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The Deep End: Change of Heart 

‘ Once again, we come to the Holiday Season, a deeply religious time that each of us observes, in his own way, by going to 
the mall of his choice, (Dave Barry) We might recognise ourselves in the above statement! We are so used to the commercial 
side of Christmas - the frenzy of ads and gift—buying, the extravagant decorations and parties—that it is easy to forget what 
we are really celebrating. That’s where John the Baptist comes in. We first meet John in Luke’s Gospel, before he is even 
born. Elizabeth’s pregnancy is announced at the same time as Mary’s, though John will be born first. The next we hear of 
John, he appears as God’s messenger (as we hear in today’s Gospel), preparing the way of the Lord. His job is to set the 
stage for Jesus to begin his ministry and his central message is repentance. The Greek word for repentance was metanoia, 
which literally means a change of heart, or turning one’s life around . So John is inviting his audience to make a break with 
the past, turn to God and go in a different direction. When Jesus begins his own ministry, his first  message is the very same: 
‘ Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand’. This is a fitting message as we enter the second week of Advent. As 
we prepare to welcome Jesus, we are invited to metanoia, or change of heart. As we ponder the mysteries of Christmas, we 
are nudged onwards in a new direction. This week, we could make a conscious effort to move away from the noise and lights 
of the mall’, to still or minds, and to open our hearts to God’s call.                                                                                        
 ‘Christmas is a season for kindling the fire for hospitality in the hall, the genial flame of charity in the heart’.  
(Washington Irvin)      Jane Mellett mellettj@gmail.com 

Parish Office Open Hours:                  

Tuesday to Friday  10.30am – 12.30pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

   Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com              

Fr Der-

mot A. Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

  Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                         

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

 

Mass Times & Intentions:   
 
 

Sunday 8th December   
 10.00am:  Loclainn O’ Catháin / Mary Doyle  
(Birthday Remembrance) 
  
12.00noon Noel Cullen (Birthday Remembrance)/  
Margaret Wilkes (2nd Annv) 
 

Mon 9th   - Sat 14th  December10.00am: 
 

Monday:  Martin & Eta Manion/ Sean Cashman & 
Sean Brown/ Elizabeth O Connor 
 

Tuesday: Mona Fitzpatrick/ Special Intention  
(Get Well)/ Paddy Wyse  
 

Wednesday: Gerard Good/ Deceased Members of the 
McGlynn & Fitzgerald Families/ Bridget Byrne 
 

Thursday: Mass in Sandyford  
 

Friday : John Egan 
 

Saturday: John Roberts 
 

Sunday 15th December 
 
10.00am:  Christy Doyle (20th Annv) Sean Whelan  
(11th Annv) / Mary Conlon (10th Annv) 
 
12.00noon: Deceased members of Naomh Olaf GAA 
Club 
 
13.30 Mass for Mhaire Tuvker (1st Annv) 

I baptize you with water for repentance.  

But one who is more powerful than I, will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and Fire. 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month  at 
1.00pm  

View the Live Broadcast of our  

services  
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/ for 
a live streaming of our liturgies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

   Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and  

reflection - is held here in the church every Friday 
morning after the 10.00amMass                                                                                        

 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 6:00p.m 
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays:  10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                       
after Mass on Saturdays/Confessions by request 

 

 
The First Week of Advent 2019 

Sunday saw the DTIM organize a beautiful  
family Mass with the lighting of the First Advent 
Candle, the distribution of the Sheep who will 
make their trip to Bethlehem representing the 
children in first communion class and the dressing of the Jesse 
tree; the family tree of Jesus.  
The generosity of the parish was highlighted again as 67  big 
bags of food were donated for the Crosscare collection. A lot of 
this food is going to be distributed locally.  
A wonderful group of parishioners has gathered every morning to 
participate in the Prayer of the Church. The silence, the music the 
readings and prayers contribute powerfully to make this advent a 
true spiritual journey towards Bethlehem. 
 On Monday and Tuesday teams of maintenance and  
decoration started to prepare the Church for Christmas. The  
lighting was upgraded, wreaths were put in place (after having 
been beautified) and new artwork was placed for the stations of 
Christmas. 
Tuesday also saw the meeting of the liturgy team to prepare the 
Christmas Masses. Readings, hymns and introductions were  
elaborated. The Christmas schedule was made available in the 
Church Porches.  
Ministers of the Word young and old gathered on Wednesday 
night to chat about the Jitters, the Titters and the Critters of  
proclaiming the Word of God. Tricks of the trade were shared 
over a cup of tea.  
 
THE FUN BEGINS: THE CAROL SERVICE WARMS UP 
Beautiful hampers appeared as lines were sold for the raffle.  
An orchestra in the Church? Yes indeed you may have spotted 
the musicians preparing for the Carol Service  
you may also have spotted pots of jam  sneaking into the Parish 
Centre and Brussels sprouts , under the cover of darkness,  
gathering to prepare for the most original draw of all time (yes 
you might win a Brussel Sprout).  
Wine was also seen in the vicinity it seemed to be mulling over 
Sunday’s Carol Service where it will have to mingle with mince 
pies and cakes to beat the band (not the orchestra … they won’t 
be beaten) 
 

I would like to draw your attention to an important letter from 
Archbishop Martin about the future of First Communion and 
Confirmation. This will have a huge impact on our parish.  

https://www.dublindiocese.ie/significant-change-proposed-in-
sacramental-preparation/ 

    Naomh Olaf GAA Club 
 

The Annual Mass for the deceased 
members of Naomh Olaf G.A.A. 
Club will be celebrated in the Church of the  
Ascension of the Lord, Balally, on Sunday next the 
15th December, 2019, at 12 noon. Congratulations to 
the boys under 16 football team on winning the 
Shield competition last weekend.  Dublin North re-
cently played Dublin South in the Leinster Colleges 
Senior Hurling Championship.  Dublin North won on 
the score of 1-20 to 1-16.  Ciarán Foley, Naomh Olaf, 
playing for the south side scored a total of 11 points, 
9 from frees and 2 from play.  A large selection of 
suitable Christmas gifts are available in the Club’s 
shop.  The shop is open Tuesday’s and Wednesday’s 
from 6.30 to 7.30 p.m. and on Saturday’s from 10 
a.m. to 12 noon.  Sympathy is extended to the 
O’Grady family Kilgobbin Wood on the death of  
Noel’s mother Tess O’Grady and also to the  
McDonnell family Balally Drive on the death of Ma-
rie McDonnell.  Ar dheis Dé go raibh a n-anamacha 
dílse. There was no winner of the Lotto Jackpot.  The 
numbers drawn were 2, 19 and 26.  This week’s Jack-
pot is €1,800.  The monster Christmas Lotto draw 
takes place on Saturday the 14th December.  All 
 tickets bought before then will also go into this draw. 

        Readings for next Sunday   
15th December   

  3rd Sunday in Advent 

   
Reading I: Isaiah 35:1-6A, 10 
Responsorial Psalm 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-10 
Reading II: James 5:7-10 
Gospel: Matthew 11:2-11 

[The Baptist] will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire 

John cried out in the desert, prepare! 
Prepare! Reshape your life! 
Change your mind, change your heart! 
The one is coming who is the very Spirit of God! 
Christ, we want to have all these.  
Talk to our hearts. Set us on fire with flames 
that are your Spirit. 

 

Advent Sung Night Prayer takes place in St 
Mary's on the ... Mondays of December at 8pm 
 

Take time to be still at the closing of day as we 
wait in silence and song for the Saviour   
 

All are most welcome. 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/121519.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/121519.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/121519.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/121519.cfm


The Coffee dock is open after  

Masses  every Sunday and is run by parish 

Volunteers. Do drop in for a 

 cuppa and chat.  

If you are interested  in  

volunteering  please 

 contact the Parish Office. 

 
    The Parish BINGO 
is held every Friday   

  At  8.30pm                                            
In the Pastoral Centre.   

Get well  
Best wishes and a speedy  
recovery to all our  
Parishioners who are sick or 
housebound. We keep you in our thoughts 
and prayers. 

   Balally Parish 400 Club draw 
 

Congratulations to our November 
Winners 

1st Prize €1,000: Eilis Pollard 

2nd Prize €300:Luke Cullen   

3rd Prize  €200: Anne Tynan 

4th Prize €100: Bridget Power 

Christmas Gift Certificates for the 400  
Club available in the Parish Office 
Did you ever think of joining? Subscription:€10 per month                                                                    
 
Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 

 
 

Prepare a way for the Lord 

“Repent, for the kingdom of  
heaven is close at hand.”  These 
words of John the Baptist in this 
Sunday’s Mass are sometimes 
used to scare people. However, 
they are another way of saying waken up and see 
the wonder and beauty all around you. The main 
way to repent is to stop taking so much for granted 
and begin again to have a sense of wonder at all the 
goodness that is in your life. A sure sign of repent-
ance is joy. The first place to look for this is in your 
home and among your family. Count your blessings 
here and begin seeing how much you are receiving 
from those you love rather than all you think you 
are giving. This will be a wonderful preparation for 
the joy of Christmas. Secondly look at the commu-
nity of faith you belong to and acknowledge all the 
gifts and graces you receive there. And give thanks.  

Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 
 

           Mindfulness Group   

The next Meeting of Mindfulness will take place on 

Monday 16th December and in January the dates are 

6th and 20th from 7.30pm to 8.30pm in the Upper 

Room, accessible from the Church Porch .If you are 

Interested, further information is available from the Parish Office or 

Ph 087 4178926 .       

All are welcome                   

Morning prayer in Advent. 
Invitation to Join a Spiritual Journey  

towards Christmas 
 

You are invited to take some time out for 
yourself in this time of preparation for 
Christmas. Join others in a period of  
reflective quiet to start your day. Weekday mornings at 7am, from 
Monday 2nd December through to Christmas Eve morning here in 
Balally Church. We use readings from Scripture, music and Prayer 
in a quiet and gentle atmosphere to aid us on our journey from the 
dark of night into the light of day. All are welcome any morning or 
every morning, you will be on your way by 7:25am. 

An Ideal Christmas 

Gift 

“A History of Balally Parish & 

the Community”,  

is an interesting modern local history. The 

Parish was formed in 1977 over forty years 

ago.  The history of Balally is a beautiful 

publication in colour containing 167 pages. 

The many articles are interesting and are written mainly by parish-

ioners who were themselves involved in the subject matter. and  

will revive fond memories.  This book which costs €20 is available 

from Balally Parish Office.  

Joint Church Community Project CLG 

Vacancies for 
Caretaker / Grounds person &  

Office Assistant 
Community Employment  Ref:  CES: 

2106643 
Based in Balally Parish, Wedgewood, Dublin 

16. 
Apply to DEASP Employment Services /  

Intreo office to check your eligibility 
to apply for this vacancy. 

Eligibility to participate on CE is generally 
linked to those who are 21 years of age or over 

and in receipt of a qualifying Irish Social  
Welfare payment. 

Informal enquiries to the Supervisor  
 Sheila Flanagan 01-2953224  Email:  

sheila@tiernans.ie  

https://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjGpMS1rqvcAhWDIVAKHbAQCeMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.samadhicushions.com%2FTibetan-Brass-Bowl-Gong-with-Striker-p%2Fs-3950.htm&psig=AOvVaw3U-gtzwWCd9ZbzezAQ
mailto:sheila@tiernans.ie


 

 

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

 

 
 

 

 

Full Circle Financial Services                     
Limited specialising in:- 

Mortgages, New and                                               
Remortgaging  

Life Assurance Cover 

  Financial Reviews 

   Pensions advice  

120  Lower Kilmacud Road,                        
Stillorgan,  Co Dublin 

Office: 01 2530060 

Email: info@fcfinancial.ie 

Web: www.fcfinancial.ie 
Full Circle Financial Services Limited is                

regulated by the Central Bank of  Ireland 

 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I NN 

Advertising 
If you would like to  advertise in the 
Parish Newsletter please  
contact  the Parish Office on 
 01– 2954296 

 

"Three Rock Panorama Community Magazine 

No magazine will be printed in January.  
Deadline for items for February issue is Monday 
January 13th 2020. 
 

 
Kilmacud Parish: Fr Peter McVerry SJ 

will deliver an advent talk in 
 St Laurence O'Toole Church,  

Kilmacud, A94 CY83 on Wednesday,  
11 December at 7.30pm. Fr McVerry is a 
man of faith who lives the teachings of 

Christ every day, championing the cause 
of the homeless and working for a more 
just society, Fr McVerry will share his 
reflections on advent and honouring the 

message of Christmas in our lives.   

    The St Vincent de Paul   
Annual collection will take place  

today during 
             all Masses this replaces the usual  
        SHARE Collection. 

 

Musical Journey through Advent 
 

Join vocalist Kerrie  
O'Connor, harpists Mary Louise O'Donnell and 
Teresa O'Donnell and violinist Naomi O'Shea 

for a series of Advent reflections in 
Avila Carmelite Centre, Donnybrook.  

Tuesdays 10th/17th December 7 30pm - 8 30pm  
for details  See www.avilacentre.ie   

       Listen – Sing –  reflect 

Sympathy  
We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the Family and  friends of   

Marie McDonnell  Balally Drive. 

      Who died early in the week 

                         May she rest in the peace of Christ 

Nappy and Formula Appeal 

Capuchin Centre: 

We are once again collecting 
Nappies and Baby Formula 
for the Capuchin Day Centre 
for Homeless People. 
The response from the  
Parish last year was amazing. 
 

If you would like to help please drop Nappies of any size or 
Aptamil Formula 1 or 2 into the Parish Office. Last day for 
collection is Wed 18th December. 
 

Your support as always is greatly appreciated. 

http://www.avilacentre.ie

