
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
 Balally Parish                  

  12th July  2020     15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

 

The Deep End:                                                                                                                                                                  
 

Todays’ Gospel is in three parts: the parable Jesus taught, an explanation on how to listen, and an explanation of the parable 
Jesus taught. The parable itself is well known and concerns seeds, where they land, and what happens to them. We might take 
note of the seeds as representing God’s Word and the effect it has, or does not have, on us. What makes the difference in the 
parable is the type of soil the seed lands on and how suitable it is for growth to take place. Let us consider our own hearts as 
the soil: how open are we to receiving seeds that may be planted there? What condition is our ‘soil’ in? Any decent gardener 
will know that good soil is key in order to cultivate anything. Soil needs to be weathered, broken down; it can be too acidic, 
or it can be too alkaline. Good soil needs organic matter such as compost or manure. It needs lots of air and water; it needs  
to be tended and prepared. We too are weathered down by various forces in our lives, and at times have manure thrown at us. 
This can either close us down and harden our hearts, or it can open us up help us to grow, ready to receive the seeds that are 
scattered. Like the soil, we must take care of our bodies, hearts, and minds, adopt a holistic approach to our well-being.  
The lesson on ‘hearing’ in the Gospel today is also important. How do we listen? Do we listen or read God’s word while  
being distracted by many things, or are we fully attentive, even for a few minutes each day? How do we listen to one another? 
Fully attentive or with one eye on our phone? There is a great richness in the text today, spend time with it. Perhaps think 
about how you might prepare better the soil for planting. ‘The soil is the great connector of lives, the source and destination 
 of all. It is the healer and restorer and resurrector, by which disease passes into health, age into youth, death into life.  
Without proper care for it we can have no community, because without proper care for it we can have no life.’ 
 (Wendell Berry) Jane Mellett mellettj@gmail.com  

Parish Office Open Hours:                  

Tuesday to Friday  10.30am – 12.30pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

  Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com              

Fr Dermot A. Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

  Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                         

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

Mass Times & Intentions:   
  

Sunday 12th July  
S 
10.00am:  Fr Peader O’ Loughlin/ Ann Brady 
 
 

 
12.00noon: Columba Canavan/ Breda Ryder/ Frank  
Cullen/ Phyllis McCarney 

 
 

 
 

Mon 13th July  - Sat 18th July 2020 10.00am: & 7.00pm 

 

10.00am:  Monday: Special Intention (Holy Souls)/  
Rob Doyle 
 

7.00pm: Tuesday: Meany Family/ Vincent Davenport  
(23rd Annv) & Isabel Davenport/ Sr Patty Kidd 
( Mass requested by the Ladies Club) 
 
10.00am :Wednesday:  Marjorie Martin/ Edel Cannon  
7. 
 

7.00pm: Thursday: Ursula O’ Halloran 

 
 

10.00am: Friday : Lisa Delloro/ Nicholas & Sheila Egan
( Birthday Remembrance) 

 
10.00am:  Saturday: Sheila Hegarty/ Seamus &  
Dorine Davin 
 

Sunday 19th July 
 

10.00am:  Special intention (Holy Souls)/ Deceased  
members of the Condon Family 
 
 

12.00noon: Special Intention  
 

A Sower went out to sow But some seed 
fell on rich soil, and produced fruit, a 

hundred or sixty or thirtyfold 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month    

View the Live Broadcast of our  

services  
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-

live/ for a live streaming of our liturgies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

   Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and  

reflection - is held here in the church every Friday 
morning after the 10.00amMass                                                                                        
 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 6:00p.m 
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays:  10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                       
after Mass on Saturdays/Confessions by request 

 

This Week: . 
 

Dear Parishioners,  Welcome Back 

On behalf of the Parish Pastoral Council we are  
delighted to be able to welcome you back to the 
Church. While the Church has been closed we do 
hope you were able to join us in the celebration the 
Masses and Evening Prayer via our webcam service. Our webcam  
service has also, hopefully provided some comfort to those grieving 
loved ones lost to Covid-19. Some of our Parishioners will continue to 
use this vital service for the time being. The Covid-19 new normal is 
now taking shape across all of our lives including our Church life. 
This leaflet has been drawn up to support the safe reopening of our 
Church. We ask you to follow all the guidelines whilst attending Mass 
to ensure we are providing as safe a place to worship as  
possible. The Parish Pastoral Council is committed to our new  
normal so that we can continue to allow us to gather as a Faith  
Community. We have met regularly, and will continue to do so, in 
order to ensure that we as a Parish can operate in these times. In time 
we will make some changes based on your feedback and always  
following Public Health advice. We hope that all who wish to come 
for Mass will be able to do so during July, whether on Sunday or on a 
Weekday. 
 

Before attending Mass please note: 
For health & safety, the number of people present for Mass is  
restricted. It is not possible to have all at the one time. 
For this reason, we have an online booking service available through 
our website (www.balallyparish.ie) or you can call the parish office 
(01 2954296) and they will book your mass for you. Please arrive  
15 minutes early to allow for staggered entry into the church. You 
may need to queue for a few minutes to allow for social distancing 
Upon entry to the porch, you will be welcomed by one of our  
stewards who will give you hand sanitiser. The doors of the Church 
will remain open to ensure good ventilation, you may wish to bring a 
coat with you - even on warmer days.  
 

While attending Mass please note: 
We would kindly ask you, where possible, to wear a face covering. 
When you enter the church another steward will show you to your 
assigned seating. Please follow the one-way system that is clearly 
marked out for your safety.  This applies to entry and exit. We ask that 
you (and your children) remain in your seat until the end of mass. The 
Priest or Eucharistic Minister will bring Holy Communion to you  in 
your seat 

Please note that the toilets are closed due to health 
and safety guidelines 
 

Departing after Mass please note: 
A one way phased exit will take place to allow social distancing, this 
is via the side doors, not the main door. Hand sanitizer stations will be 
available at the exists  also. We ask you to depart as quickly as possi-
ble to allow the Church to be prepared for the next Mass and the dis-
tribution of Holy Communion for those who viewed online. 

Receiving Holy Communion for those who have not 
been in the church for Mass: 
This will take place strictly from 11am-11:40am after the 10am Mass 
and 13:00-13:40 after the 12 noon Mass on Sundays only. 
There will be a one way system in place, arriving via the main porch, 
from the Pastoral Centre side, with exit via a side door. There will be 
stewards to assist in approaching for Communion Unfortunately we 
cannot facilitate you to pray in the church after receiving at this time. 
Hand Sanitizer will be available on arrival and departure.           
Times of Mass (For the month of July) 
Sundays: 10am; 12 noon. 
Weekdays: Monday, Wednesday, Friday & Saturday: 10am. 
Tuesday and Thursday: 7pm. 
Evening Mass on Tuesday and Thursday is to facilitate those 
at work during the day. 

Seeing your Life through the Lens of the Gospel
                 

       Matthew 13:1-23  

 

1. Jesus uses parables to make people think about 
their own responses to his message. As you read 
this parable you may recognise that at different 
times you have been like each of the different 
types of soil. As you recall times when you  

   presented fertile soil for the word of God,  
  what  helped you create that receptive  
atmosphere? What lessons for life do you get            

`  from that?  
 
2. Parents with children, teachers with pupils, 
speakers with listeners, are all like sowers in a 
field where the preparation of the soil is up to an-
other – the child, pupil or listener. They can sow 
the seed but cannot guarantee that it will bear fruit. 
At times there may be a temptation not to try any 
more. The challenge is to sow in hope. When have 
you been surprised by the harvest you have 
reaped?  
 
3. ‘We are wasting our time here’ may sometimes 
be the apparent wisdom in a group. Have there 
been times when you have gone against this appar-
ent wisdom and seen your efforts bear fruit?  
 
 

John Byrne OSA  
Email: jpbyrneosa@gmail.com  

PLEASE NOTE: 

THIS MONTH’S 

THREE ROCK PANORAMA 

MAGAZINE IS AVAILABLE  FREE ONLINE   

PLEASE NOTE:  

Our e-mail address  threerockpanora-

ma@gmail.com  

mailto:threerockpanorama@gmail.com
mailto:threerockpanorama@gmail.com


     Balally Parish 400 Club draw 
 

                 Did you ever think of joining?  
             Subscription: €10 per month                                                                            

 
   Gift Certificates available in the Parish Office 

 

 Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 

What kind of people are we? 
 

 

“Other (seed) fell on rich soil 
and produced their crop”.  We 
have all kinds of choices to 
make in the course of a lifetime. 
Probably the most significant 
one is the kind of person we want to be in relation to 
God and to one another. This is not predetermined as 
we can let ourselves be changed through the way we 
listen to God’s word and how we listen and are  
transformed by those close to us. We are shaped  
right through life by what/who we are listening to.  
If we listen to the world around us, we will put  
ourselves at the centre of our own world. If we listen 
to God’s word, we will put God and those we love at 
the centre. The first way leads to loneliness and  
isolation.  The second way leads to fulfilment.   
Each of us can produce a lot of good for our world 
but only if we are living a life of love of God and 
love of one another in our homes and families and in 
our community of faith. Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 
 

 

Readings for next Sunday   
19th  July 16th  Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Reading I: Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 
Responsorial Psalm 86:5-6, 9-10, 15-16 

Reading II: Romans 8:26-27 
Gospel: Matthew 13:24-43 or 13:24-30 

          Get well  
Best wishes and a speedy recovery 
to all our Parishioners who are sick 
or housebound. We keep you in our 
thoughts and prayers. 

THE GOSPEL 
Matthew 13:1-23 

 

But blessed are your eyes, because they see,  
and your ears because they hear. 

                       Bless 
                    our eyes. 

They see your 
splendor 

in the  
sunlight at play in 

 summer trees, 
in the faces 

of loved ones, 
in images  

by Paul Cezanne. 
And  

blessed be our ears 
since they have heard your glory 

 in the sounds of geese high overhead, 
in baby’s laugh, in Puccini’s opera, 

and in the hello of a friend. 
Let us always listen  

for the cries of 
 your poor. 

Our eyes and ears 
always look forward joyfully  

to receive your  
ever-present  

tender 
love. 

Your “grace is everywhere 

  

ALONE COVID-19  
support line 
ALONE manage a  
national support line and  
additional supports for old-
er people who have con-
cerns or are facing  
difficulties relating to the outbreak of COVID -19 
(Coronavirus). Professional staff are available to  
answer queries and give advice and reassurance 
where necessary. The support line  is open seven 
days a week, 8am-8pm by calling 0818222024. 
 

To Volunteer your help, visit  www.alone.ie 

 

Come and Study Theology in the 
Loyola Institute, TCD. 

The Loyola Institute is delighted to 
offer a new Postgraduate  

Certificate in Christian Theology. 
This is an opportunity to undertake three modules 

in one academic year: two compulso-
ry modules: Readings in Classical Theological 

Texts and Jesus of Nazareth: Son, Christ, 
Word (Monday evenings, first semester) and one 
optional module. Scholarships available. For more 

information, please visit our website:  

https://www.tcd.ie/loyola-institute/.  

Join our Open Evening Zoom Webinar and  

Facebook Live on Thursday 16th July at 6:00pm 
(register on our website) to hear more about this 

exciting course! 

New Pilgrim Path Website of the Week 

According to the American mystic, Thomas Merton, 

the more we try to analyse life, the more we involve 

ourselves in sadness. “But it does not matter much 

because no despair of ours can alter the reality of things, or stain the 

joy of the cosmic dance which is always there. Indeed, we are in the 

midst of it, and it is in the midst of us, for it beats in our very blood, 

whether we want it to or not”. James Finley spent six years at the 

monastery of Gethsemane, where Thomas Merton was director of 

novices. He has given a series of insightful online talks and retreats 

on Merton’s spiritual writings. Access the at: 

www.NewPilgrimPath.ie   

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/071920.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/071920.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/071920.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/071920.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/071220.cfm
https://www.tcd.ie/loyola-institute/
http://www.NewPilgrimPath.ie


 

 

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I NN 

Advertising 
If you would like to   

advertise in the Parish Newsletter 
please contact  the Parish Office on  

01– 2954296 

  

This is a small  

voluntary charity 

 putting all their efforts 

into the funding of life 

saving equipment for  

“The New Children's 

Hospital” when building is complete.  

Koins for Kids collects out of date and 

damaged currency and one and two cent 

coins. They are open to any donation. 

None is too big or small. To date they 

have raised over €100,000.  

If you have any coins or foreign currency 

which can be repatriated please leave 

into the Parish Office. 

PLEASE NOTE: The Family Offering Envelopes are now available for collection 

in the Parish Office  between 9.30am & 2.00pm Tuesday—Friday 

 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

From August 1st  2020 times 
of Masses in Balally will be 
as follows… 
 

Monday 10.00am and Friday 10.00am Saturday Evening  
7.00pm (only) and Sunday Masses 10.00am and 12.00pm.  

 
There will be NO Mass Tuesday, Wednesday or  

Thursday 

PLEASE NOTE: 

Thursday 15th July 

There will be a second training 

(Refresher Course) for Stewards from 6.00pm—6.30pm in 

Balally. 

Nothing is  

impossible  

Though many things 
are hard, 

And if your path is 
rough and steep Keep stepping 

yard by yard. 

Forget that word impossible  

Go forward and believe,  

Be brave and be courageous too 

Who knows what you’ll achieve. 

The Adult Education Certificate in  
Spirituality and Human  
Development Programme in  
Marino Institute of Education is open for applications now for the 2020  
Autumn intake if you are interested please  contact Mary at 
mary.gao@mie.ie or 087 450 8549  


