
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
             Balally Parish                  
  1st March  2020      
 

First Sunday of Lent  
 

The Deep End: Embrace the Wilderness 
We journey into the desert as we begin Lent 2020, and we are encouraged to embrace the richness of this time and the possi-
bilities that lie within. The desert can be unappealing, we may feel a resistance to the challenge, but the potential is enormous. 
Going inward, praying, fasting , taking on, giving—all of these practices offer us opportunities for genuine spiritual growth. It 
is through this journey that we can deepen our relationship with the one who urges us on. We should not be afraid of the de-
sert for, as the Gospel today tells us, it is the Spirit who leads us on this path. Let us bring to mind this season  the fact that 
our global community stands at a crossroads. Confronted with a frightening environmental crisis, another type of wilderness. 
We watched in horror this past year as wildfires destroyed vast ecosystems in the Amazon, Indonesia and Australia, killing an 
estimated one billion animals, destroying homes and taking lives, Ecologists in Ireland also tell us that to  look and see what 
is no longer there. Another wilderness. Lent is an opportunity to examine our lifestyles and to  think about our relationship 
with God’s creation. As Catholic faith communities, let us embrace the challenge to care for our common home in these 
weeks, making small changes. We can all do something: eliminate single—use plastics, fast from our cars, plant trees, bring a 
small group together to read Laudato Si, pray for our world leaders . SLet this be a time of discerning our call to care more for 
this planet, our home.  ‘Truly much can be done!’. Jane Mellett mellettj@gmail.com 
 

Parish Office Open Hours:                  

Tuesday to Friday  10.30am – 12.30pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

  Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com              

Fr Dermot A. Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

  Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                         

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

 

Mass Times & Intentions:   

 Sunday 1st March (1st Sunday of Lent) 
 

10.00am: Special Intention/ Dr William Stokes/  

Fr PJ Byrne (P.P of Kilcock) 

 

 

12.00noon: Maureen Ruane (2nd Annv)/Betty Leavy  

(11th Annv)/ Bridget Kavanagh (4th Annv)/ Aidan Condon  

 (1st Annv) & Joseph Byrne (11th Annv) 

 

 

Mon 2nd March  - Sat 7th March 2020 10.00am: 

 

Monday: Special Intention/Teresa Bell/ Damian Pilkington 
 

Tuesday: Special Intention Get well) / Special Intention 
(Get Well) 
 

Wednesday: Anne Browne/ Jack Lyons/ Special Intention 

 

Thursday: Mass in Sandyford  

 

 

Friday: Altar List of the Dead 

 

Saturday:  Special Intention 

 

Sunday 8th March (2nd  Sunday of Lent) 

10.00am  Dan O’ Neill (16th Annv) Deceased members of 

the Broderick Family 

 
 

12.00noon: Catherine Casey/ Maurice McNulty & the 

McNulty & Cullen Families 

 

Jesus prepares for his ministry of love for 40 days. 
 

Temptation of Christ in the desert.  
         

      by Jos Speybrouck 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month  at 
1.00pm  

View the Live Broadcast of our  

services  
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/ for 
a live streaming of our liturgies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

   Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and  

reflection - is held here in the church every Friday 
morning after the 10.00amMass                                                                                        
 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 6:00p.m 
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays:  10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                       
after Mass on Saturdays/Confessions by request 

 

 

Congratulations to the  
Dublin senior football team 
on their League victory over 
Donegal last weekend in 
Croke Park, on the score of 1-15 to 1-14. David  
Byrne Naomh Olaf had an outstanding game playing 
in defence as usual. While the game was very much 
in the balance and into injury time he moved up the 
field and scored a well taken and very important 
point. Congratulations also to Colaiste Eoin on  
winning the Leinster Senior Hurling Colleges Final 
over St. Kierans Kilkenny on the 23rd February, on 
the score of 1-16 to 0-17. Four Naomh Olaf players 
Dónal Mac Duinnsléibhe, Finn O’Múrchú, Cúán 
O’Súilleabháin and Harrison Ó Broin all had a share 
in the victory. With Ciarán Foley, Donal Leavy and 
Finn Murphy on the Dublin under 20 hurling panel it 
augurs well for the future of hurling in the Club. Well 
done to Luke Murphy Naomh Olaf and the Dublin 
under 20 football team on their victory over Meath in 
the semi-final of the under 20 Leinster football 
Championship, last weekend on the score of 2-14 to  
0-7.  At the AGM of Naonh Olaf Golf Society held 
recently Ray Howley was elected Captain for the 
coming year. He succeeds Gerry Donnelly. There was 
no winner of the Lotto Jackpot. The numbers drawn 
were 13, 25 and 32.  This week’s Jackpot is €2800. 

This Week: The burying of the Alleluias  
This week saw the intense preparation of Lent. On 
Sunday the children preparing for First Holy  
Communion painted their Alleluia and placed it in 
the tomb under the altar. They learned that Alleluia 
means “Praise the Lord” and will be 
spoken again at Easter as a sign of 
joy. The community also distributed 
the “Lent in a Bag” at Masses and 
some parishioners have already  
posted photos of their Lenten garden 
with the elements of reflection and  
reminder. It was a great idea to help 
us focus on Lent as a time of prayer, 
penance and charity.  
Sunday afternoon was a 
big moment in the history 
of the Parish as it  
celebrated the retirement 
of Brid Fitzgerald who has 
served the Parish for 17 
years. Her family and 
friends and many  
parishioners gathered for a  
beautiful liturgy prepared 
by a team of women . The 
final blessing was delivered by her brother Brendan Kelly, bishop 
of Galway. Afterwards in the Parish centre there was a great   
turnout with the Failte Team feeding the five thousand (approx.) 
There was a lovely atmosphere of welcome and friendship. At the 
end there was a presentation made to Brid on behalf of the  
Parishioners. The Stations of the Cross,  having been cleaned, were 
returned to the walls of the Church after a good cleaning. They will 
be there for Lent to remind us of the way of the Cross. This week 
we also had a review of the heating system and the sound  
system .We will publish the reports as soon as they are  
composed. This week highlighted the life of the community. From 
the preparation of the “Lent in a Bag” to the feeding of the flock, 
the DTIM mass,  the evaluation of the heat system, the preparation 
of the special liturgy all was done by volunteer members of the 
Parish coordinated from the Parish office. Thank you to everyone. 

Women’s World Day of Prayer  

Prepared by the women of Zimbabwe  

Theme “Rise! Take Your Mat and Walk”   

  Date:  Thursday 5th March 2020 

 Venue: Church of Ireland Kilternan  

  Time: 8.00pm 

    

   All Welcome 

St John the Evangelist Scripture course run by  
Kieran J. O’ Mahony, OSA Ballinteer Oratory, 
Tuesdays @7.30pm March 3, 10, 24,& 31  
   All Welcome 

    St Olaf’s Ladies Club 
 

Wednesday 4th March in St Olaf’s 
School Hall at 8.30 pm “AGM”  

 

   New members welcome.  

Your own Lenten deserts at 

home 

We bid a fond Farwell 

to Thomas  who has 

been working for the 

parish for the last year 

doing odd jobs. We 

wish him the Best of 

luck. 



The Coffee dock is open  

after Masses  every Sunday 

and is run by parish  

Volunteers.  

Do drop in for a 

 cuppa and chat.  

  

 If you are  interested  in  

 volunteering  please contact  

 The Parish Office 01-2954296 

    Balally Parish 400 Club draw 
 

Congratulations to our February Winners 
 

€1,000: Paul Barrett 

€300: Natasha Ryan  

€200: Moira Donovan 

€100:  Helena Scott 
 

Did you ever think of joining?  
Subscription: €10 per month                                                                            
 

Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 

  Christ, our new beginning  
“We do not live on bread alone but on every word 
that comes from the mouth of God.” That’s a  
difficult sentence for us. Lent is a time to reflect on 
it and to find freedom through it. The question for 
Lent is not “what am I going to give up” but rather 
“in what ways am I imprisoned so that I am not  
totally free to love God with my whole heart and my 
neighbour as myself.”  Then we can look at what we 
need to give up – or take up.  In the marriage rela-
tionship it may be to give up some particular interest 
that is not essential in order to have more time for 
each other.  In family life it may be to give up  
criticism in order to make room for praise and  
thanksgiving.  And in parish life it may be to give up  
leaving everything to others and getting involved in 
some aspect of how we can develop the vitality of 

our faith community.  Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

The Parish BINGO is held  

every Friday  

 At 8.30pm In the Pastoral Centre          

       All welcome   

         Mindfulness Group   

The March sessions for Mindfulness will take place 

on Monday 2nd and Monday 23rd From 7.30pm 

to 8.30pm in the Upper Room, accessible from the 

Church Porch .If you are interested, further  

information is available from the Parish Office or  

Ph 087 4178926 .  All are welcome                     

Please note the session which would normally take place on  
Monday 16th (3rd Monday in March) is postponed to the  
following Monday (23rd) 
 

 Special Notice: Mindfulness session   
'Refreshing our Mindfulness Practice' led by Helen Mac White 
on Saturday 28th March. 
Venue: Upper Room (access through the church porch).  
Time:10.30 am to 1 pm. Suggested donation €5.  
        There is a welcome for all.  

 
Readings for next Sunday   

8thMarch  Second Sunday of Lent 
 

Reading I: Genesis 12:1-4a 
Responsorial Psalm 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 22 

Reading II: 2 Timothy 1:8b-10 
Gospel: Matthew 17:1-9 

The Society of St Vincent DePaul   is seeking your 

help, with our annual appeal for second-hand  

clothing. The appeal is for clean, good-quality 

clothes, bedclothes, curtains, shoes, etc.  

Bags are available in the Church Porch.   

The Society will collect the bags on Sunday 8th of March  

We would like to thank the parishioners  for their  

donations last year. 123 bags were collected from the  

Ascension of the Lord Church in 2019. The Society is very  

conscious of the tremendous support given by the  

parishioners of this parish for their charitable works over the years  

Thank you for your continued and vital support,  we depend on it 

   Balally Parish 
  Lenten Scripture Course:          
The Risks that Jesus took in Holy Week: 

 (Sister Therese Fitzgerald ) 
What do we know about those risks from the  

readings of Holy Week? Come and explore! 
The Course runs on Mondays of Lent at 7.30pm   

 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, & 30th of March  
Holy Week will never be the same.  

 

If you are  interested in participating in the course please contact 
the Parish Office  01 2954296  Cost: donation 

                  Get well  
Best wishes and a speedy  
recovery to all our  
Parishioners who are sick or 
housebound. We keep you in 
our thoughts and prayers. 

Well done to the pancake ladies: Iris, Marion and Liz 

who were very busy on Pancake Tuesday flipping 

pancakes for all the parishioners. Delicious! 
A  Special thank you to all the ladies from the Faílte Team & all 

who volunteered last Sunday for ( Bríd Fitzgerald’s retirement  

Celebrations.) The best china cups came out and as usual they  

outdid themselves with all there delicious homemade baking etc. 

         Thank You Ladies 
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WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I NN 

Advertising 
If you would like to   

advertise in the Parish Newsletter 
please contact  the Parish Office on  

01– 2954296 

Family and Friends 
celebrating Brid 

Fitzgerald’s  

retirement  

 last Sunday 


