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                                            A Word from Fr Jim


Happy Pentecost Sunday. This is the day the Holy Spirit comes to the apostles and sets them on fire and the gospel is announced to all the nations. It is a day of welcome, welcome new people, new ideas and new hopes. The Church is always new when guided by the Holy Spirit of fire. 
Immigration is the big political issue at the moment. We can discuss it till the cows come home, but I would like to ask 3 simple questions...

(1) As Christians can we say, “Ireland is full”

(2) As Christians, how do we welcome new people when they come into our Church or 
Pastoral Centre for the first time will they come back again?

(3) What would it feel like for me if I was sleeping in a tent by a river 
in Latvia, Ukraine or Boston.

Recently a group, “Rathdown For All”, was formed in this area to welcome newcomers.
 They have asked Dundrum Churches together to participate and Cinzia, Pasquale, John and I have attended their meetings. They now have a welcome statement. If you would like to sign, it will be available at the back of the Church today. Happy welcome of Pentecost. Fr Jim


                                         RATHDOWN FOR ALL

Rathdown For All is a non – political alliance of local residents and community groups who welcome and stand in solidarity with everyone who arrives in our community. No matter who you are or where you have come from, you are welcome here in Rathdown. The Dublin Rathdown area covers everywhere between Marlay Park in the west and the N11 road in the east and from the Dodder River in the north to the Wicklow border in the south. Rathdown is for everyone, including people who come here seeking International Protection and refugees and migrants from within and outside the EU. We believe that people arriving here have much to offer our community and that Rathdown already benefits from diverse backgrounds of people who live here. We want anyone new to Rathdown to feel safe, secure, Supported and a part of the wider community.
Our aim is to build understanding and connection in our community between new residents, regardless of origin or ethnicity and people who already call Rathdown their home. We want everyone arriving in our community to feel welcome and we will encourage and coordinate practical supports for our new residents.
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