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First of all, I want to begin by thanking John for his carefully crafted paper and generous interpretation of Nature Praising God.  

When I heard that John had been invited by Fr. Jim to give this inaugural Lecture, I was overjoyed.  And let me tell you why.

I can not think of anyone more qualified to give a lecture on Laudato Si’, Climate change and Economics than John FitzGerald.  John has a deep appreciation of Laudato Si’ and its importance in fostering a global conversation about the climate crisis. 
This appreciation of  LS, enables him to bring faith, climate and economics together into a constructive dialogue in the service of our common home.

He opens up a much-needed public conversation on the relationships that exist 
· between economics and ethics, 
· between faith and science, 
· between ecology and the religions.
He is aware 
· that science alone will not save our common home, 
· that faith alone is not enough, 
· that ethics alone is insufficient, 
· and, dare I say it, economics alone is not sufficient;
Instead, all of these disciplines interacting with each other can help to save our precious planet.
The best chance for the future of our planet is the adoption of an inter-disciplinary dialogue between these different disciplines. 
The tensions mentioned in John’s paper this evening between action for climate change and the protection of biodiversity can be resolved hopefully by adopting a more collaborative approach.

A regrettable feature of modernity has been the practice of doing research hidden away in silos.  We must now move outside the comfort of our respective silos into a new critical dialogue.  We must adopt an inter-disciplinary approach to the climate crisis right across all of the disciplines, including religions, theology and ethics, which have also been locked away in their own silos for far too long!
John’s distinctive contribution to the national debate on climate is his unique capacity to keep the different disciplines working with each other.  We have seen that rare skill in action here this evening in his inspiring lecture.

John, in the course of his lecture, drew attention to the shift that has taken place in the movement from the biblical injunction to have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the air ….to a modern emphasis on domination.  
It is this particular shift that has given licence to an ethics of exploitation, treating the earth as if it was a quarry available for mindless exploration.
This, in turn, has given rise to the perception of nature as a utility at the beck and call of humanity.  It is, as if we live on a planet that has infinite resources, 
whereas we know, only too well, that the planet is a finite resource as pointed out by Laudato Si’ (106).
There is now an urgent need to move out of the modern model of domination into a new model that values all creatures as belonging to one and the same living community of creation.

This new model recognises the rights, and dignity, and integrity of the natural world, alongside the rights and dignity and integrity of every human being.

If we are to bring about these shifts that John has highlighted this evening, especially the shift from dominion to domination, and the shift towards living within an inter-disciplinary community, then it is, as John has said, in the course of his talk, that it is we who have to change.

Albert Einstein said some time ago:

“We can not expect to solve today’s problems with the same thinking that got us into these problems”.

The continuation of the status quo or a little bit of tweaking of the status quo is not enough at this critical juncture.

In a nutshell, 
· we need new stories to motivate us to change our behavior,
· we need a new narrative to touch our hearts so that we can really change.
· In particular, we need re-imagine what it means to be human in a world threatened by a climate catastrophe, 
· we need to rethink who we are in a world that is radically inter-connected, inter-dependent, and inter-related from the bottom up.
We must begin to realise that we live alongside other creatures within the larger living community of creation.

We co-exist, not over, or above, or beyond other creatures, but alongside other creatures within one community.

Within this new paradigm we have ‘new neighbors’ as it were, namely all of God’s other creatures. We must broaden the content of the word “we” to include other creatures where possible within the meaning of that word “we”.
So, when I say “we” humans have rights and dignity and value, we must include in the word “we” the rights and dignity and value of the natural world.

Another way of saying this is to suggest that

the earth does not belong to us; instead we belong to the Earth as our mother.

We must treat the earth like a member of our family (IT, 22nd April).
It is instructive to note that, as we talk here this evening, a new draft Bill is going through the EU entitled “The Nature Restoration Law” which seeks to restore basic rights to the natural world.

The fact that a new law has to be drawn up about the intrinsic value of the natural world is itself a reminder that the climate crisis and the increasing loss of bio-diversity are deeply ethical issue issues for all of humanity.  

In bringing this brief response to John’s paper to a close,I want to thank Fr. Jim for initiating this annual Lane Lecture, and above all for inviting John to give the inaugural Lecture.  The choice of John to give this lecture was inspired, as you can see from his paper this evening.
I also want to thank the Chair of the Parish Pastoral Council, Martina Kavanagh, for organising this event with meticulous attention to detail and planning. 
I also thank Sarah Lane, Director of the Choir, for opening and closing this event with beautiful musical selections.
I also thank the many other people working in the background who made this event happen.
Lastly, I want to thank all of you, my family, and friends, and parishioners, for coming out here this evening.

As I struggle to find the right words to express my gratitude for this evening, I turn to W.B. Yeats for inspiration. Yeats, on the occasion of a second visit to the Municipal Gallery which had portraits of many of his friends, wrote the following words which I want to make my own for this occasion:
“Think, where man’s glory most begins and ends, 
and say, my glory was I had such friends”

Thank you all very much.
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