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   Sunday 19th February 2023     Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
            

 
Parish Office Open Hours:                      

Monday to Friday  9.30am – 2.00pm.                                                 
Tel: 01-2954296                                                      
 

Email: balallyparish@gmail.com  
 

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

            

        

        Fr Jim Caffrey PP  0861579825 

           jcaffrey73@gmail.com                        

     Fr Dermot A.  Lane Tel: 012956165 

              

         

               Pastoral Centre 012953095        
Email: balallypastoralcentre@gmail.com 

                  
 

 

 

Reflection by Father Laurence Freeman 
 

 

We're focused so much in popular literature today and  

self help literature on finding happiness rather than living, 

than being happy. But to focus to such an obsessive level 

on being happy and finding happiness is only a reflection  

of our own unhappiness. It isn't very real to say that we are 

pursuing happiness as if it was some kind of goal and that 

we want to achieve this in a permanent state. That's simply 

not very realistic. 

 

                                

                  Quote from John O’ Donoghue  
 

 

 

 

 

 

May I have the courage today to live the life that I love. 

To postpone my dream no longer, but do at least what I came 

here for and waste my heart on fear no more. 

 

                                

                                                           Mass Times & Intentions:  

Saturday 18th February  6.00pm Mass 

    Maura Hand (2nd Annv)/ John & Frances Reidy/  

         Pat McGlynn/Eamon Moore/ Joan Mulhall/ 

         Special Intention ( Get well for Kay Molloy) 

            Sunday 19th h February  10.00am Mass 

John Kane (2nd Annv)/  

Deceased members of the Fitzgerald  
& McGlynn Families/ 

Anne McDonnell, Josie McDonnell &Noel Murphy/ 
Anne, Thomas & Kathleen Delaney/ 

Pat McGlynn/ Michael Doherty/ Rachel Woods/ 
Special Intention  

(Birthday remembrance for John Arthur) 

Monday 20th February  10.00am Mass 

Eamon Moore/ Special Intention 

Wednesday 22nd February  10.00am Mass 
(Ash Wednesday) & Desert Day  

There will be two Masses on Ash Wednesday.   
10am with distribution of ashes and a  

Contemplative Mass at 7.30pm distribution of ashes. 

10.00am Mass: Tom Hegarty (10th Annv)/  

Niall Cormican/ 

Special Intention May Griffin Get well after surgery) 

Friday 24th  February  10.00am Mass 

John Hatton/ Nuala Burke. 

Special Intention (Little sisters of Jesus, Belfast) 

http://www.balallyparish.ie


 

 

 

                         

                                                                  Balally Parish 400 Club  
                    

                   Did you ever think of joining                                                         

If you would like to Subscribe please contact 
          Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 

         

                                                                       A Word from Fr Jim  
 

Instead of writing about the extraordinary visit of Fr Richard Carter from St Martin in the Fields , London I’ll let you read 
some quotes which Brendan received from people who were there. They speak for themselves. Whether you were there or 
not I’d recommend our Lenten book , The city is my monastery, written by Fr Richard .We look forward to having you with 
us on Ash Wednesday and during Lent. You will find our programme on the back page of the bulletin. 
 

Now for some of  those  Responses to Fr Richard's Retreat 
 

I could connect very well with Fr Richard's⁷ talk-it was his lived experience." 
 

"One really has to listen to Fr Richard to appreciate his work and message. I’m looking forward to his return visit”. 
 

"Bringing us back to Christianity as it should be" 
 

" I loved his story about Brother Roger saying that he had absolutely nothing to say in his homily because of the  
importance of listening to God in silence." 
 

"What a wonderful evening and morning spent with Fr Richard and in the company of fellow pilgrim parishioners" 
 

"It was a privilege and honour to be in the presence of someone so Special. An inspirational speaker. Fr Richard lives and 
breathes the gospel." 
 

"Fr Richard reminded me that like in the Monastery, all prayer must be followed by works, and works followed by prayer. 
 

We are his hands, his mouth and his feet." 
 

“Very helpful, it is all so relevant to our everyday living “ 
 

"Father Richard completely held the room in suspense as he told stories from his own life and from scripture. I'm grateful 
for the beautiful imagery he used to lead us into deep reflection." 
 

"He’s a lovely person, when he was saying how running a parish and working so hard and you feel you’re never doing 
enough, never enough in all the demands it resonated so much with me." 
 
 

"This is so rich. Could we replay his talks as a Parish event later?" 
 

"The sustained applause at the end of his spell-binding talk on Friday evening told its own story. We had just been a part of 
an exceptional presentation where through Fr Richard's words, the silence and the music, we could feel the encouraging 
presence of God with us, God among us." 
 

" An inspirational weekend as Richard shared his personal, lived experience of contemplation and service in action,  
challenging us to create a Church where there are no walls , only welcome and acceptance of all." 
 

"The one thing that struck a chord with me was Richard's description of the child kneeling down to man living on the street 
and inviting him home for his mum to feed him  and clean him up."  
 

"Fr Carter said that often times we think of the homeless as them and us . He said we need to take off our uniform coat and 
think in terms of "us all" a community that is a family and shares rather than thinking of these two groups as separate 
groups .Sometimes I  am guilty of this " 
 

"Fr Carter's description of the contrast between the stillness and prayerful environment of the Solomon Islands with the 
 busyness and stresses of city life in London was remarkable." 
 

" I was struck by the wise advice from a Taize priest that ' a community needs to be prayed into life '  
(great choice of words ) rather than writing Rules of life,  Strategic Plans etc" 
 

"During his time in a beautiful  Franciscan Friary Fr Carter thought God was saying  to him, '  this is a lovely place,  but the 
city is your monastery ' . It was great to hear how and where  the idea came from"   More to follow next week. 

 
With my love and blessings 

Fr Jim 

         COLLECTIONS 
       Thank you for your very generous  
    response to last  Sundays collections   

  1st Collection € 795  2nd Collection € 815  (Accord) 

      The monthly outdoor collection for the 
                  Society of St Vincent DePaul  
                                                  will take place this weekend.  

I want to express my sincere thanks to everyone who has  
donated furniture, games, bibles, and supplies for the  

Youth Loft! Your generous gifts are directly contributing to the 
faith formation of young people in our parish. I’m extremely 

grateful for the support, both physically and prayerfully, as we 
work to make this church a safe and comfortable space for all 

children. I’m looking forward to beginning,  
“Story Time in the Loft,” and all other programs that will 

hopefully come with the installation of this new room!  
Thanks again! Emma 

 

We would like to thank all our parishioners for the very  
generous donations to the Peter McVerry and   

Ukraine collections in December. 
The total amount collected for each are as follows…. 

 

 PETER MCVERRY: € 2207.00    UKRAINE: € 2207.00 
 

                      Thank you for your kindness 

    St Olaf’s Ladies Club 
Friday 24th January in St Olaf’s School 

Talk by “Catherine Scuffil 
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Fr Richard Carter visits Balally and Glendalough 




