
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
 Balally Parish                  

6th September 2020     23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

 

The Deep End: Our common home: 
 

Today we mark the first Sunday of the Season of Creation 2020, which runs from 1 September to 4 October. This special sea-
son in the church calendar celebrates the joy of creation, while encouraging awareness of initiatives to protect the natural  
environment. We are reminded during this time of our duty to care for what Pope Francis calls ‘our common home’. When 
we hear the word ‘home’, we tend to think of the immediate place where we live and the people we share it with – our house 
or living space and our immediate family, neighbours and community. Each of us lives within a particular web of relation-
ships that we call home. But we must be conscious too that we live in a wider relationship with the earth and with all of crea-
tion. We all live in a common home, and we all must care for it, and for each other. Our gospel today sees Jesus offer some 
advice about living in community. He first acknowledges that communities are far from perfect. We all struggle with our re-
lationships and duties. But he makes one thing clear: in a community, we all have a responsibility to each other and to work 
to build harmony. This responsibility extends beyond our immediate environment to our world. In this Season of Creation, 
we remember in particular those across the world who are suffering as a result of environmental damage. The way we live on 
this earth has consequences for the world and its people, and indeed for future generations. Over the next few weeks, let us 
consider how we might make some changes that reflect our care for others and for our common home. 
“We need to strengthen the conviction that we are one single human family. “ Pope Francis, Laudato Si’) 
Tríona Doherty trionad@gmail.com  

Parish Office Open Hours:                      

Tuesday to Friday  9.30am – 2.00pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

     Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com              

Fr Dermot A.  Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

  Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                         

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

 
 
 

Mass Times & Intentions:   
 

 

Sunday 6th September 
 

 

10.00am: Christina Diamond (6th Annv)/ Carmel Quinn/ 
Mary Dunne 
 
 
 

 

 

12.00noon: Special Intention (Get Well)/ Phil Quinlan/Martin 
Quinn 
 
 
 

Mon 7th Sept -  Sat 12th Sept 2020 10.00am: &7.00pm  

 

10.00am: Maura Lang (4th Annv)/Ed Ford/ Rosalie Cassidy/ 

Special Intention/ Special Intention (Get Well)  

Tuesday: No Mass  
 

 
Wednesday: No Mass 

 

 
Thursday: No Mass  
 
 

 
10.00am: Friday: Breda Fitzpatrick & John O’ Donohue/  
Special Intention (Get Well) 

 
 
 

 

7.00pm: Saturday: Special Intention / Special Intention  
(Get well) 
 
Sunday 13th September  
10.00am: Christopher O’ Shea (12th Annv)/ Eamon Wall 
 
 

 
 

12.00noon: Michael Egan (40th Annv ) & Margaret Egan 
(51st Annv)/ Patrick & Barbara Murphy & baby daughter 
Margaret 

If your Brother sins against you Mt. 18:15-20   

Jesus said to his disciples: “If your brother sins 
against you, go and tell him his fault between you and 

him alone. If two of you agree on earth about any-
thing you ask, It will be done for you by my  

Father in heaven.” 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month    

View the Live Broadcast of our  

services  
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-

live/ for a live streaming of our liturgies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

   Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and  

reflection - is held here in the church every Friday 
morning after the 10.00amMass                                                                                        
 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 
6:00p.m 
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays: 
 10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                       
after Mass on Saturdays/Confessions by request 

 

         Get well  
Best wishes and a speedy recovery to all our 
Parishioners who are sick or housebound. 
We keep you in our thoughts and prayers. 

Power given to us, the Church 
“Where two or three meet in my name I shall be there 
with them.”  What a wonderful promise that is.  And 
what an extraordinary power that promise gives us as 
followers of Christ.  Because of our Baptism, we are 
people who always meet in his name whatever the 
purpose of our meeting.  Every time we are together 
we make Christ present.  It is hard to believe and yet 
we have Christ’s word for it.  This has huge implica-
tions for each of us personally.  Every married couple, 
just by being together in love, is a source of the pres-
ence of Christ.  Every family home is where he lives 
because of the people who live there.  And everything 
we do together as a faith community is part of the sal-
vation of the world.  However, our responsibility in 
all of this is to ensure that the quality of our love is 
such that this presence of Christ can warm the world 
of all those around us.  Johnny  Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

Readings for next Sunday   
 

13th September 24th  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

Reading I: Sirach 27:30-28:7 
Responsorial Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 9-10, 11-12 

Reading II: Romans 14:7-9 
Gospel: Matthew 18:21-35 

   Balally Parish 400 Club 
  

            

     Congratulations to our August winners     
   1st Prize:  €1,000:  Raymond O’ Sullivan 

 2nd Prize: €300: Mary Gleeson  

 3rd Prize: €200 Ken & David Healy 

 4th Prize: :€100  David Nolan 

 

  Did you ever think of joining? 
  Subscription: €10 per month                                                                            
  

 Gift Certificates available in the Parish Office 
    

 Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 

                      The Joy of Hope 
 

This morning I woke up at around 6 am. I decided to get out of bed as I didn’t feel I would fall back 
asleep.  As usual I looked out to see what the weather was like. Not surprisingly the sky was overcast, 
very dark clouds loomed on the horizon. For a few moments I felt despondent, hen suddenly the sky 
brightened as the Sun came out.  A very welcome sight. I immediately felt my spirits lift. It felt good. 
During the last 6 months we have been living under a dark cloud – the terrible pandemic of the Covid 19 
virus. Tragically, thousands of people have died from this dreadful virus. All over the world people have 
suffered unbearable grief as they lost loved ones.  It is hard to imagine what they suffered as they were 
unable to be with those they loved during their illness and final hours. Daily masses and prayers have 
been continuous for all those who died and their families and friends. I decided I wouldn’t listen to the news this morning. 
I made a conscious decision.  I would not let this virus affect my daily life anymore.  I would try to cherish each day and 
put my trust in the Lord. While naturally complying with the regulations advised by the health experts, I was determined 
to look for all the things that would lift my spirits as the sun did.  I would let joy back into my heart.  There is so much joy 
all around.  The joy of listening to your favourite music, reading a good book or watching your favourite tv programme. 
For this so called “New Normal” way of life we all need  a little joy in our lives and most especially we need Hope.  Hope 
that fewer people will lose their lives and hope that a vaccine will be found soon.   Ann Schmitz 
 

       Sympathy                                                                        

  We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the  

    Family and friends of   

           Martin Quinn:  Wesley Lawns 
           Who died early in the week 

                        May he rest in the peace of Christ 

Morning Prayer of (St Francis of Assisi 

Lord, help me to live this day, quietly, easily; to lean on your great 

strength, trustfully, restfully; to wait for the unfolding of your will, 

patiently, serenely: to meet others, peacefully,   

joyfully; to face tomorrow, confidently, courageously. Amen 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/091320.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/091320.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/091320.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/091320.cfm


 

afia 

 

      While attending Mass please note.. 
 

We would kindly ask you, where possible, to wear a face covering. 
When you enter the church another steward will show you to your assigned seating. Please follow the one-way system that 

is clearly marked out for your safety.  This applies to entry and exit. We ask that you (and your children) remain in your 
seat until the end of mass. The Priest or Eucharistic Minister will bring Holy Communion to you  in your seat 

Please note that the toilets are closed due to health and safety guidelines 
 

Departing after Mass please note: 
A one way phased exit will take place to allow social distancing, this is via the side doors, not the main door. Hand sanitiz-

er stations will be available at the exists  also. We ask you to depart as quickly as possible to allow the Church to be pre-
pared for the next Mass and the distribution of Holy Communion for those who viewed online. 

 

Receiving Holy Communion for those who have not been in the church for Mass: 
This will take place strictly from 11am-11:40am after the 10am Mass and 13:00-13:40 after the 12 noon Mass on Sundays 

only. There will be a one way system in place, arriving via the main porch, from the Pastoral Centre side, with exit via a 
side door. There will be stewards to assist in approaching for Communion Unfortunately we cannot facilitate you to pray in 

the church after receiving at this time. Hand Sanitizer will be available on arrival and departure.            
Mass Times: Weekdays: Monday, Friday 10.00am Saturday 7.00pm Vigil Mass, Sundays: 10am; 12 noon.  

 

 There will be no Mass on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday. 
 

Revised Seating arrangements in Balally Church 
 

As you know it is now about two months since our church reopened after lockdown and so far the operation has gone 
smoothly. We hope those of you who are able to join us here in the church for Mass feel safe and don't find our Covid  
related regulations too onerous. This has been a new experience for all of us and we are learning as we go along. We are 
also keeping the operation under review in line with Covid developments and updated guidelines from our Health Services. 
In light of most recent directives, we feel now is the time for a little “fine tuning” to help keep everybody safe while they 
worship here in Balally.  
 

Since reopening we have been accommodating our family groups upstairs in the Choir Gallery. Experience however has 
shown us that in certain weather conditions that space may not be adequately ventilated for our Covid-19 world. So  
beginning next Saturday 5th September we are trying a new arrangement. From then, Family seating will be provided 
here on the ground floor in the outer seat rows on the Car Park side of the church (to your right as you enter the church). 
Seat allocations in the rest of the church will be unchanged. By next Saturday the seat markings will be changed and our 
stewards will be able to show you to the correct areas. Our booking system has been updated to reflect the structure.  
 

Just a gentle reminder about booking to attend Mass: To comply with Covid-19 regulations we have to keep records of 
everyone who attends Mass. The best way to do this is through our booking system so I would appeal to everybody who 
wishes to attend Mass to book in advance. You can do this online through our web site or by telephone to the Parish Office   
PLEASE don't  turn up if you haven't booked we do not want anyone to be  disappointed if they  cannot  be admitted and it 
is embarrassing for our stewards to have to turn people away. Because of our restricted capacity it is not possible to facili-
tate everyone who wishes to attend Mass on Sundays so maybe give others a chance to book for some Sundays, or maybe 
you could attend on a different day of the week.   
 

Finally a word of thanks: To all of you who have been so good at complying with these previously unheard of  
regulations. We appreciate you can no longer sit in your normal seat and you have to enter and leave in strange ways, but 
you have made it possible to bring some degree of normality back to our worship. I know our stewards greatly appreciate 
the way you have all cooperated in making the operation work so smoothly and a final word of thanks to our stewards for 
keeping us all safe and comfortable while we attend Mass.  

THE GOSPELMatthew 18:15-20 
 

 

If two of you agree … about anything for 
which they are to pray, it shall be granted 

to them by my heavenly Father. 
 

 

 Pandemic, racial injustice, trafficking of humans, 
   global warming, homelessness … 

Lord, what can we do. 
 

 “If two of you agree on earth 
about anything you ask, 
it will be done for you 

 by my Father in 
heaven.” 

 

 
Christ, 

Lord of love, 
let us not think twice; 

let us trust in your words. 
Let us all come together and pray 

as one. 

 
Hope the weather is good 

for Fr Peter in the West of 

Ireland and he is having a 

well deserved holiday 

break .We look forward to 

seeing Fr Peter soon  

looking relaxed and well 

rested . 
 

 

Hope Jimmy Finnegan is  

keeping him company 

Can we please make 

it stop now!! 

http://usccb.org/bible/readings/090620.cfm


 

 

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I NN 

Advertising 
If you would like to   

advertise in the Parish Newsletter 
please contact  the Parish Office on  

01– 2954296 

ly 

     The Season of Creation 2020  

     1st September-4th October 
  Theme: “CULTIVATING HOPE” 

 

The Season of Creation has a special  
significance for the Catholic Church,  
particularly since Pope Francis established 1st  
September as an annual World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation.  
 

The Season of Creation or Creation Time, is marked throughout the 
Christian world 1st  September—4th  October  
(Feast of St. Francis of Assisi) and celebrates the joy of creation as 
well as encouraging awareness-raising initiatives to protect the natural  
environment. For more information see Balally Parish Website 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

What can we do to care for our common home? 
 

 

1.Spend some time outside each day, in awareness,  
   reconnect with nature. 
 

2. Start to grow some of your own food, support  
    local producers. 
 

3.  Compost your garden and food waste 
 

4. Avoid or reduce the use of chemicals in your home and garden. 
 

5. Use (Vinegar, baking soda) and buy eco-friendly cleaners ,   
   see  (www.ecoverdirect.com)  
 

6. Plant pollinator friendly plants in your window box or garden at home          
and in your parish grounds. www.biodiversityireland.ie 

 

Prayer for Creation Time 
 

A prayer for our earth from Laudato Si’  

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest  

of your creatures. You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 

Pour out upon us the power of your love, that we may protect life and beauty. 

Fill us with peace, that we may live as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 

O God of the poor, help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, 

so precious in your eyes., bring healing to our lives, that we may protect the 

world and not prey on it, that we may sow beauty, not pollution and  

destruction. Touch the hearts of those who look only for gain at the expense  

of the poor and the earth. Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, to be 

filled with awe and contemplation, to recognize that we are profoundly united 

with every creature as we journey towards your infinite light. We thank you 

for being with us each day. Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle for justice, 

love and peace. Amen. 

 

 

 Eco-Congregation Ireland 

You are invited to the  
Eco-Congregation Ireland 
online conference 'Planetary 
Emergency: How to Have 
Hope' to be held on  
Saturday 3 October 2020 from 
10.30am to 12.30pm via Zoom. 
 

The speakers are Professor John Barry, 

 Sr Nellie McLaughlin and Denise  

Gabuzda. In this time of climate  

emergency we can easily succumb to  

despair. Speakers from the perspectives 

of science, faith and social policy show 

us how to have hope for the future and 

take practical action. This conference is 

free of charge however you need to book 

via this Eventbrite link:  

https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/planetary-
emergency-how-to-have-hope-tickets-
118841152085. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: when you register you 
will receive a confirmation email  
containing the Zoom link to the  
conference on 3rd October. This link is at 
the bottom of this confirmation email, so 
you will have to scroll down to see it. 
This is the link to click on the day to  
access the conference via Zoom. 

 

http://www.ecoverdirect.com
http://www.biodiversityireland.ie
https://www.ecocongregationireland.com/2020/09/01/eci-online-conference-saturday-3-october-2020-planetary-emergency-how-to-have-hope-all-welcome/
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https://www.ecocongregationireland.com/2020/09/01/eci-online-conference-saturday-3-october-2020-planetary-emergency-how-to-have-hope-all-welcome/
https://www.ecocongregationireland.com/2020/09/01/eci-online-conference-saturday-3-october-2020-planetary-emergency-how-to-have-hope-all-welcome/
https://www.eventbrite.ie/e/planetary-emergency-how-to-have-hope-tickets-118841152085
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