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                                             A Word from Fr Jim
I have been very touched by the take up on Paul’s invitation of the “Return to Nature” group and of Pasquale’s “Friends of Simpsons Hospital”. 

As we celebrated Earth Day, it struck me from Fr Dermot’s word how we need to be 
                connected and united with each other and all creation. 
What I want to see in the parish is greater unity a greater sense of US together, rather than individuals and groups doing their own thing. Let’s keep the parish mission of
      “Building Hope through Meditation and Service as our goal and method.

On Sunday Last Archbishop Farrell inducted 44 newly trained Catechists for the diocese. I am delighted that he has assigned one of them, Clare Neville to Balally. 
            There will be a blessing and we will talk more about her role shortly. 

    Today is Lay Ministry Sunday and last weekend, Good Shepard Sunday. 
      What is the Lord saying to us at this time? I will leave the answer to Fr Thomas Halík 
                a renowned theologian from Prague and friend of John Paul ᴨ and Pope Francis. 
In his revered and wildly acclaimed book “The Afternoon of Christianity” he writes…..

1. Wherever the action of the Church is limited to the administration of the sacraments and religiosity is not transformed into personal faith, Christianity becomes a mere “cultural religion” that quickly fades and disappears with the change of the sociocultural paradigm.

2. The rescue attempts of the hierarchy - importing priests from Poland, Africa, and Asia,   merging parishes, etc. - are not a realistic solution and will not stop or alleviate the deepening 
                   of this crises, it is more like “shifting the berths on the Titanic”. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]  3. If decades of Church-wide prayer for new priestly vocations has gone unanswered, perhaps God is telling us that he expects us to look for other doors and other solutions instead of 
                                 stubbornly pounding on the doors he himself has closed.

4. The situation will not change unless the Church adopts a completely new model of pastoral ministry, different from that of territorial parishes, unless it offers a new understanding of the priest’s mission in the Church and in society, unless it creates the conditions for a new style of training for the priesthood and unless it creates even greater scope for the involvement of the laity, both men and women in the life and activities of the Church.

                                        With my Love & Blessing 
                                                       Fr Jim.
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