
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
 Balally Parish                  

22nd November 2020        Solemnity  of Christ The King 

 

The Deep End:  A different sort of king 
Today’s gospel leaves us in no doubt as to what Jesus expects of his followers. It is a gospel of contrasts. It begins with a 

scene of judgement, with Jesus in the role of king, sitting on the throne of glory. It would have been a familiar image to the 
people of the time, who were expecting a great Messianic king. In the time of Jesus, kings were powerful rulers, and some 
were tyrants. We know from earlier in Matthew’s Gospel that kings like Herod were capable of brutal acts. It is an image 

that remains familiar to us today, thanks to popular fairytales, movies and TV shows – the all-powerful ruler sitting on their 
throne, passing judgement on their subjects. But the king that Jesus talks about here turns these images upside down. He is 

not focused on riches or power, or inciting terror or fear. Instead, he is a fair judge, a shepherd who knows his flock. He 
invites all those who have acted with justice and generosity to take their place in his kingdom. He is in solidarity with the 

‘least’ of his people – a king whose main concern is those who are hungry, displaced, sick or imprisoned. He refers to them 
as ‘brothers’. Jesus’ kingdom is centred around charity, compassion and forgiveness. He expects us to treat everyone we  

encounter with welcome. There are simple acts of kindness we can carry out each day. Such love for others is love for God:  
‘In so far as you did this to the least of these brothers of mine, you did it to me.’ 

 

‘In the evening of life, we shall be judged on love.’  St John of the Cross 
 

Jane Mellett: mellettj@gmail.com 

Parish Office Open Hours:                      

Tuesday to Friday  9.30am – 2.00pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

     Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com              

Fr Dermot A.  Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

  Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                         

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

 

 
 
 

  Mass Times & Intentions:   
 
 

 

Sunday 22nd November 10.00am  

          The Annual Mass for deceased 
          Naomh Olaf G.A.A Club members. 

 

Monday 23rdNovember No Mass  

  Tuesday 24th  November No Mass  

  Wednesday 25th  November   No Mass 

Thursday 26thNovember No Mass 
 

 
 

Friday 27th November 10.00am: 
Margaret & Pat Dunne/ 

Special Intention / 
Katie & Daniel Phelan and their  

5 sons and 2 Daughters/ 
Mary Conlon 

 

 

Saturday 28th November: 7.00pm 

Special Intention Thank you to Sr Kathleen Keane/ 

Eileen Cullen/ Dick Butler/ Thelma Walsh/ 

Special Intention X2 
 
 

 

Sunday 29th November (1st Sunday in Advent) 

    Marie McDonnell (1st Annv)/ 

               Bridget Hogan (3rd Annv) 

                      Nora & Daniel Henderson /  

            Maureen & Andy Fagan/ 

Ray Hennessey/ 

 

Our Lord Jesus  
Christ King of the Universe 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month    

View the Live Broadcast of our  

services  
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/ 
for a live streaming of our liturgies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

   Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and  

reflection - is held here in the church every Friday morning 
after the 10.00amMass                                                                                        
 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 
6:00p.m 
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays: 
 10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                       
after Mass on Saturdays/Confessions by request 

 

         Get well 

Best wishes and thoughts of healing and  
recovery to all our Parishioners who are  sick 

or housebound. May God’s unfailing love 
and care surround you. We keep you in our 

thoughts and prayers. 

               

 Balally Parish 400 Club 
    
 

    November draw will take 
place next weekend       

 
Did you ever think of  

   joining? Subscription: €10 per month                                                                            
         

  Christmas Gift Certificates  
         available in the Parish Office 

 
Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 

 

 

 We would like to ask members of the 400 Club to leave  

their subscriptions into the Parish  

Office. Under new Covid19 restrictions it is proving  

difficult to collect  at doors and leaving   

payment into the Parish Office is a great help and very 

much appreciated. 

      Sympathy                                                                        
 

We extend our heartfelt sympathy  

   to  the Family and friends of   
      

  John Kilcoyne:    Balally Park  
 

        Mary Kelly:       Moreen Ave 
       

             Who died recently 
          May they rest in the peace of Christ 

 

THE GOSPEL            

Matthew 25:31-46 

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I 

was thirsty and you gave me drink. 

           O Jesus, 
King of Creation, 

you came from glory, 
to the rough roads of Galilee; 

you took a crown of sharp thorns, 
  and received a killing cross for your throne 

You put on poverty, to be like us, 
so that we might be holy 

like you are 
holy. 

So 
let us care 

 for your creation that is ill, 
 welcome the stranger, 

visit him in prison, 
feed her and 

clothe  
her, 

and slake 
your deepest thirst. 

ADVENT MORNING  
PRAYER 

 

Advent morning prayer will take 

place each weekday morning in 

Balally Parish commencing on  

Monday 1st December.  

Because of Covid restrictions, it will take a slightly different 

shape this year. The time has changed to 9.00am and the  

prayer will be delivered live through the webcam only.  

Advent morning prayer, now in its 21st year in this parish,  

is prepared and led by two lay people each day.  
 

Participating in Advent morning prayer together is a good 

way to prepare for the celebration of Christ's coming at 

Christmas and hopefully the change in the time will allow 

many more of you to join in from your own home. 
 

If you would be willing to help, please leave your name 

and contact details into the Parish office as there are  

vacancies for readers in the weekly rota at the moment! 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/112220.cfm


 

afia 

 

 

Maynooth University and the Alzheimer Society of  
Ireland need your help!  

In Ireland, many people with dementia move to nursing home 
care. We want to understand the impact of this move on the 

 partners of these people. We know that this can be a difficult 
time, and we want to learn more about it so that we can help to 

support you and others like you. 
If you: 

have had a spouse or partner with dementia move to a nursing 
home in the past 1-5 years, 

are willing to chat to us (in person, via video conferencing, or on 
the phone) about your experiences, particularly when it comes to 

loneliness, please either email us at: 
 Joanna.McHughPower@mu.ie   
Or call Eimile at: 089 412 4099 

 

Readings for next Sunday   
 

29th  November 1st Sunday of   
Advent 

 

  Reading I: Isaiah 63:16b-17; 64:1, 3b-8 
  Responsorial Psalm: 80:1ac, 2b, 14-15, 17-18 
         Reading II: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
             Gospel: Mark 13:33-37 

      Christ the King 
Jesus said to his disciples: “In so 
far as you did this to one of these  
brothers/sisters of mine, you did it 
to me.” There are many ways of 
looking at what Christianity is 

about and most of them are valid. 
This extraordinary statement by 

Christ brings us to the very heart of it the absolute  
dignity of every human being, the beloved of God.  

We practice our Christianity primarily through our love 
for one another and our care for all those in need.  

They say that charity begins at home. How true that is.  
Very often the person who is in most need is a wife or 

husband who is being taken for granted. Or there is  
often the child or young person who has everything 

except real affection for which they crave. But charity 
cannot remain at home. It has to spread out to the faith 

community and through that community to the poor 
and marginalised. That is how we honour  

Christ as our King..  
Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

TRÓCAIRE GIFT OF LOVE 
 

When you buy a Trócaire  
Gift of Love, you’re not just  
giving you’re joining the fight for 
justice. Buy a Trócaire Gift of Love and send some love around 
the world this Christmas. Your money goes to the  
developing world – buying life-changing gifts for people who 
really need them as well as funding critical work in Trócaire’s  
justice, resource rights and women’s empowerment  
programmes. When you buy online, you can choose either a  
traditional gift card or an e-card. 
 

The traditional card will be posted out to your address within  
3 working days. 
 

The e-card will be emailed to your chosen recipient  
immediately or at a time you schedule. You will be able to  
enter a personal greeting in the e-card, and send it to anyone you 
choose – a friend, family member or client. 
 

To order by phone call 1850408 408 (ROI)  

OR 08009121200 (NI)  

To find out more go to www.trócaire.org 

       Crosscare  

Annual Parish Appeal 

Times are difficult for everyone at the moment particularly 
the most vulnerable people in our community. As the need 
for people to access our services increase, we are finding it 

more difficult to keep our stock at a level that can cope with 
the demand.  

We need donations of toiletries – Soaps, Shampoo, 
Toothpaste, hand soap, baby hygiene products  

non perishable food . 
Donations of new toiletry products and in their original 

packaging please: 

Please leave your donations into Balally Parish Office  
Mon– Fri  9.30am – 2.00pm   

 

All Donations in by the 11th December 2020  

If you wish to support the work of Crosscare at this difficult 
time for those most in need in our Diocese, please remember 

you can donate online at  
 

   
   www.dublindiocese.ie 

ALONE Senior Line  
If you are an older person and would like someone to 

talk to, particularly since Covid-19, consider phoning 

SeniorLine. We are Ireland’s national confidential  

service for older people. We are open every day of the 

year from 10am-10pm. We are older people too, trained 

to listen and support. We would love to hear from 

you. Freefone 1800 80 45 91 

mailto:Joanna.McHughPower@mu.ie
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WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I NN 

Advertising 
If you would like to   

advertise in the Parish Newsletter please contact  the 
Parish Office on  

01– 2954296 

ly 

NOT EVERYTHING IS CANCELLED 

Sunshine is not cancelled 

Spring is not cancelled 

Love is not cancelled 

Relationships are not cancelled 

Reading is not cancelled 

Naps are not  cancelled 

Devotion is not cancelled  

Music is not cancelled 

Dancing is not cancelled 

Imagination is not cancelled 

Kindness is not cancelled 

Conversations are not cancelled 

Hope is not cancelled 

 

STARS 
In order for the stars to shine, 

The sun must go to rest, 

For only in the darkness can 

You see the light the best. 

 

But the night sky separates our eyes 

From light that would make us blind, 

And what we call stars poke holes in this sheet 

To reveal some of heaven behind. 

 

The night sky simply shields our eyes  

From what they cannot bear, 

But we are allowed a glimpse of hope 

In a time of great despair. 

 

And as heaven pours out itself, 

We see not endless void,  

But rather, a glimpse of never-ending 

Peace and love and joy. 

 

Praise be to God, who spoke the stars 

That illuminate the night, 

For they are proof that even in 

                     The darkness, there is light..    ABIGAIL R. HALL 

Priory Institute 
 

Reflecting on the Sunday Gospels 
of Advent: 2020  
Advent Retreat 

 
Starts: 12.15am, November 29th 2020 

Ends 12.00am Friday January 1st 2021 

This year, the Priory Institute offers an Advent retreat based 
on the Sunday gospel readings. The retreat consists of a  

weekly reflection (approximately 15 minutes) that is  

accompanied by questions for further pondering and  

suggestions for prayer. The relevant gospel readings and 
questions may be downloaded by participants.   
The retreat is offered entirely online with one reflection per 
week that can be viewed from the Sunday morning.  

Reflections are available cumulatively as the retreat  

progresses. 
 

Cost €40.00 (€30.00 Priory Institute Students).  

Group rates are available on request. 

Registration by 27th November.  

https://prioryinstitute.com/events/2020-advent-retreat 
 

More Information  

Email: enquiries@prioryinstitute.com 

Tel: +353 (0)1 4048124  

https://prioryinstitute-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/Redirect?ukey=1tjDPBahx5AkljfKgfehOuOInL2JFKmAJGs2-YYbIVdg-0&key=YAMMID-12476029&link=https%3A%2F%2Fprioryinstitute.com%2Fevents%2F2020-advent-retreat
mailto:enquiries@prioryinstitute.com
https://prioryinstitute.com/+353%20(0)1%204048124

