assurance Cover 

  Financial Reviews 

   Pensions advice  

120  Lower Kilmacud Road,                        
Stillorgan,  Co Dublin 

Office: 01 2530060 

Email: info@fcfinancial.ie 

Web: www.fcfinancial.ie 
Full Circle Financial Services Limited is                

regulated by the Central Bank of  Ireland 

 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I NN 

Advertising 
If you would like to  advertise in the 
Parish Newsletter please  
contact  the Parish Office on 
 01– 2954296 

 


