
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
 Balally Parish                  

  23rd August 2020     21st  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

 

The Deep End: ‘But you …’  
‘Christ asks for a home in your soul, where he can be at rest with you, where he can talk easily to you, where you and 
he, alone together, can laugh and be silent and be delighted with one another.’ CARYLL HOUSELANDER  
 

There is something very exciting about really getting to know someone. Whether it’s talking to a like-minded new friend, or 
the first flush of romantic love, there is nothing like the thrill of getting close to someone and enjoying their company,  
discovering who they are and being truly ourselves with them. Today, Jesus asks an important question: Who do you say I 
am? He sets up the question by first asking the disciples: ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’ He gets answers based on 
the gossip and chatter about him: ‘John the Baptist, Elijah, one of the prophets.’ But then Jesus gets to the heart of the matter 
with the burning question: ‘But you, who do you say I am?’ He knows that his disciples know him better than anyone, and so 
it proves to be, when Peter immediately answers: ‘You are the Christ.’ There is an intimacy and a confidence in this response, 
based on the time they have spent together and the close and loving relationship between them. Jesus asks us that same  
question today: ‘But you, who do you say I am?’ The ‘but you’ is crucial. He is not asking what we have heard about him.  
Of course, we learn about Jesus from the Scriptures. Most of us have been learning about Jesus ever since we were children, 
listening to stories and parables in school or at home. But do we know him? Do we pray and talk and spend time with him? 
Perhaps we could reflect in the coming days on this question: Who is Jesus, to you? Tríona Doherty trionad@gmail.com  
 

Parish Office Open Hours:                      

Tuesday to Friday  9.30am – 2.00pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

     Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com              

Fr Dermot A.  Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

  Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                         

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

 

Mass Times & Intentions:   
 
 

23rd August 
 

10.00am:  Seamus Maguire (1st Annv) / Peggy Gallagher/ 
Pat Cullen 

 
 

12.00noon: John & Josephine Dowling/ James & Annie 
Corrigan/ Billy & Peg Harrington/Deceased members of 
the Coughlan  & McMahon Families. 
 
 

Mon 24th Aug - Sat 29th  August 2020 10.00am: & 7.00pm 

 
 

10.00am: Monday: Jerry Costello (Months mind)/ 

Denis Neavyn/ Margaret Byrne & The Byrne Family & 

Mary Burke/ Special Intention (Holy Souls) 

 

Tuesday: No Mass  

Wednesday: No Mass 

Thursday: No Mass  

10.00am: Friday: Kitty Crotty, Paddy O’Reilly& Michael 
Ingoldsby/ Special Intention & Meany Family 
 
 

7.00pm: Saturday: Jerry Costello/ David McArdle/  
Special Intention ( Get Well)  

 
 

Sunday 30th August 
10.00: Annie Fox & Eileen Nearney/ Patrick & Elizabeth 
Candon 
 
 
 

12.00noon: Leo Keenan (6th Annv)/ Terry Kavanagh 
(6th Annv)/ Special Intention Joan Brerton (Birthday  
Remembrance) 

Jesus said to Peter “ I will give you the keys of the  

Kingdom of Heaven; whatever you bind on earth 

will be bound in Heaven, and whatever you loose 

on earth will be loosed in Heaven “ 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month    

View the Live Broadcast of our  

services  
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-

live/ for a live streaming of our liturgies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

   Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and  

reflection - is held here in the church every Friday 
morning after the 10.00amMass                                                                                        
 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 
6:00p.m 
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays: 
 10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                       
after Mass on Saturdays/Confessions by request 

 

AL HOMECARE 

ALHomecare provide live-in carers for the elderly in your area.  

Our service enables elderly people to continue on living in their own 

home longer and postpone the need for nursing home care. We have 

been operating for nearly 7 years now and we currently have more 

than 100 live-in carers working in Ireland.Covid-19 has made care 

of the elderly in their own home more essential than ever and we are 

very proud that our service is enabling elderly people to stay in their 

own home safely and with the proper care and attention that they 

deserve. I f you are looking for a live-in carer for your relative, 

please call Eileen or Tom today on 087 9916791 or 087 

7440729. Our website is www.alhomecare.ie 

Get well  
Best wishes and a speedy recovery to 
all our Parishioners who are sick or 
 housebound. We keep you in our 
thoughts and prayers. 

THE GOSPEL 
Matthew 16:13-20 

 
Peter said in reply, “You are the Christ, the 

Son of the living.” 
 

       In a flash, 

   Simon Peter saw 
who Jesus 

 is: 

one  
as fast   

as lightening,  
slow as a breeze  

as it caresses a field. 

 Spirit,  
show us too. 

Our Christ. Our Jesus. 

Readings for next Sunday   
 

30th August 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Reading I: Jeremiah 20:7-9 
Responsorial Psalm 63:2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9 

Reading II: Romans 12:1-2 
Gospel: Matthew 16:21-27 

   Balally Parish 400 Club 
  

    August draw will take place next weekend
      Saturday 29th.  
  

  Did you ever think of joining? 

  Subscription: €10 per month                                                                            
Gift Certificates available in the Parish Office 
  

 Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 

 

Seeing your Life through the Lens of the Gospel  
 

Matthew 16:13-20  
 

1. This marks a turning point in the life of Jesus and 
of the disciples. It is the first time that his disciples  
recognise him as the Messiah. Recall turning points 
in your own life when you came to some deeper  
understanding of who Jesus is. 
 

2. ‘Who do you say that I am?’ This is possibly the 
most important question that Jesus puts to us. In 
your heart of hearts, how do you answer this  
question?  
 

3. Jesus praises Peter for his faith, and comments 
that this was not his own doing but a gift of God. 
Perhaps there have been times when you have been 
more than usually conscious that faith is a gift. Be 
thankful for the gift  you have received.  
 

4. These are troubled times for the Church, and the 
promise of Jesus that ‘the gates of the underworld 
can never hold out against it’ is an encouragement. 
What helps you to draw strength from this promise 
of Jesus? What signs of hope do you see in the 
Church today?  
 

John Byrne OSA .Email: jpbyrne-
osa@gmail.com  

 

 New pilgrimage on Lough Derg’s Lakeshore  
 

Walk and Pray in the Lough Derg tradition on  
26th & 30 August. At times in the 1600’s and 

1700’s when Station Island was closed by the Penal 
Laws, pilgrims undertook a form of pilgrimage on 

the lough shore. Walk in their footsteps.  
Contact 0 71 9861518 or info@loughderg.org  

for details.  
Numbers are limited.  Advance booking essential. 

http://www.alhomecare.ie/
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/082320.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/083020.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/083020.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/083020.cfm
http://usccb.org/bible/readings/083020.cfm
mailto:info@loughderg.org


 

afia 

.On this Rock I will build my Church  
“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” This is 
the core of our faith as followers of Christ. A way of 
restating this is that Christ is the one above all others 
who can teach us the fullness of human life and he 
teaches us that the only way to full human living is to 
love God with our whole heart and to love our neighbour 
as ourselves.  Married couples are the great prophets of 
this way, as love is at the core of their existence. But this 
love has to be worked at every day. Love does not just 
mean how we feel but how we choose what is best for 
each other and for the marriage relationship. These 
choices have to be made every day and often during 
many days.  The same is true within family life. As we 
acknowledge the family as the Domestic Church, we 
know that love is at the centre of it and certainly, if we 
are to build communities of faith these decisions to love, 
to make Christ present, are essential. 
Johnny  Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

ONLINE COURSES AT LUMEN 

We are happy to announce autumn 2020 

semester is now open for application – this 

year four modules on the topics of seeking 

to understand the meaning of the life, death and  

resurrection of Jesus, and how the early Church devoted 

much time to reflecting on the Psalms is offered not only 

in the Lumen building but also online. Online modules 

are distinct events, independent of their in-centre  

equivalent, and require separate booking. Each online 

module (OM) consists of five pre-recorded talks (30-40 

minutes each) and a webinar and costs €35. For further 

information please visit our www.lumenop.ie or 

Tel: 01-288 2075 - Mobile: 085 872 7482 -  

Email: info@lumenop.ie or ADDRESS: Lumen 

·Dominican Centre, Sion Hill Campus, Blackrock, Co. 

Dublin, A94 A3C7 – . 

  

ALONE COVID-19  

support line 

ALONE manage a national support 

line and additional supports for  

older people who have concerns or 

are facing difficulties relating to the outbreak of COVID -19 

(Coronavirus). Professional staff are available to  

answer queries and give advice and reassurance where  

necessary. The support line  is open seven days a week,  

8am-8pm by calling 0818222024. 

 

To Volunteer your help, visit  www.alone.ie 

DCU BA in Theology and Religious Studies - Scholarships 

Available. 

Interested in studying theology, but need a flexible programme 

to suit your needs? The DCU BA in Theology and Religious 

Studies is just for you. This part-time, flexible programme is 

aimed at mature students, with lectures on Thursday evenings 

and a number of Saturdays throughout the year. For 2020/21, 

the programme will feature blended learning, with online and 

in-person learning opportunities. Scholarships are available for 

new incoming students. More info at www.dcu.ie/dc300,  

or contact Brad Anderson (brad.anderson@dcu.ie) 

 Three Rock Panorama magazine  

 Your community magazine -  

 Three Rock Panorama - will be back 

on sale in the usual retail outlets from this coming 

 Friday, 28th August, at €2 per full colour copy of the  

September edition.  The magazine will also continue to be 

available online at the Panorama website: 

  www.threerockpanorama.ie .  

Replacing Church lights  
We have been advised that we urgently need to replace the lights in 
our Church building. This is primarily on account of health and safety 
reasons, given their current poor condition.  In addition, some of the 
lights are either completely broken or not working properly, and will 
need to be replaced anyway.  While we are conscious of your ongoing 
generosity in contributing to the running and upkeep of the Church 
building and general Parish activities, some of you may wish to  
designate this important and urgent project of replacing the Church 
lights, when you are making donations to the Parish.   

     May hope 

 return with 

morning light  

With strength 

for each new 

day, So many 

blessings line your path 

As sunshine warms your way. 
 

May you discover wonderment  

There’s magic everywhere,  

Enjoy the beauty nature gives 

The time to stand and stare. 
 

May there be purpose in your life 

With many dreams come true, 

And on our journey through the world 

May life be good to you 

Saint Bartholomew the Apostle Feast Day: August 24th 

A Prayer for Grace 

O Glorious Saint Bartholomew, 

Jesus called you a person without guile and you saw in this word a 

sign that he was the Son of God and King of Israel. Obtain for us the 

grace to be ever guileless and innocent as doves. At the same time, 

help us to have your gift of faith to see the divine hand in the events of 

daily life, May we discern the signs of the times that lead to Jesus on 

earth and will eventually unite us to him forever in Heaven Amen 

http://www.lumenop.ie
mailto:info@lumenop.ie
http://www.dcu.ie/dc300
mailto:brad.anderson@dcu.ie
http://www.threerockpanorama.ie/


 

 

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I NN 

Advertising 
If you would like to   

advertise in the Parish Newsletter 
please contact  the Parish Office on  

01– 2954296 

 

While attending Mass please note 
We would kindly ask you, where possible, to wear a face covering. 
When you enter the church another steward will show you to your assigned seating. Please follow the one-way system that 
is clearly marked out for your safety.  This applies to entry and exit. We ask that you (and your children) remain in your 
seat until the end of mass. The Priest or Eucharistic Minister will bring Holy Communion to you  in your seat 
Please note that the toilets are closed due to health and safety guidelines 
 

Departing after Mass please note: 
A one way phased exit will take place to allow social distancing, this is via the side doors, not the main door. Hand sani-
tizer stations will be available at the exists  also. We ask you to depart as quickly as possible to allow the Church to be 
prepared for the next Mass and the distribution of Holy Communion for those who viewed online. 
 

Receiving Holy Communion for those who have not been in the church for Mass: 
This will take place strictly from 11am-11:40am after the 10am Mass and 13:00-13:40 after the 12 noon Mass on Sun-
days only. There will be a one way system in place, arriving via the main porch, from the Pastoral Centre side, with exit 
via a side door. There will be stewards to assist in approaching for Communion Unfortunately we cannot facilitate you to 
pray in the church after receiving at this time. Hand Sanitizer will be available on arrival and departure.            
Mass Times: (For the month of August) 

Weekdays: Monday, Friday 10.00am Saturday 7.00pm Vigil Mass, Sundays: 10am; 12 noon.  
 

There will be no Mass on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday. 

ly 

   DO YOU NEED SOME HEADSPACE 

This is a small voluntary  
charity putting all their  
efforts into the funding of life 
saving equipment for 
 

 “The New Children's Hospital”  
when building is complete. 
 Koins for Kids collects out of date and 
damaged currency and one and two cent 
coins. They are open to any donation 
none is too big or small. To date they 
have raised over €100,000.  
If you have any coins or foreign  
currency which can be repatriated please 
leave into the Parish Office. 


