
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
 Balally Parish                  

20th September 2020     25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

 

The Deep End:  Unequal Opportunities 
 

Jesus does not see things as we do. Time and time again in his parables, he turns our expectations upside down and helps 
 us to  see things in a different light. Today, he tells the story of the landowner who pays the same wages to all his workers 
those who were hired at the crack of dawn and those who only joined late in the day. Naturally, the ‘early birds’ are put out  
by this they feel it is unjust, even though they received the wage they were promised. Maybe we sympathise with the  
complainers. In our individualistic society, we can fall into the trap of thinking that only certain people deserve good things. 
Those who work hard, who are law-abiding, who make the most of opportunities – they deserve a decent standard of living. 
Think of how often we hear people complaining about those who are struggling, saying they do not deserve assistance or 
‘handouts’? Such criticisms fail to take into account that not everyone has the same opportunities or privileges in life.  
But in this parable of Jesus, the landowner treats everyone the same, regardless of their productivity. He recognises that  
not all of them had the same opportunity – some were just luckier than others, in the right place at the right time. God is just 
and generous, and he expects us to have the same respect for everyone, regardless of their position in life. Sadly we do not 
live in an equal world where everyone’s dignity is respected and everyone has equal opportunities. In this Season of  
Creation, we are mindful in particular of the world’s poor who suffer most as a result of environmental destruction – damage 
that is often caused by the comfortable lifestyles of others. ‘Enlighten those who possess power and money that they may 
avoid the  sin of indifference, that they may love the common good, advance the weak, and care for this world in which we 
live. The poor and the earth are crying out.’ Tríona Doherty tríonad@gmail.com  

Parish Office Open Hours:                      

Tuesday to Friday  9.30am – 2.00pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

     Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com              

Fr Dermot A.  Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

  Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                         

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

 
 

 

Mass Times & Intentions:   
 

 

Sunday 20th  September 
 

 

10.00am: Joan Brerton(7th Annv)/ Mary Looney/  

Peter Cassidy. 

 

12.00noon:  Gavin Mee (2nd Annv)/  John Ryan (3rd Annv)/ 

Lisa Walsh /nee Carey (7th Annv ) & Pat Walsh (9th Annv)/ 

Nancy Finnegan  (20th Annv) 
 

 

Mon 21st Sept -  Sat 26th Sept 2020 10.00am: &7.00pm  

 

10.00am: Tom Gallagher/ Conor Quinn/ Tom Feeley. 

Special Intention Thomas Kenny) Special Intention  

(Paddy Nolan)/ Special Intention (Recovery of operation) 
 

Tuesday: No Mass 
Wednesday: No Mass 
Thursday: No Mass  
 

 

 
 

10.00am: Friday:  Mona Fitzpatrick (1st Annv)/ 
Richard Leonard/ Teresa Keyes & Dermot Fitzsimons/  
Special Intention (Nora Power)  
 

 

 

7.00pm: Saturday: Thomas & Anne McDonnell & Patrick & 
Nancy McDonnell/ Joseph Walsh/ Peter Browne 
 

Sunday 27th September  
10.00am: Con O’ Keeffe & Colette Monaghan/ Shauna  
Matley &Special Intention (Get well)/ Betty Healy (9th Annv)  

 
 
 
 

12.00noon:  Rose Daly (1st Annv) Amy Corbett/ Own Ward  
 (Family watching on Webcam from London) 
 

 
 

“For the Kingdom of Heaven is like the  

landowner who went out early one morning 

to hire workers for his vineyard.” 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month    

View the Live Broadcast of our  

services  
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/ 
for a live streaming of our liturgies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

   Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and  

reflection - is held here in the church every Friday morning 
after the 10.00amMass                                                                                        
 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 
6:00p.m 
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays: 
 10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                       
after Mass on Saturdays/Confessions by request 

 

           ALONE COVID-19 support line 

ALONE manage a national support line and additional  

supports for older people who have concerns or are  

facing difficulties relating to the outbreak of COVID -19 

(Coronavirus). Professional staff are available to answer 

queries and give advice and reassurance where  

necessary. The support line  is open seven days a week, 

 8am-8pm by calling 0818222024.  

         Balally Parish 400 Club 
  

                  

                            Did you ever think of joining? 
      Subscription: €10 per month                                                                            
       

  Gift Certificates available in the Parish Office 
  

  

 Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 

 

Readings for next Sunday   
 

27th September 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Reading I: Ezekiel 18:25-28 
Responsorial Psalm 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 

Reading II: Philippians 2:1-11 or 2:1-5 
Gospel: Matthew 21:28-32 

Get well  
Best wishes and a speedy  

recovery to all our Parishioners who 
are sick or housebound. We keep 
you in our thoughts and prayers. 

           Bible Reflection  

If you would like to enhance your 
relationship with God and with  
others, you may find this invitation is 
for you. 

 

An invitation to journey with the prophet Jeremiah while 
developing skills in understanding the Word of God and 

how it relates to our lives. 

 Starting Wednesday 14th October at 7.30pm for  
10 weeks on Zoom. Please contact Sr Therese at 

theresefitzgerald7@gmail.com as soon as possible if you 
wish to attend. This programme is free of charge and will be 

through Zoom.  

     Sympathy                                                                             

We extend our heartfelt sympathy 

 to the Family and friends of   

       Patricia (Patsy) Barrett: Moreen Ave 
       Who died early in the week &   

  Sympathy to the family & friends of  
 

Ann-Marie Griffith (nee Daughton): 
Parkvale -Westport.     

 

 May they rest in the peace of Christ 

 

The generous love of God 
“Why be envious because I am generous?” It is very difficult 
to tolerate begrudgery, those who forget the riches they have  
themselves and are forever complaining about what others 

have. We can so easily become like that. We have a call this 
week to get in touch with all the good things that are in our 
lives and to give thanks and praise to God and to each other. 
This is particularly important for the health and growth of 

every marriage relationship. The greatest temptation in  
marriage is to take each other for granted and so become  

dissatisfied. Criticism then enters into the relationship and  
becomes destructive. A couple needs to be generous with 

each other and give time regularly to count their blessings.  
This is also so important in family life where the pull can be 

towards ever more material things rather than a true  
appreciation of the treasure that is in each person. and the 

faith community can only be built on generosity.   
Johnny  Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

    Sacrament of Baptism 
 

     We Welcome babies 

     Aoibheann O’ Gorman  
      & Joshua Murray 

   

Who were Baptised into the Christian Community in this     
 

                          Church last Sunday 

St Tiernan’s Community School  

Adult Education Programme 

Autumn 2020(Book now) List of classes available on 
www.adultedtiernans.ie 

Email: adulted@tiernans.ie  

(Digital copy of Brochure) or call:086 7902260 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/092720.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/092720.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/092720.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/092720.cfm
mailto:theresefitzgerald7@gmail.com


 

afia 

 

      While attending Mass please note.. 
 

We would kindly ask you, where possible, to wear a face covering. 
When you enter the church another steward will show you to your assigned seating. Please follow the one-way system that 

is clearly marked out for your safety.  This applies to entry and exit. We ask that you (and your children) remain in your 
seat until the end of mass. The Priest or Eucharistic Minister will bring Holy Communion to you  in your seat 

Please note that the toilets are closed due to health and safety guidelines 
 

Departing after Mass please note: 
A one way phased exit will take place to allow social distancing, this is via the side doors, not the main door. Hand sanitiz-

er stations will be available at the exists also. We ask you to depart as quickly as  
possible to allow the Church to be prepared for the next Mass and the distribution of Holy Communion for those who 

viewed online. 
 

Receiving Holy Communion for those who have not been in the church for Mass: 
This will take place strictly from  

11am-11.20 after the 10am Mass and 13:00-13.20  
after the 12 noon Mass on Sundays only. There will be a one way system in place, arriving via the main porch, from the 
Pastoral Centre side, with exit via a side door. There will be stewards to assist in approaching for Communion. Unfortu-

nately we cannot facilitate you to pray in the church after  
receiving at this time. Hand Sanitizer will be available on arrival and departure.            

Mass Times: Weekdays: Monday, Friday 10.00am Saturday 7.00pm Vigil Mass, Sundays: 10am; 12 noon.  
 

 There will be no Mass on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday. 
 

Revised Seating arrangements in Balally Church 
 

As you know it is now about two months since our church reopened after lockdown and so far the operation has gone 
smoothly. We hope those of you who are able to join us here in the church for Mass feel safe and don't find our Covid  
related regulations too onerous. This has been a new experience for all of us and we are learning as we go along.  
We are also keeping the operation under review in line with Covid developments and updated guidelines from our Health  
Services. In light of most recent directives, we feel now is the time for a little “fine tuning” to help keep everybody safe 
while they worship here in Balally.  
 

Since reopening we have been accommodating our family groups upstairs in the Choir Gallery. Experience however has 
shown us that in certain weather conditions that space may not be adequately ventilated for our Covid-19 world. So we are 
trying a new arrangement.. Family seating will be provided here on the ground floor in the outer seat rows on the Car Park 
side of the church (to your right as you enter the church). Seat allocations in the rest of the church will be unchanged.  
 Our booking system has been updated to reflect the structure 

                TO BOOK A MASS IN BALALLY 
 

Recently, we reduced the maximum number of people allowed in our Church due to an updated under-
standing of COVID regulations/directives. This change resulted in some changes to the way in which plac-
es were reserved for Mass; instead of booking 'seat types' (individual/couple/family etc.) we introduced 
booking per 'person'. This change has caused some difficulties and anxiety for our parishioners; we sin-
cerely apologise for this. 
 

Our booking system has now been simplified to allow ticket bookings for one or two persons,  
per booking. This means a Family of 4 should make two bookings for two people, a Family of  
5 or 6 should make three bookings. Please be assured that, once you have pre-booked, on arrival at the 
church, our Stewards will facilitate your preferred seating arrangement (wheelchair, individual/couple/
couple with care-giver/family).  
 
Finally, our weekend Masses are now hitting maximum capacity and we cannot provide for all the people 
who wish to attend a weekend Mass. A large number of people are booking places at Mass but do not at-
tend Mass; if you are unable to attend Mass please cancel your booking via  
the Parish Office or via balallyparishwebteam@gmail.com and thereby allow someone else to take your 
'space’. Please be mindful of others who may wish to attend Mass at the week-end  
and refrain from booking more than one week-end Mass.   
 
Just a gentle reminder about booking to attend Mass: To comply with Covid-19 regulations we have to 
keep records of everyone who attends Mass. The best way to do this is through our booking system so we  
would appeal to everybody who wishes to attend Mass to book in advance. PLEASE don't turn up if you 
haven't booked as we do not want anyone to be disappointed if they cannot be admitted and our stewards 
do not want to have to turn people away.  
 
We would like to thank you for your continued patience and cooperation with our booking  
system for Mass at Balally Parish. The purpose of the Booking System is to ensure a fair and safe means 
by which parishioners may attend Mass 

mailto:balallyparishwebteam@gmail.com


 

 

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I NN 

Advertising 
If you would like to   

advertise in the Parish Newsletter 
please contact  the Parish Office on  

01– 2954296 

ly 

 

This is a small voluntary 

charity putting all their 

efforts into the funding of 

life saving equipment for           

“The New Children's Hospital”  

when building is complete.  

Koins for Kids collects out of date and 

damaged currency and one and two cent 

coins. They are open to any donation 

none is too big or small. To date they 

have raised over €100,000. If you have 

any coins or foreign currency which can 

be repatriated please leave into the  

Parish Office. 

     The Season of Creation 2020  

     1st September-4th October 
  Theme: “CULTIVATING HOPE” 

 

The Season of Creation has a special  
significance for the Catholic Church,  
particularly since Pope Francis established 1st  
September as an annual World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation.  
 

The Season of Creation or Creation Time, is marked throughout the 
Christian world 1st  September—4th  October  
(Feast of St. Francis of Assisi) and celebrates the joy of creation as well 
as encouraging awareness-raising initiatives to protect the natural  
environment. For more information see Balally Parish Website 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
    

 

1. Explore Trōcaire’s 100 ways for Parishes to implement Laudato Si’  

       (https://      www.trocaire.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/parishes/100-ways-to-     
implement-laudato-si.pdf)  

 
 

2. Become an Eco – Parish. See www.ecocongregationireland.com  

3. Take the Laudato Si’ Pledge (www.CatholicClimateMovement.global/
petition )  

4.  Discuss with / write to your local TD to express your concern on Ireland’s 
record on addressing the climate crisis. Check out www.onefuture.ie for 
some ideas.  

5.  Can we help to conserve and protect water in our area?  Water is the source 
     of life for all living things. Can we restore a local Holy Well? Take a  
      pilgrimage to a local Holy Well. See www.lovingsisterearth.com  
 

6.  Get in touch with local Environmental Action Groups and/or organisations 
such as Trocaire, World Health Organization, Medecin sans Frontieres, etc. 

7. Can we spread hope across the world by twinning with a village in a drought 
     stricken area?    

O Creator God, open our eyes and our hearts to the wonders of your presence 
among us.  May we see the signs of your beauty within and about us and ever 
be in awe of the simple gifts of life. Help us to reach beyond ourselves and to 
give thanks for all of your creation that share this universe with us; people of 
every nation, animals of every species, all forms of vegetation, the planets, 
stars, and all the elements.  We pray this in union with the incarnate Word of 
God in whose image all was created.  Amen 

 

 PLEASE NOTE: 

OCTOBER 2020 THREE ROCK 

 PANORAMA MAGAZINE IS BEING 

PUBLISHED  

BOTH IN HARD COPY AND 

ONLINE  

Magazine in shops and online  

Saturday 3rd October 

PLEASE NOTE: Our e-mail address 

is:  threerockpanorama@gmail.com 

 

https://www.trocaire.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/parishes/100-ways-to-implement-laudato-si.pdf
https://www.trocaire.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/parishes/100-ways-to-implement-laudato-si.pdf
http://www.CatholicClimateMovement.global/petition
http://www.CatholicClimateMovement.global/petition
http://www.onefuture.ie
http://www.lovingsisterearth.com
mailto:threerockpanorama@gmail.com

