
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
Balally Parish 

 12th January 2020       The Baptism of the Lord 
 

 

 

The Deep End: Baptism of Jesus 
John the Baptist was driven by one mission: to point people to Jesus, to prepare the way for Jesus. Yet John is uneasy in this 
account of Jesus’ baptism. The moment has arrived but he is standing before someone much greater than himself and is being 
asked to minister. John feels unqualified, unworthy of such a task. After some persuasion ‘John gave into him’ and accepted 
his responsibility. This is a lesson to all of us, not to let feelings of inadequacy stop us from carrying out our various missions 
and vocations in our lives. Jesus explains to John that this is necessary as a sign for the beginning of his ministry, a public 
statement of identity. Today we might consider our own baptism and what it means to us. At that moment we were anointed 
as priests, prophets and Kings. To what extent do we live this out in our Christian lives? John points us towards Jesus and we 
can ask, do we also point the way to Jesus for others? How can we be a signpost for others? Remember today those who 
pointed the way for you at various times in your life. Maybe a chaplain in school or college, a teacher, grandparent, a friend, 
a retreat you participated in. At various times in our lives we meet these ‘signposts’ which help us to grow in our faith and 
deepen our awareness of Christ’s love. Let us celebrate all of these ‘baptismal’ moments today  
Jane Mellett: mellettj@gmail.com 

Parish Office Open Hours:                  

Tuesday to Friday  10.30am – 12.30pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

   Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com              

Fr Dermot A. Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

  Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                         

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

 

Mass Times & Intentions:   

Sunday 12th January  (Baptism of the Lord) 

10.00am:  Tom McGrath (18th Anniversary) 
 

 

12.00noon: Paddy Martin (1st Anniversary)/ John Weir 

(5th Anniversary) 
 

Mon 13th   - Sat 18th  January 2020 10.00am: 

Monday: Margaret Cass/ Special Intention (Get Well)/ 

Michael  Claffey 

 

Tuesday: Marie McDonnell/ Special Intention 
 

Wednesday: Bridget Byrne/ Pat Egan & Terry O’ Farrell 
 

Thursday: Mass in Sandyford  

 

Friday: Terry O’ Farrell/ Marie McDonnell/  

Colin O’ Brien 
 

Saturday: Mary Burke/Archie Graham 
 

Sunday 19th January  DTIM 10.00am 

“The Mass of Generations.” Boys & Girls preparing 

for 1st Holy Communion & Confirmation this year are 

invited along with Grandparents & Family Members. 

10.00am: Frank O’ Connor (18th Annv) /John, Nora, & 

Cora Fox & all the Fox Family/ Margaret Kavanagh 
 
 

12.00noon: Robbie O’ Connor (3rd Annv)/Mona  

Fitzpatrick/ Bertie & Kathleen Ring/ Mary Arthur 

Baptism of the Lord (Tapestry) 

Made in 1922, Donegal Killybegs and Renovated in 2002. 

Now hanging in St. Patrick’s Church, Ballyshannon,  

Co Donegal. 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month  at 
1.00pm  

View the Live Broadcast of our  

services  
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/ for 
a live streaming of our liturgies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

   Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and  

reflection - is held here in the church every Friday 
morning after the 10.00amMass                                                                                        

 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 6:00p.m 
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays:  10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                       
after Mass on Saturdays/Confessions by request 

 

 The Club is pleased to announce 
this week that Michael Brides the 
former Redhills and Cavan star 
footballer has been appointed manager of the Naomh 
Olaf senior football team.  Having come to live in 
Dublin the former Cavan defender played senior 
football with the St. Oliver Plunketts/Eoin Ruadh 
Club for a number of years, in the company of the 
Brogan brothers. Now that he is living in the Club’s 
catchment area with some of his children already 
members of the Naomh Olaf Academy we are  
delighted that he has agreed to manage our senior 
football team. We wish him every success. Coiste na 
Réiteoirí Átha Cliath is organising a Foundation 
Course for those who wish to become Adult -Level 
G.A.A. Referees in Dublin. The course (which is 
free) will be held over three nights in Parnell Park.  
The nights are Thursday the 16th January, Thursday 
the 23th January and Monday the 27th.January.  
Sympathy is extended to the Burke family Balally 
Avenue on the death of Mary Burke. Ar dheis Dé go 
raibh a h-anam dílis. There was no winner of the 
Lotto Jackpot of €2000 on the 22nd December. The 
numbers drawn were 10, 24 and 28.This week’s 
Jackpot is €2100. 

 New Pilgrim Path Website of the Week. A regular cycle 
of daily prayers – the Daily Office (also known as the Lit-
urgy of the Hours – is at the core of the life of the ecumen-
ical Northumbria Community, a dispersed Christian com-
munity with strong links to the saints and scholars of Ireland, the 
wisdom tradition of the Desert Fathers, and the ‘mixed life’ of the 
Franciscans. Access the daily prayers at www.NewPilgrimPath.ie. 

                     Update from Fr Peter in Guatemala 

 

The Guatemala Files:  
 

We left Guatemala City with the temperature at 14 degrees but 
by the time we reached Sta. Barbara (where Fr Pablo’s church 
is) we had managed to get to 34 degrees. The countryside was 
lush and beautiful but the threatening volcanoes poked their 
heads above the clouds and issuing a billow of smoke from 
time to time to remind us that mother earth has control.  

There are 32 volcanoes of which 4 are active at the moment. 
Earthquakes and tremors are a constant reality in this paradise 
of nature.  
 
 

Fr Pablo was overjoyed to receive us and immediately the  
conversation turned to the days he spent in Ireland and in 
Balally. “How is Doña Betty?” – was his first question as we 
sat down to sip the water. After the reminiscing  
which included a few commentaries on the fact that even in 
wintertime the temperature in Sta Barbara is always around  
30 degrees. We chatted about Fr Pablo’s Parish. It’s a two 
hour drive from one end to the other and includes 32 villages 
with their respective chapels and communities.  
 

The main Church, Sta Barbara, (which was the one burnt 
down) is also the hub of many charitable activities. Fr Pablo 
showed us the huge store of food and personal items from 
which he distributes to his community. He told us with great 
sadness- “Most of the babies I baptize suffer from  
malnutrition”. The contrasts in the country are shocking and 
very apparent in this rural area.  
 

As we passed through the mountains we watched the coffee 
collectors carry huge sacks of coffee up the mountain. One 
tiny little man had a 70kg sack on his back bound to his head 
by an enormous strap and he plodded up the hill doubled over 
by the weight. We then saw 10 and 12 year olds with bales of 
wood tightly bound to their backs and stretching way above 
their heads. I thought of our Confirmation children in school 
and their parents sometimes carrying their schoolbags. Here a 
mother with a huge bale on her own back and the two children 
carrying their wood, dressed in their native clothes, heading 
for the mountain where their home is….  To be continued 

They have arrived 

(Three Wise Men) 

  CROSSCARE 

We would like to thank the  

parishioners of Balally for their 

most generous contribution to the Annual  

collection for Crosscare Community, Homeless & 

Youth Services which took place 31st August & 

1st September. It is with your help and support that we 

continue to reach out to the needy in the diocese. Your 

Parish Contributed €1,095-00 for 2019. 

             THANK YOU 

http://www.NewPilgrimPath.ie


The Coffee dock is open after  

Masses  every Sunday and is run by parish 

Volunteers. Do drop in for a 

 cuppa and chat.  

If you are  

interested  in  

volunteering  

please contact the 

Parish Office. 

01-2954296 

   Balally Parish 400 Club draw 
 

 
The January Draw will take place on 
the 26th  
 
Subscriptions will be taken up after 
Masses next Sunday 19th January. 
 
 
Did you ever think of joining?  
 
Subscription: €10 per month                                                                            
 
 
Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 

 
Christ, the beloved of God  

A voice spoke from heaven, 
‘This is my Son, the  
Beloved; my favour rests on 
him’. That is the very heart 
of our Christian faith.  Christ 
is the Son of God. The  
practice of our faith is about living with that  
conviction and living it enthusiastically. In  
believing that Christ is the Son of God we are  
acknowledging that he is the one who can teach us 
what God is like and he teaches us that God adores 
us, the way a parent adores her/his newborn child.  
We need to let ourselves go to that wonderful love in 
prayer and in joy. Christ is also the one who teaches 
us human life.  He tells us very clearly that the only 
way to live is to love as he has loved us. This is  
particularly true in the intimate relationships of  
marriage and family life.  It is also true in how we 
build our community of faith. We are a very  

privileged people.   Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 
 

Joint Church Community Project CLG 

Vacancies for 
Caretaker / Grounds person &  

Office Assistant 
Community Employment  Ref:  CES: 

2106643 
Based in Balally Parish, Wedgewood, Dublin 

16. 
Apply to DEASP Employment Services /  

Intreo office to check your eligibility 
to apply 

 for this vacancy. 
Eligibility to participate on CE is generally 

linked to those who are 21 years of age or over 
and in receipt of a qualifying Irish Social  

Welfare payment. 
Informal enquiries to the Supervisor  
 Sheila Flanagan 01-2953224  Email:  

sheila@tiernans.ie  

. 

The Parish BINGO is held 

every Friday  

  At 8.30pm In the Pastoral Centre            

      All welcome   

St Vincent de Paul   
monthly outdoor collection will take  

         place Next Sunday 19th  January  

Ballinteer Youth Choir 

Boys and Girls: Ages 9 to 13/14  

Rehearsals: Monday 5.15pm to 6.30pm Ballinteer 

Community School 

  Spring Session  starts 20th January to May 2020 

For more information: www.bmvc.ie 

Email: ballinteeryouthchoir@gmail.com 

Phone: Tony 087-1208980 

Under the aegis of Ballinteer Male Voice Choir. Www.bmvc.ie 

Belated Congratulations to all the winners of 

the Raffle that took place on 11th December 

and was in aid of Fr Pablo’s church of Santa  

Barbara in Guatemala  
 

A special “Thank You” to all those who  

donated prizes and took part in the  

Fundraising Day, it was a great success. 

Some inspiration 

A sonnet on the Baptism by Malcolm Guite. 

Beginning here we glimpse the Three-in-one; 
The river runs, the clouds are torn apart, 
The Father speaks, the Sprit and the Son 

Reveal to us the single loving heart 
That beats behind the being of all things 

And calls and keeps and kindles us to light. 
The dove descends, the spirit soars and sings 

‘You are beloved, you are my delight!’ 

In that quick light and life, as water spills 
And streams around the Man like quickening rain, 

The voice that made the universe reveals 
The God in Man who makes it new again. 

He calls us too, to step into that river 
To die and rise and live and love forever. 

mailto:sheila@tiernans.ie


 

 

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

 

 
 

 

 

Full Circle Financial Services                     
Limited specialising in:- 

Mortgages, New and                                               
Remortgaging  

Life Assurance Cover 

  Financial Reviews 

   Pensions advice  

120  Lower Kilmacud Road,                        
Stillorgan,  Co Dublin 

Office: 01 2530060 

Email: info@fcfinancial.ie 

Web: www.fcfinancial.ie 
Full Circle Financial Services Limited is                

regulated by the Central Bank of  Ireland 

 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I NN 

Advertising 
If you would like to  advertise in the 
Parish Newsletter please  
contact  the Parish Office on 
 01– 2954296 

                       Get well  
Best wishes and a speedy recovery to all our 
Parishioners who are sick or housebound. We 
keep you in our thoughts and prayers. 

Laudate Festival: The Laudate Festival will be celebrated in four venues in the 
Archdiocese of Dublin during Catholic Schools Week. A large choir of children 
from schools in the diocese, 500-1000 in each venue, will lead in song and 
prayer. The festival nights are joyful and reflective gatherings celebrating the 
gift of faith. This is for everyone to enjoy and is free for all parents, families, 
friends and parishioners. 
 

Church of St Agnes, Crumlin on Monday 27 January at 7.00 – 8.15p.m. 
Our Lady of Victories Church, Ballymun Road on Tuesday 28 January  
7.00-8.15p.m. 
Church of the Holy Spirit, Ballyroan on Wednesday 29 January  
7.00 – 8.15p.m. 
St Pius X, Templeogue on Thursday 30 January at 7.00 – 8.15p.m. 

                KILTERNAN ADULT EDUCATION 
 

Enrolment   -   Spring 2020 
  Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 13th, 14th,15th January  
                                9.30 a.m. - 11.30am  
 
        Brochures in Church Porch.   
 
     All Enquiries:  01-2952050  

      Mindfulness Group   

The next Meeting of Mindfulness will take place on Monday  

20th January from 7.30pm to 8.30pm in the Upper Room, 

accessible from the Church Porch .If you are Interested, fur-

ther information is available from the Parish Office or  

Ph 087 4178926 .        

                               All are welcome                   

Overview of Loss and Bereavement: Presented by Brid Carroll, Psychotherapist and 
Counselling Supervisor on Thursday, 30th January from 9.15am – 4.15pm in the Irish 
Hospice Foundation, Morrison Chambers, 32 Nassau Street, Dublin 2. This workshop 
will  explore the journey of grief and loss for individuals who have experienced loss 
in various ways not just through death. It will illustrate ways that can enhance coping 
for the bereaved individual and help them process their grief.  The workshop will help 
participants to understand the normal reactions to grief and loss and explore how  
reactions can be more complex and require greater interventions.   The workshop is suitable for both professionals and 
those working with people who have experienced loss and bereavement. 
Fee for the day is €100 and includes light lunch/tea and coffee. Bookings can be made on the following link  
https://hospicefoundation.ie/education-training/bereavement-training/workshops/ 
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