
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
       Balally Parish                  

29th November 2020          1st Sunday of Advent 

 

The Deep End:  Finding our feet 
It can be very hard to live with uncertainty. Back at the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, a counsellor was interviewed on 

radio about how people were coping with the ‘lockdown’. People were anxious and fearful, she said. Many were  
 experiencing loneliness, as their normal routines and social life came to an abrupt halt. Another thing that people really  

struggled with was the inability to make decisions. They felt trapped and stuck, unable to plan ahead. They couldn’t make 
plans to visit family or go on holidays. They didn’t know if their jobs were secure, or if their children would return to  

school. When things are up in the air, it is hard to find your feet and feel grounded. Many of us are still struggling with these  
feelings. Today we enter a new church year, and our first Advent season since the pandemic hit. Many of us are feeling  

more subdued than normal as we begin our preparations for Christmas. It will be very different from the usual family and 
social occasion, and we are saddened and worried by this. In today’s gospel, Jesus urges his disciples to ‘stay awake’. We 
might feel we have no choice at the moment – the feeling of not knowing what is coming is very familiar. We are on our 

guard, on edge, waiting for the latest news. Yet already, there are initiatives springing up to support those who are  
vulnerable or in need this Christmas. In our own families, we are plotting ways to ensure no one is alone or isolated.  

We are ‘awake’ to the strange circumstances, and we are finding ways to cope. We pray today for the strength to guide us 
through the coming weeks, and for the peace and joy of Christ to lift our hearts and carry us onward  

 

‘In this time of tribulation and mourning, I hope that you will be able to experience Jesus, who comes to meet you, 

greets you and says: ‘Rejoice. Pope Francis.   Jane Mellett: mellettj@gmail.com 

Parish Office Open Hours:                      

Tuesday to Friday  9.30am – 2.00pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

     Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com              

Fr Dermot A.  Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

  Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                         

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

  

 
 

 

Mass Times & Intentions:  
 

 Sunday 29th November 10.00am 
 (1st Sunday in Advent)   

 

 Marie McDonnell (1st Annv) 
 Bridget Hogan (3rd Annv) 

                      Nora & Daniel Henderson /             

Maureen & Andy Fagan/  Ray Hennessey/ 
 

Monday: 30th November No Mass  

     Tuesday: 1st December No Mass  

  Wednesday: 2nd December No Mass 

Thursday: 3rd December No Mass 
 

 
 

Friday 4th December 10.00am: 
 

 

Altar List of the Dead 
 

Saturday 5th December: 7.00pm 
 

 

John Maloney & Kathleen & Alec Lynch & 

John Lynch ( Birthday Remembrance)/ 

Patrick Boucher Hayes/ 

Jimmy Gallagher/ 

Special Intention ( Get well)/ 
 

 

 

Sunday 6th December 10.00am  

Lochlainn O’ Catháin (20th Annv)/ 

Gerry Purcell/ Reiltin O’ Byrne/  

Bernard Murphy/ Ann Doyle/ Special Intention 

 (Successful Operation) 

 

This is the coming of Jesus into the world 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month    

View the Live Broadcast of our  

services  
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/ 
for a live streaming of our liturgies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

   Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and  

reflection - is held here in the church every Friday morning 
after the 10.00amMass                                                                                        
 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 
6:00p.m 
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays: 
 10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                       
after Mass on Saturdays/Confessions by request 

 

         Get well 

Best wishes and thoughts of healing and  
  recovery to all our Parishioners who are  
sick or housebound. May God’s unfailing                 
      love and care surround you.  
    We keep you in our thoughts and prayers. 

          Balally Parish 400 Club 
    
 

    November Draw was held this 
weekend. 

 

Did you ever think of  
   joining? Subscription: €10 per month                                                                            
         

  Christmas Gift Certificates  
         available in the Parish Office 

 

Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 
 
 

 We would like to ask members of the 400 Club to leave  
their subscriptions into the Parish  

Office. Under new Covid19 restrictions it is proving  
difficult to collect  at doors and leaving   

payment into the Parish Office is a great help and very 
much appreciated. 

 

         THE GOSPEL            

Mark 13:33-37 
 
What I say to you, I say to all: “Watch!”   

  

Rough 
mountains, 

steep pathways, 
 rugged trails with ruts, 

or sometimes, 
cool trails, 

running  
streams. 
Whether  

rough roads or sunny streets 
let us never stop watching 

for you, O 
Lord. 

Come to us as we walk with one another 
on the pathway of time. 

We look for you in all things, 
all creation, every event, 

every love, every  
one we meet,  

along 
the 

  way. 

ADVENT MORNING  
PRAYER 

Advent morning  
prayer will take place 
in Balally church each 
weekday morning  
during Advent as a preparation for the  
celebration of Christmas 2020. 

   commencing online only  
Monday 30th November at  9am and will  

last about 15 –20 minute 
 

You are cordially invited to join us online 
through the Parish website to participate in 
this prayer in the comfort of your own home, 
knowing that you will be joining with many 

others who are waiting in hope and in  
expectation for a fresh glimpse of Jesus 

Christ, the Light that shines in the darkness. 
It is suggested that you have a candle and 

matches handy so that you too may share in 
the lighting of an Advent light during the  
service. Unfortunately, due to the current 
health restrictions, the church building will 
not be open for people to attend in person. 

"Three Rock Panorama - your  
Community magazine - is on sale in all 
the usual outlets from this weekend. 
Also read it online on our Website: threerockpanorama.ie.  
There will be no magazine published in January.  
Our next deadline is Monday 11th January for receipt of 
submissions, articles, adverts etc. for our February edition".  

This Sunday marks the  

beginning of the new  

liturgical year with the  

Season of Advent.  

Advent is a time of spiritual 

preparation for the celebration of Christmas. For the  

four Sundays of Advent  in Balally, members of the Family 

Mass team will light the candle on the Advent wreath and 

say the prayer by way of introduction. After communion we 

will reflect on the Jesse tree- the family tree of Jesus. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/112920.cfm
http://threerockpanorama.ie


 

afia 

 

 

Readings for next Sunday   
 

2nd Sunday of  Advent 
 

Reading I: Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 
Responsorial Psalm: 85:9-10, 11-12, 13-14 

Reading II: 2 Peter 3:8-14 
Gospel: Mark 1:1-8 

       Crosscare  

Annual Parish Appeal 

Times are difficult for everyone at the moment particularly 
the most vulnerable people in our community. As the need 
for people to access our services increase, we are finding it 

more difficult to keep our stock at a level that can cope with 
the demand.  

We need donations of toiletries – Soaps, Shampoo, 
Toothpaste, hand soap, baby hygiene products  

non perishable food . 
Donations of new toiletry products and in their original 

packaging please: 

Please leave your donations into Balally Parish Office  
Mon– Fri  9.30am – 2.00pm   

 

All Donations in by the 11th December 2020  

If you wish to support the work of Crosscare at this difficult 
time for those most in need in our Diocese, please remember 
you can donate online at  www.dublindiocese.ie 

       

    Advent Reflection Series 
 

“The Lord himself will give you a sign.  

It is this: 

The Maiden is with child  

and will soon give birth to a son” Is7:14 
 

Journeying through Advent in song 

Hymns, Psalms, Chant, and  

Dánta Dé (hymns of Ireland) 
 

PREPARE-  REJOICE 

Kerrie O’ connor– Vocalist 

Sarah Lane– Violinist 

Mary Louise O’ Donnell– Harpist 

Naomi Dunleavy– O’ Shea Violinist 
 

Church of the Ascension of the Lord Balally 

Sunday 6th December—Prepare 

Sunday 20th December—Rejoice 

4.00pm 

Join us online at  

www.churchservices.tv/balally 

In person by booking a place in advance on 

www.balallyparish.ie 

Please be advised that bookings will not be 

taken until we hear the  new government  

 guidelines . Once this is clear we will notify 

you of booking arrangements.  

Spaces will be limited in line with  

restrictions on gatherings 

If closures remain in place on the 6th and / 

or 20th the reflection will be  

online only 

 

The Annual Mass for Deceased  

Naomh Olaf G.A.A Club members was 

held last Sunday here in Balally. It was a lovely way to 

remember those who passed away during the year. The 

Mass was celebrated  by Fr Lane and organised by 

Patsy and Brendan McGlynn. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/120620.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/120620.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/120620.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/120620.cfm
http://www.dublndiocese.ie
https://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiS8-6k1ejeAhUusaQKHQlQDlkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.neighbourly.com%2Fproject%2F56420f978f61090eb89a6ee0&psig=AOvVaw1-_C9dwm3g_YtZ4zbgUSjA&ust=154299898494


 

 

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I NN 

Advertising 
If you would like to   

advertise in the Parish Newsletter please contact  the 
Parish Office on  

01– 2954296 

ly 

Waiting for God 

Jesus said to his disciples: “What I say to you I say to all: 
Stay awake!”  Three times in the Gospel reading for the First 
Sunday of Advent, Jesus gives the command to stay awake  
so it must be important! But what does it mean for us?  This 

week we begin a new year in our journey of faith and the 
danger is that it might simply be the same as the one we are 
ending. We are no further along the road unless we brighten 
up. The same is true in your journey of love. One year can 

easily be the same as the last one and when it is like that you 
are asleep or half dead. This week is another wake up call for 
all of us whether we are married or single, priest or religious, 

living in a family or living alone. It is particularly a call to 
every faith community to make the year ahead a time of 
growth to the glory of God.  Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

 

1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT PRAYER 

God of light and life. 

Give us hope as we wait 

For your coming again 

When we are tempted  

to be grateful to have  found you 

While others are lost. 

Send us out into the darkness  

In search of those  

Who need you most. 

We pray to the Lord 

Amen 

 Life is not a race, but a journey 

To be savoured each step of the way 

Yesterday is history,  

tomorrow is a mystery, 

                    And today is a gift, 

         That’s why it’s called the present. 

As we all know, during Level 5 lockdown, many people are experiencing additional feelings of 
isolation, anxiety and distress as well as enduring depression, bi-polar disorder and other  

challenges with their mental health. These feelings are often further exacerbated during this  
holiday season, as people can sometimes contrast their own sadness with other peoples joy.  

If you, wish to connect with people in relation to your mental wellbeing, please consider using the 
Phone In and Zoom Support & Self Care Groups, the Support Line or Support Mail, now and 

throughout the holiday season.  
 These services provide support, coping skills and information  – and most importantly help people 

who are in distress to know and feel that they are not alone in their experience.  For more  
information about the groups https://www.aware.ie/support/support-groups/ and all of our services on www.aware.ie. 

https://www.aware.ie/support/support-groups/
http://www.aware.ie

