Church of the Ascension of the Lord
Balally Parish

26th July 2020

Parish Office Open Hours:
Tuesday to Friday 9.30am – 2.00pm.
Tel: 01-2954296,
Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net
Web: www.balallyparish.ie

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Co– Parish Priest:

Pastoral Centre:

Fr Peter Byrne:
Tel: 089-4824671
Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com
Fr Dermot A. Lane Tel: 01 2956165

Tel: 01- 2953095
Email: balallyppc@gmail.com
Web: www.balallyppc.ie

Mass Times & Intentions:
Sunday 26th July

10.00am: Kevin O’ Malley /Special Intention/ Joe & Kay
Hayes
12.00noon: Durney & Fleming families/ Ann & Michael
Arthur
Mon 27th July - Sat 1st August 2020 10.00am: & 7.00pm
10.00am: Monday: Funeral of Jeremiah Francis (Jerry)
Costello
7.00pm: Tuesday: Special Intention ( Holy Souls)/
Florence O’ Sullivan & Stephen O’ Sullivan, Joan Geary
& Una Karlsson
10.00am :Wednesday: Brendan Boland (1st Annv)/
Michael Doolan (1st Annv)/ Tom Gallagher/ John Hart
(2nd Annv) & Joe Hart/ Special Intention.
7.00pm: Thursday: Patricia Kidd (Months Mind)
Micheline Manoncourt/ John Gleeson (58th Annv)
& all the Gleeson Family/Sean & Bridie Furlong
10.00am: Friday: Colette O’ Donovan, Ann Carroll &
Eddie Kennerley/ Edward & Bunny Lacy & Deceased
members of the Lacy Family / Maree & Séamus
McGuinness & John Mahoney, Pauline Lynch & Special
Intention (John Lynch)
7.00pm: Saturday: Eileen McEntee Fay &Patrick Fay

Sunday 2nd August

10.00am : Rose Murphy

The Kingdom of heaven is like a treasure buried in
a field, which a person finds and hides again
(Gospel)
Rembrandt: The Parable of the Hidden Treasure
(detail)c.1630

12.00pm: special Intention
The Deep End:
Over the past few weeks, we have been reading Matthew 13, with its parables on the Kingdom of Heaven. Matthew uses this
phrase to describe what our world might be like if we really lived like Jesus lives. This vision is not one focused on power,
even though the word ‘kingdom’ might be misleading! It is more a web of relationships. Like the seed parables show us,
God’s Kingdom grows quietly, in unexpected places; like seeds, it sometimes grows in the darkness, unseen. Today’s
parable focuses on treasure, something very precious. When we are obsessed with finding something, it consumes us.
We will put all our resources, time or money, into finding it. In this parable, Jesus urges us to strive for the ultimate treasure,
i.e. God. During the Covid-19 crisis, many people have been thinking about what is most important in their lives. A break
from the ‘rat race’ forced all of us to slow down, to step back, to ‘pull the emergency brake.’ We saw who the real heroes in
our society are. We witnessed many acts of kindness and community spirit. We stepped back, paused. No doubt, things will
not be the same again a er this pandemic. But hopefully we will have awakened to what our ‘treasure’ really is.
‘Historically, pandemics have forced humans to break with the past and imagine their world anew. This one is no different.
It is a portal, a gateway between one world and the next. We can choose to walk through it, dragging the carcasses of our
prejudice and hatred, our avarice, our data banks and dead ideas, our dead rivers and smoky skies behind us. Or we can walk
through lightly, with little luggage, ready to imagine another world.’ Arundhati Roy, ‘The Pandemic is a Portal,
’ Financial Times Jane Mellett mellettj@gmail.com

Other Church Services:
Holy Day Masses: Vigil 7.30pm;
10.00am ,1.10pm
Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass
Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month
View the Live Broadcast of our
services
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goeslive/ for a live streaming of our liturgies…
The Rosary: is recited every morning at
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome.
Eucharistic Adoration with prayer and
reflection - is held here in the church every Friday
morning after the 10.00amMass

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:
Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 6:00p.m
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays: 10:00am.
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.
Sacrament of Reconciliation :
after Mass on Saturdays/Confessions by request

Sympathy
We extend our heartfelt sympathy to
the Family and friends of

Marie O’ Connell : Balally Drive
Who died early in the week
May she rest in the peace of Christ

Seeing your Life through the Lens of the Gospel
Matthew 13:44-52
1. Have you ever found yourself saying ‘that was
worth it’ after giving up something
(time, pleasure, money, etc.)? What was the
treasure that made the sacrifice worthwhile?
2.The ‘kingdom of heaven’ is when God is really
the ruler in our life. What treasures have you
obtained when you allow God to be at the centre
of your life?
3. In life, we gather a lot of things, some good
and some bad. The wise person in the kingdom
of heaven is one who knows how to sit down and
make decisions on what to keep and what to
discard. When have you undertaken that kind of
discernment? What have you discarded? What
have you retained?
John Byrne OSA
Email jpbyrneosa@gmail.com

This Week: .
Dear Parishioners, Welcome Back
On behalf of the Parish Pastoral Council we are
delighted to be able to welcome you back to the Church. While the
Church has been closed we do hope you were able to join us in the
celebration the Masses and Evening Prayer via our webcam service.
Our webcam service has also, hopefully provided some comfort to
those grieving loved ones lost to Covid-19. Some of our Parishioners
will continue to use this vital service for the time being. The Covid-19
new normal is now taking shape across all of our lives including our
Church life. This leaflet has been drawn up to support the safe reopening of our Church. We ask you to follow all the guidelines whilst attending Mass to ensure we are providing as safe a place to worship as
possible. The Parish Pastoral Council is committed to our new
normal so that we can continue to allow us to gather as a Faith
Community. We have met regularly, and will continue to do so, in
order to ensure that we as a Parish can operate in these times. In time
we will make some changes based on your feedback and always
following Public Health advice. We hope that all who wish to come
for Mass will be able to do so during July, whether on Sunday or on a
Weekday.

Before attending Mass please note:

For health & safety, the number of people present for Mass is
restricted. It is not possible to have all at the one time.
For this reason, we have an online booking service available through
our website (www.balallyparish.ie) or you can call the parish office
(01 2954296) and they will book your mass for you. Please arrive
15 minutes early to allow for staggered entry into the church. You
may need to queue for a few minutes to allow for social distancing
Upon entry to the porch, you will be welcomed by one of our
stewards who will give you hand sanitiser. The doors of the Church
will remain open to ensure good ventilation, you may wish to bring a
coat with you - even on warmer days.

While attending Mass please note:

We would kindly ask you, where possible, to wear a face covering.
When you enter the church another steward will show you to your
assigned seating. Please follow the one-way system that is clearly
marked out for your safety. This applies to entry and exit. We ask that
you (and your children) remain in your seat until the end of mass. The
Priest or Eucharistic Minister will bring Holy Communion to you in
your seat

Please note that the toilets are closed due to health
and safety guidelines
Departing after Mass please note:

A one way phased exit will take place to allow social distancing, this
is via the side doors, not the main door. Hand sanitizer stations will be
available at the exists also. We ask you to depart as quickly as possible to allow the Church to be prepared for the next Mass and the distribution of Holy Communion for those who viewed online.

Receiving Holy Communion for those who have not
been in the church for Mass:

This will take place strictly from 11am-11:40am after the 10am Mass
and 13:00-13:40 after the 12 noon Mass on Sundays only.
There will be a one way system in place, arriving via the main porch,
from the Pastoral Centre side, with exit via a side door. There will be
stewards to assist in approaching for Communion Unfortunately we
cannot facilitate you to pray in the church after receiving at this time.
Hand Sanitizer will be available on arrival and departure.
Times of Mass (For the month of July)
Sundays: 10am; 12 noon. Weekdays: Monday, Wednesday,
Friday & Saturday: 10am.Tuesday and Thursday: 7pm.

Evening Mass on Tuesday and Thursday is to facilitate those
at work during the day.

.
The treasure we have found
“The farmer sells everything he owns and buys the
field.” In the Gospel reading of this Sunday, Jesus is
calling on us to look at our priorities and set them
straight. And that’s easier said than done! How do we
know what our priorities are? The first test is what
we spend our time at. If, for example, a couple want
to make their marriage a priority, each one must be
willing to invest time in their relationship. This time
needs to be regular, good, creative time. Many
couples do not give that time to each other. The same
is true of family life. Time is the first and greatest gift
of parents to their children. The second test of
priorities is what we are passionate about. There are
many sports widows in our country because this is
what so many men are passionate about rather than
their sacred commitments to marriage and family life.
We can also look at this in relation to our faith
commitment and the time and energy we give to
those with whom we worship God.
Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R.
New Pilgrim Path Website of the
Week
Episcopal priest, writer, and
internationally known retreat leader,
Dr Cynthia Bourgeault is a core
faculty member at the ecumenical Centre teachers and
colleagues, Fr Richard Rohr and James Finley. She
describes the ‘Welcoming Practice’ as a vibrant,
energetic, embodied witnessing practice, and an
essential tool for inner transformation – a powerful
“companion piece for turning daily life into a virtually
limitless field for inner awakening.” Using it can help
move us through challenging or painful experiences,
times of disturbed emotion or anguish, and even
moments where unhelpful control tendencies and
self-inflation takes us over. Access this valuable
spiritual resource at: www.NewPilgrimPath.ie
Readings for next Sunday
2nd August 18th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Reading I: Isaiah 55:1-3
Responsorial Psalm 145:8-9, 15-16, 17-18
Reading II: Romans 8:35, 37-39
Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21
PLEASE NOTE:

Balally Parish 400 Club draw
The 400 club July draw will take place this
weekend
Did you ever think of joining?
Subscription: €10 per month

Gift Certificates available in the Parish Office
Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296
Sacrament of Baptism
We Welcome baby
Manuel Castrejón Galas
Who was Baptised into the Christian Community in this
Church last Sunday
Get well
Best wishes and a speedy recovery to all
our Parishioners who are sick or
housebound. We keep you in our
thoughts and prayers.

THE GOSPEL
Matthew 13:44-52 or 44-46
Jesus said to his disciples:
“The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure
buried in a field

.Lord,
What
is the pearl
of great price?
A Mercedes,
a portfolio, oil wells,
honour and praise a
kingship over everything we survey?

There will be NO Mass Tuesday, Wednesday or
Thursday

Or could it be
no walls: all peoples brothers and sisters,
clean air, water and food for everyone?
Neighbour serving neighbour?
Dinner with friends?
A kind word?
Finding
you
in all
things?

This will be reviewed during the month of
August

Give
us wisdom
to know real treasure.

From August 1st 2020 times of Masses in Balally will
be as follows…
Monday 10.00am and Friday 10.00am Saturday
Evening 7.00pm (only) and Sunday Masses
10.00am and 12.00pm.

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US TEL: 01 2932828

God is with Us

There is a saying that you never really appreciate something until it is no
longer available to you.
During the past several months we have very sadly seen our Churches
having to close their doors. I never thought that such a thing could
happen.
On my stroll to the shops I would pop in to light a candle and say a
prayer as many people did. For those few minutes I would sit and tell the
Lord the things that were on my mind at that time. Although I couldn’t
see him visibly, somehow I knew his presence was there I always came
away with a lighter heart.
Thankfully our Churches have now been allowed to re- open and we are
now privileged to be able to drop in again. During those months of
closure we were very lucky to be able to get Mass via the webcam.
These are very challenging times indeed. What we took for granted has
now been altered. When we go to the shops we must remember to wear
our masks, sanitize our hands and keep our distance. But it is amazing
how quickly you can adapt to these minor changes.
I heard someone remark“ where is God in all this,” well, I am not a
Theologian but have been blessed to have been brought up in the faith.
My answer to this question would have been, God has been with us all
along. you only have to think of the heroic work of the Doctors and
Nurses who put their own lives at risk in looking after the sick. The very
many people who kept us supplied with food and the essential work done
by so many people, our priests and all the lay people who work with them
so much goodness and kindness.
Yes indeed, God has been with us, and will remain with us during these
difficult times.
Ann Schmitz
SUMMER E-FESTIVAL 14TH –16TH AUGUST 2020
The Youth 2000 Summer E-Festival will take place on

Advertising
If you would like to
advertise in the Parish Newsletter
please contact the Parish Office on
01– 2954296
THE
L E O P A R D S TO W N
I NN
CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND
FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION
Get in touch with our events team today on 01 2889189 or email
events@leopardstowninn.ie

This is a small
voluntary charity
putting all their efforts
into the funding of life
saving equipment for
“The New Children's
Hospital” when building is complete.
Koins for Kids collects out of date and
damaged currency and one and two cent
coins. They are open to any donation.
None is too big or small. To date they
have raised over €100,000.
If you have any coins or foreign currency
which can be repatriated please leave
into the Parish Office.

14th to 16th August 2020. As part of this unique event,
Youth 2000 Ireland has received support and input from
some of the largest Catholic Speakers worldwide,
including Fr. John Harris OP, Scott Hahn, John
Pridmore and more. The Youth 2000 Summer E-Festival will be streamed
live. Registration and access is FREE. Register now on ..
http://youth2000.ie/summerfestival2020/
ALONE COVID-19 support line
ALONE manage a national support line and
additional supports for older people who have concerns or are facing difficulties
relating to the outbreak of COVID -19 (Coronavirus). Professional staff are
available to answer queries and give advice and reassurance where necessary.
The support line is open seven days a week, 8am-8pm by calling 0818222024.
To Volunteer your help, visit www.alone.ie

Start by
doing
what’s
necessary,
then do
what’s
possible
and
suddenly you are doing the
impossible

