
          Church of the Ascension of the Lord  
                                       Balally Parish          
 

    

    Parish Office Open Hours:                           

 Monday to Friday   

         9.30am 12.30  
 

              Tel: 01-2954296                                                      
 

      
        Email: balallyparish@gmail.com  
         

        Web: www.balallyparish.ie  
            

                  Fr Jim Caffrey PP  0861579825 

       

 Fr Dermot A.  Lane Tel: 012956165   

 Email: balallypastoralcentre@gmail.com 

                  
     jcaffrey73@gmail.com                        

 

 

                                                                               

                                                                                      Mass Times & Intentions 

               Saturday 19th October 6:00pm Mass 

    Liam Doyle (3rd Annv)/ John Dowling (14th Annv) 

                                     Pat King 

                Sunday 20th October 10.00am Mass 

      Rita Arthur (1st Annv)/ Patrick Michie (2nd Annv)/ 

Alice Kiernan (8th Annv)/ Maeve Connolly (20th Annv)/ 

                                 Eily May Wall 

               Monday 21st  October 10:00am Mass 

  Special Intention (Birthday Remembrance Fred Lewis) 

           Wednesday 23rd October 10.00am Mass 

Bernie Carroll/ Aelish Flynn(9th Annv) & Sinead Kearney/ 

     Special Intention ( For Ina Corbett & Louise Kelly 

             Friday 25th October 10:00am Mass 

             Margaret Barber/ Tony & David Boyne 

  20th October 2024      29th Sundays in Ordinary Time 
                                              Mission Sunday 

                             

                Reflection by Fr Laurence Freeman 

 

 

There’s a wonderful letter the Pope wrote recently on  

Holiness and he has some very profound insights.  

He speaks about holiness as something quite ordinary  

that this is not just about the saints, impossible lives of 

these perfect people that we’re used to. There’s that 

kind of holiness, but the real holiness he speaks about is  

ordinary holiness, the everyday holiness of ordinary  

people who are not perfect. None of us are perfect.  

The other thing he says is really necessary is that we do 

have the experience of a deeper interiority in silence,  

in places, in times of prayer. But this deep, more  

contemplative interiority is one part of holiness and the 

other part is how we live, how we come to the aid of our 

neighbours, how we raise our children and how we give 

ourselves to each other.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 When you look at a tree, what you see is only the visible 

half. Below the soil is its roots, shaping, nourishing and   

                       giving life to what we see. 

The invisible roots are the invisible presence of God,  

nourishing the life of each of us. The Rowan tree is an  

ecumenical tree and reminds us of our responsibility  

                         to care for Gods creation. 

   Balally blessing and planting of the Rowan Tree,  

                              (September 2024) 

         Reflection by Archbishop Rowan Williams 

 

 

 

Can you drink the cup that I drink or be  
baptized with the baptism with which I am 

baptized? (Gospel)  
                   Artist: George Rouault 
                     Crucifixion, 1920  

http://www.balallyparish.ie
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/102024.cfm#main-content


                                  

                                                       Balally Parish 400 Club  

 

          If you would like to Subscribe  
     Please contact the Parish Office 012954296 

       

         COLLECTIONS 

          Thank you for your very generous 
             response to last Sundays collections 
 

        1st Collection €820 2nd Collection €475 

 

                  Naomh Olaf Club Note 
 

Last week saw Naomh Olaf achieve a number of 
 remarkable successes on the field of play, in   

Camogie, Hurling and Ladies Football.  Pride of 
place must go to our Senior Camogie team on  

winning Division One of the Dublin Intermediate 
Camogie Championship, having defeated St. Brigids 

of Blanchardstown in the Dublin Final on Sunday 
last. They now represent Dublin in the Leinster 

Championship. Our Senior Ladies Football team  
defeated  St. Brigids of Blanchardstown in the  

Dublin Division 3 Football League Final away, on 
Wednesday the 9th October 2024 and are promoted to 
Division 2. Our Senior Hurling team defeated Good 

Counsel Liffey Gaels in the Semi-Final of the Dublin 
Senior Hurling Championship on Saturday the  

12th October, and are promoted to Division 3 of the 
Championship. When Naas beat Moorefield in the 
Kildare Senior “B” Hurling Championship Final  
recently Shane O’Connor “Shinner” the former  

     Naomh Olaf  Senior goalkeeper played in Goal            
                   for the winners. 

                                                      

                           A Word From Fr Jim 
              

What a wonderful weekend we had last Saturday & Sunday . 

The Meitheal was truly inspiring as you can see from the  

 photographs. Great credit goes to Paul for his leadership and                 

       enthusiasm and all the members of the  

                   ‘Return to Nature Team’ (RTN) 

Around 28 people turned up to help a true Meitheal . 
 

Fr Anthony came from Glenstal. He inspired us with his 

knowledge and enthusiasm. We look forward to his advice with 

the Contemplative Garden. On the back of the Missalette there 

are details of the School of Contemplative Leadership.  

           We start  next Wednesday at 7.00pm with  

                     Sean Boylan in the Lane Room.  

         Forming leaders for the future is my No1 priority. 
  

                                            With My Love & Blessing: Fr Jim 

 Frances & Nuala  
would like to thank all who attended 

their Hospice Coffee Morning. 
€2,500 was raised on the day 

              Thank you to everyone 

                     Advent In Balally 
 

Shortly we will be publishing our  
Advent programme.  

One of the events needs to be booked.  

Our local Dublin County Choir have their beautiful 

Christmas Concert in the National Concert Hall.  

                     Sunday 8th December 

If you would like to go as part of a  

Balally Group you can order a seat after Mass this 

weekend €25 or contact the Parish  office 

                    during the week 

                           

                                    Funeral Team 

Jesus calls each of us to some service. Could he be asking you 
to help with Funeral Ministry in Balally. 

 It is a beautiful thing to be close to the bereaved. 
                         Training will be provided 

                   

                   Ecumenical Pilgrimage 

Ecumenical Pilgrimage to Eu in France 

800th Anniversary of  canonisation  

                  of St Laurence O’ Toole 

 

            10th May -  12th May (2 Nights) 

        €595 (€130 single low supplement) 

                   Contact office for details 

          Meitheal Saturday & Sunday 

 

                                SINEAD  KEARNEY:   REST IN PEACE. 

Austin, Dave, Ronan and families wish to express their  

heartfelt gratitude to all the neighbours, friends, parishioners 

and work colleagues who sympathised with them on the recent 

death of  their beloved Sinead. They are very appreciative of  

   all the messages of kindness and support, Mass cards,  

              Sympathy cards, condolences online 

               and the many tributes paid to Sinead. 

A special thanks to Fr Jim for the celebration of Sinead's life  

at the Funeral Mass, Balally Parish Choir, Soloist Kerrie,  

Organist Maria, Instrumentalist Dave, the Funeral team, 

Undertakers Peter and Gillian Massey and all who attended 

Sinead's Removal, Funeral Mass and Cremation Service. 

                        "In ar gcroithe go deo". 



 

Summary 2nd October Parish Pastoral Council Meeting 

Parish Programme: 

 Balally School of Contemplative Leadership –  

 upcoming School of Contemplative Leadership talks; Sean  

Boylan, Mary Robinson, Bertie Aherne – schedule is on the 

parish website and newsletter13th Oct.  Fr Jim 

Silent Sabbath – first one on 13th October – plan is to have 

once per month. Fr Jim 

Training for the Funeral team in November. Fr Jim 

Advent Parish/Schools Carol Service on Monday evening 

16th December. Fr  J im 

Safeguarding: Paula  

Training – 3 identified for next full course. 

Focus on the completion of Garda Vetting forms. 

Paula performed a review of the sacristy register – all in order. 
 

Balally Environmental Group BEG:  Fr  Dermot 

 Blessing and planting of the Rowan tree by  Dr Rowan  

 Williams on 29th  September 

Small funding of €150 secured from Eco Congregation Ireland 

by Paul Murphy for the parish project. 

Return to Nature Meitheal on 12th October. 

Visit of Fr Anthony from Glenstal. 

 

 Liturgy Group 

 Prayer for the deceased – November 5th starting at 7pm in the   

church – similar plan to last year - update provided  

 by David. 
 

Service: 
 

Balally Community Friendship - Simpson’s Hospital visits - 

forms complete and the visiting group commences on Thursday 

24th October – Pasquale. 
 

Rathdown for All – Welcome to refugees – Failte Isteach  

presented on teaching English. Over 30 people attended.   

Fr Jim/ Cinzia / John. 
 

Partnership Parish Pastoral Council:  

Building Hope Strategic Planning 2025-27 – Fr Jim &  

Martina provided an update on a meeting they attended on  

Sept 25th .Brief discussion at the PPC meeting on the  

recent Dermot Lane Seminar to allow each person share what 

they found inspiring at the seminar. 

Plan for the refurbishment of the pastoral centre to be  

presented at the next PPC meeting – Cinzia 

Funeral eulogy guidelines announced to the par ish and  

provided to the local funeral directors.  
 

Administration:  

IT security in the parish to be evaluated based on the new  

diocesan guidelines published in May 2024.  

New design parish website to be populated and reviewed  

before launch.          

                     Martina (Chair) & Ciara (Secretary)  



            Meitheal Saturday & Sunday 


