
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
             Balally Parish                  
  22nd March  2020      
 

Fourth Sunday of Lent  
 

 
The Deep End: ‘It was your eyes he opened!’ 
The Trócaire Lenten campaign this year invites us to Kenya, to hear the struggles and concerns of the people of Ishiara parish 
who are suffering the disastrous effects of climate change. Fr Barasa, the parish priest there, says: ‘Climate change is an 
 important issue within our faith because whatever God created is good. Whatever God created is also related to us; we need 
the environment and it needs us. What I pray for is that everyone will come together, because one continent cannot do it on its 
own. I would like to ask people to work together against climate change. Let us pray for rain and support each other so this 
planet may still be here for the next generations, so that we may not be the last ones to live here.’ The Gospel today tells the 
story of the healing of the man born blind who, like us, is being invited to see more clearly, until he finally worships Jesus.  
In contrast, the Pharisees in the story are becoming more blind. The more clearly the man can see, the more opposition he  
faces, as those who hold power object to him and his new-found vision. How can we as parish communities work for justice 
for our brothers and sisters who are in need? We need to see them, to see their struggle, to see the systems which contribute to 
the crisis. Through small actions we can live in solidarity and challenge those in power to work for transformation. 
‘Transformation … begins with the people of God who start turning the things of death into things of life. And the 
kings and presidents and nations will follow.’  Shane Claiborne.  Jane Mellett mellettj@gmail.com 

Parish Office Open Hours:                  

Tuesday to Friday  10.30am – 12.30pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

  Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com              

Fr Dermot A. Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

  Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                         

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

 

 

Mass Times & Intentions:   

 Sunday 22nd March  (Fourth Sunday of Lent) 
 

10.00am: Fr James Dollard 

 

12.00noon: Oliver Kavanagh (2nd Annv)/ ( Mary) May 

Thornton. 

 

Mon 23rd March  - Sat 28th March 2020 10.00am: 

 

Monday: Declan O’ Brien/ Rita O’ Dwyer 

 

Tuesday: David Newman (1st Annv)/ Joseph Foley 

 

Wednesday: Michael Delaney 

 

Thursday:  Mass in Balally Via Webcam 

 

Friday:  Noelle Breen/ Special Intention 
 

 

Saturday:  Brendan Lande (1st Annv) 
 
 

Sunday 29th March  (Fifth Sunday of Lent) 
 

10.00am  Mick Lynch 

 
 

12.00noon: Greg Sexton/ Dermot Manders (1st Annv)/  

Andrew Corbett/ Fergus Canning 

"The Man Born Blind"  

Gaining Sight and Insight 

By: Ronald Raab  

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month  at 
1.00pm  

View the Live Broadcast of our  

services  
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/ for 
a live streaming of our liturgies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

   Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and  

reflection - is held here in the church every Friday 
morning after the 10.00amMass                                                                                        
 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 6:00p.m 
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays:  10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                       
after Mass on Saturdays/Confessions by request 

 

 

The Kinsella family are  
active and very valued  
members of Naomh Olaf 
G.A.A. Club, for many years 
and their company Carroll and Kinsella, Blackrock, 
was one of the Club’s very first sponsors. The Club is 
very appreciative of the fact that for the past number 
of years they have sponsored David Byrne of the  
Naomh Olaf and Dublin senior football teams.   
Presently they are the proud sponsors of a beautiful 
Toyota Corolla Hybrid motor car. The dates for this 
years Dublin Senior Championship have been  
announced.  Naomh Olaf are included in a Group that 
includes Parnells, St. Mary’s, Saggart and Cuala.  
Naomh Olaf are due to play Parnells in Newcastle on 
Thursday the 16th April, at 7.30 p.m. The second- 
round match is due to take place the following week.  
Opposition etc. will depend on first-round results.  
Sincere sympathy is extended to the McLoughlin 
family Wesley Lawns on the death of Maeve 
McLoughlin and also to the Coughlan family Balally 
Close, on the death of Bernard (Barney) Coughlan 
brother of Seamus Coughlan.  Ar dheis Dé go raibh a 
n-anamacha dilse.  There was no winner of the Lotto 
Jackpot.  The numbers drawn were 1, 13 and 27.  The 
Lotto is discontinued until further notice when the 
Jackpot will be €3,100.  Naomh Olaf Club premises 

This Week: Third Week of Lent: 
A very interesting Lent this 2020. We have been 
placed into a situation that we couldn’t have 
 imagined. Sadly people have been infected with 
Coronavirus, people have lost their jobs and many 
have been filled with fear. However there is so 
much light on the horizon, our hospital staff have worked tirelessly 
to look after the sick, our leaders have tried to make the best  
decisions with limited information and many volunteers have 
turned out to make sure that those in need were not forgotten.  
In our parish we have been able to webcam the Mass, keep the 
Church open from11.00 to 13.00 and respond to the call of the 
Pope to pray the Rosary at 20.00 on Thursday. The Altar society 
has kept the Church prepared for Mass and the St Patricks day 
 Altar was just beautiful. There are lights kept on in the Church 
every night to remind people that in darkness there is always hope. 
Never before was the ‘presence of God in our midst’ felt as a  
consolation.  
 

Over the next week: 
 

We will continue to broadcast Mass at 10.00 every morning. 
We will continue to broadcast Sunday mass at 10.00 and 12.00  
We will have a broadcast Rosary on Thursdays at 20.00 
 
We will have all mothers and mothering in our hearts and prayers 
on this fourth Sunday of Lent and we will unveil a few new  
initiatives so that we can be spiritually united while we are  
physically apart.     

     When This is Over 

"When this is over, 
may we never again 

take for granted 
A handshake with a stranger 

Full shelves at the store 
Conversations with neighbours 

A crowded theatre 
Friday night out 

The taste of communion 
A routine check-up 

The school rush each morning 
Coffee with a friend 
The stadium roaring 

Each deep breath 
A boring Tuesday 

Life itself. 
       When this ends 

may we find 
that we have become 
more like the people 

we wanted to be 
we were called to be 

we hoped to be 
and may we stay 
that way — better 

for each other 
because of the worst." 

Laura Kelly Fanucci 

          SUNSHINE FUND 

The Advocate collection that would 
normally take place Palm Sunday 
4th /5th April is cancelled but, you can 
make a donation online if you wish.  

Visit: https://www.sunshinefund.ie  

This is currently the only source of fundraising to 
offer holidays to deserving children. 

He smeared the clay on his eyes and he said to him,  
“Go wash in the Pool of Siloam.” 

 Jesus, won’t you cleanse our blind eyes? 
Wash away our mud? and move us from unseeing souls  
to believers from bystanders to disciples, and walkers in 
darkness to lamps of your light. O let our souls see 

https://www.sunshinefund.ie/donations/the-advocate-collection-donation-for-sunshine-house/


THE COFFEE DOCK 

CLOSED UNTIL 

 FURTHER  

            NOTICE 

     Balally Parish 400 Club draw 
    

    

   Did you ever think of joining?  

            Subscription: €10 per month                                                                            
 

  Ph: 087 2577651 or 

 Parish Office 012954296 

      He cares for us in all our needs 

“God does not see as woman/man sees. God looks at 
the heart.”  One of the greatest temptations of human 
life is to think that what we see is all there is to see, 
what we know is all there is to know. Faith helps us 
to see through the eyes of God and to discover all the 
wonders of life.  Love helps us to know with the 
heart of God and to rejoice in all the goodness of life.  
This week in your relationships look for the wonders 
of your life and acknowledge the goodness of each 
other and of your world. This is particularly true for 
couples committed to life-long marriage. They can 
become so used to each other that they take so much 
for granted.  They can change that this week. The 
same is true of parents with their children of all ages.  
Replace criticism with praise and in your faith  
community this week grow in an awareness of the 
goodness of so many people who are faithful to 
Christ - and let them know it. 

Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

       THE PARISH BINGO 

           CANCELLED UNTIL  

     FUTHER NOTICE 

 

                  Get well  
Best wishes and a speedy  
recovery to all our  
Parishioners who are sick or 
housebound. We keep you in 
our thoughts and prayers. 

    Balally Parish 

   Lenten Scripture Course:          

    The Risks that Jesus took in Holy Week: 

       (Therese Fitzgerald ) 

CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE 

 

 

RADIO MARIA IRELAND is an Irish-run Catholic Talk-

Radio Station. Prayer, Catechesis, Uplifting music, Talks, 

Interviews and Testimonies – all commercial free – Listen 

via TV on Saorview - Channel 210 and Freeview -  

Channel 826; Download our FREE APP - “RADIO MARIA 

IRELAND”, streaming on www.radiomaria.ie or via 

PHONE – get live radio feed by telephoning +353  

(0) 1 437 3277 (no extra charges apply). Please join our 

growing faith  

New Pilgrim Path Website of the Week.  

Church services have been suspended in many  

places across the world. Social life has been changed 

dramatically and countless people have been  

quarantined or are self-isolating. At times like this, 

there is a great longing for community. New Pilgrim 

Path has introduced a new page of links to religious 

services available live on the internet. By visiting 

these links, one can be part of an online worship 

community. Visit:www.newpilgrimpath.ie  

 

Mother’s Day Prayer:  
 

Lord, thank you for all mothers.  
 

For the new ones, who endure  
sleepless nights with infants in arms.  
 

For the busy ones, who juggle the 
pressures of home and family life.  
 

For the steadfast ones, who nurture and care for our special 
vulnerable children.  
 

For the patient ones, who always seek to forgive and engage with 
their pre-teens.  
 

For the persistent ones, who cleverly find new ways to  
connect with their mini-adults.  
 

For the mother aunts, who step in to cradle and care for nieces 
and nephews.  
 

For all grandmas, who love and support their precious  
grandchildren.  
 

For the foster mums that are called to gather and cover the fragile 
ones.  
 

For the Sunday mums who care for our children and lead them in 
faith.  
 

For the mums who give far beyond their own resources, who 
overcome disability to cherish and love.  
 

Thank you Lord for all our beautiful mothers. Help us to support 
them and keep them in our prayers. May you bless them now on 
this their special day.  Amen 

Readings for next Sunday   
29th March  Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Reading I: Ezekiel 37:12-14 
Responsorial Psalm 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8 

Reading II: Romans 8:8-11 
Gospel: John 11:1-45 

  HOSPITALITY GROUP 

The Hospitality Group is cancelled until  

further notice 

http://www.radiomaria.ie
http://www.newpilgrimpath.ie
http://www.radiomaria.ie/
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/032920.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/032920.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/032920.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/032920.cfm


 

 

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I NN 

Advertising 
If you would like to   

advertise in the Parish Newsletter 
please contact  the Parish Office on  

01– 2954296 

 

Due to the current situation related to Covid-19/
Coronavirus, we have taken the decision that next 
month’s magazine will not be published and that 
publication of Panorama will be suspended until further notice.  This decision 
is taken in the interests of the health of all our volunteers, customers and other 
supporters, their families and the wider  
community, and in the context of the Government's general advice on 
measures to limit the spread of the virus, and in the wider interest of public 
health.  We will keep that situation under review, with a view to returning to  
publication when it is possible and safe to do so.  Huge ongoing thanks to all 
Panorama volunteers and supporters, and apologies for any inconvenience this 
decision may cause.  If you have any queries or comments to make, in relation 
to the above, or any other issue related to Panorama, please feel free to do so 
by email to the Panorama email Address:threerockpanorama@gmail.com 

 

URGENT 
 

In the current emergency, all are dispensed from the obligation to physically attend Sunday Mass. 
 

The Church will be closed for all Masses UNTIL FURTHER NOTCE. 
 

You can follow all masses SUNDAYS 10am & 12.00pm AND WEEKDAYS 10.00am  on our Webcam at  
www.balallyparish.ie and intentions will be read out. 
 
 

The doors will open week-days from 11.00am to 1pm for private prayer & visits only. 
 

Funerals: Funeral Masses can be celebrated but limited to close relatives or friends with at most 100 people in-
side the Church. Larger gatherings of up to 500 could take place outside after Mass or at a graveyard. Within 
churches it is necessary that people observe a distance of at least a metre from each other. 
 

All non-essential pastoral gatherings and meetings are cancelled. The motivation for these new restrictive 
measures is a sense of care for the common good and especially for those most vulnerable. 
 

    Please follow the Website for further updates. 

 

Mindfulness sessions in 

the Upper Room are  

cancelled until this  

crisis is over. This  

includes the proposed session on 

 Saturday 28th March. In the  

meantime we encourage you to con-

tinue set apart some time every day 

to practice. For anyone interested 

there is an app called Sounds True 

with plenty of choice for guiding  

meditations. Included is a session 

called Mindfulness Daily which you 

may find useful.  Stay well and stay 

calm! 

mailto:threerockpanorama@gmail.com
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