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The Deep End: The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas) 25 December 2020 Glory to God in the highest heaven!’ 
The account we read this evening from Luke’s Gospel shows Jesus being born into a situation of total oppression.  
Luke reminds us of the political regime which controls the land and the effect this has on the people. Luke only gives one  
sentence to the actual birth of Jesus and then focuses his attention on the shepherds. There is a reason for their presence.  
Shepherds were considered ‘ritually unclean’ because of their close contact with animals. Their lives would have been full  
of poverty, fear and struggle. So, this scene that Luke paints is not a tranquil setting, this is a setting on the margins. Every-
thing about this story is provocative and uneasy. It is into this ‘mess’ God comes as a homeless child. We are being invited to 
expect the unexpected. Luke begins his gospel as he means to continue, turning the world upside down in solidarity with the 
outcast. He places angels rejoicing with shepherds, the ‘highest’ and the ‘lowest’, giving glory to God together. The good 
news of Jesus’ birth goes first to the marginalised. It is in their name that the shepherds are chosen. As you sing the Gloria 
during this Christmas season, come back to this marginal space where it was first sung, with the angels and the shepherds in a 
field. No boundaries, no walls, no purification rituals, but the promise of a deep peace for all, a peace for which the world 
desperately longs. It is for this reason we rejoice. We are invited to Bethlehem today, to open up our hearts to the One  
who has come. We return, like the shepherds ‘glorifying and praising God for all they have seen and heard’.  
All are welcome to the manger. May we welcome all as God does, with compassion and love. O Come, O Come,  
Emmanuel, come forth from deep within me with Christmas luminous beauty. For my heart has become the sacred crib, 
the birthing place of God-among-us:  Edward Hays      Jane Mellett: mellettj@gmail.com 

Parish Office Open Hours:                      

Tuesday to Friday  9.30am – 2.00pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

     Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com              

Fr Dermot A.  Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

  Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                         

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

  

 
 

              Mass Times & Intentions:  
  

       Sunday 20th December:10.00am  

Frank McCann (1st Annv)/ Peter Maher (9th Annv) 

Mary Conlon (11th Annv) Sean Whelan (12th Annv)/ 

  Andrew Watt |(16th Annv)/Sean & Mary Dillon/ 

         Special Intention (Birthday Remembrance Ann Arthur) 

                     Martin Quinn (Christmas Remembrance)/  

Special Intention (Get  Well) 

Advent reflection series: 4.00pm 
     

   Monday: 21st  December No Mass  

Tuesday 22nd  December No Mass     

Wednesday: 23rd No Mass 

      Thursday: 24th Christmas Eve 

6.00pm Family Mass 

Pauline Comnolly (8th Annv)/Seamus Coughlan/ 

9.00pm Vigil Mass 

Joe Lynam (10th Annv)/ Teresa O’ Dowd/ Special Intention 
 

 

 

Friday 25th  December (Christmas Day)                    

10.00am Mass &12.00noon Mass  

Holy Communion will be distributed in the Church Porch 
after 10.00am Mass  (only )on Christmas Day  

Between  10.45 & 11.15 
        Saturday 26th December: Vigil Mass7.00pm 

Feast of the Holy Family Mass  
Mary Supple & Marie Webb 

 

Sunday 27th December 10.00am 
Feast of the Holy Family Mass 

                Brian Meade (5th Annv)/ 
Deceased members of the Arthur Family/ 

Today a light will shine upon us, for the 
lord is born for us, and he will be called 

wondrous God, Prince of Peace, Father of 
future ages: and his reign will be  

                    without end .   Artist: He Qi 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month    

View the Live Broadcast of our  

services  
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-

goes-live/ for a live streaming of our litur-
gies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

   Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and  

reflection - is held here in the church every 
Friday morning after the 10.00amMass                                                                                        
 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 
6:00p.m 
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays:  10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.                                                   

 

      

   Balally Parish  
      400 Club 

    
  

The December draw was held On Saturday. 

The names of the winners will be on the notice board  

inside the Church and winners will be notified on the 

Wattsapp group and in the next Parish Newsletter. 
 

  Did you ever think of joining?  
Subscription: €10 per month                                                                            

   

 Gift Certificates  

            available in the Parish Office 
 

   Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 
 

We would like to ask members of the 400 Club to  

 continue leaving their subscriptions into the Parish 

 Office. payment into the Parish Office is a great help 

and very much appreciated. 

 

      

        

 ADVENT MORNING  
PRAYER 

Advent morning prayer is  
continuing each weekday  

morning during  
Advent and until Christmas 
Eve as a preparation for the  

celebration of Christmas 2020. 
online only  at 9am  Lasts about 15 –20 minutes 

 

You are cordially invited to join us online through the  

Parish website to participate in this prayer in the comfort of 

your own home, knowing that you will be joining with many 

others who are waiting in hope and in  

expectation for a fresh glimpse of Jesus Christ, 

 the Light that shines in the darkness. 

It is suggested that you have a candle and matches handy so 
that you too may share in the lighting of an Advent light  

during the service.  
 

Frank Finnigan delivering the parcels of food to  
Crosscare. Thank you to all who donated so  

 generously to Crosscare 
  

 Get well 
Christmas wishes and thoughts of  

healing and recovery to all our Parishioners who 
are sick or housebound. May God’s unfailing  

love and care surround you.  
We keep you in our thoughts and prayers. 

Senior Line  
If you are an older person and would like someone to talk to, 
particularly since Covid-19, consider phoning Senior line  
We are Ireland’s national confidential service for older people. 
We are open every day of the year from 10am-10pm. We are 
older people too, trained to listen and support. We would love 
to hear from you. Freefone 1800 80 45 91 

 

ALONE COVID-19 support line   

ALONE manage a national support line and  

additional supports for older people who have  

concerns or are facing difficulties relating to the  

outbreak of COVID -19 (Coronavirus). Professional staff 

are available to answer queries and give advice and  

reassurance where necessary. The support line  is open 

seven days a week 8am-8pm by calling 0818222024.  
 

To Volunteer  help, visit  www.alone.ie 



 

afia 

 

         Thank You 
 

To all who work so hard in our Parish, especially those who work quietly behind the scenes .  

This year the COVID-19 virus has brought  many challenges and changes to the day to day events in Parish life.  

Those who organised with great dedication the COVID-19 Crosses that were lovingly  

displayed  both outside and inside the Church and then put into frames. A special “Thank You” to the 

 Parish Pastoral Council who gave up so much of their time with great  

dedication and at times had to make some difficult decisions for the safety of everyone, The Finance Committee 

who have kept a watchful eye on Parish Finances, Church Maintenance Team, Stewards,  

the Parish Technical Team , The Church Cleaning Guild, Floral team, Gardening Team, Altar Society,  

Liturgy groups, Baptism team, Funeral team,  Do this in Memory Team, Fáilte Team, Cantors, Singers and Musicians,  

Ministers of the Word, Junior readers, Confirmation Club, Ministers of the Eucharist , Parish Office who have been  

working flat out, Pastoral Centre  and all who prepared and presented Advent morning prayer.  

To all who have mastered the on-line booking and viewing on the Webcam, it is so good to have you all participate in our 

Liturgies. To all who collect and deliver for the Church ,  

those who prepared the Crib and decorated the Church so beautifully for Christmas .To all who have donated and who  

continuously give so generously to this Parish. 
 
 

Thank you to all, it is very much appreciated. 
 

Fr Lane  and Fr Peter 

               

        A CHRISTMAS MEDITATION 

            Fr Dermot A. Lane. 

                    “The people  that walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
                those who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them light has shined”( Is.9: 2 ) 

 

 

We have all walked in darkness during the last 9 months because of the coronavirus. We have also experienced the  
darkness that comes from fear, from uncertainty, and from anxiety of catching this deadly virus. 

Many have lost  loved ones, unable to say goodbye, prevented from having a full funeral service. It has been difficult  
for everyone, and especially difficult for frontline healthcare workers: doctors and nurses. It has been difficult for people 
providing essential services such as the ambulance teams, postmen and women, the Guards, difficult for businesses, the 

hospitality sector, supermarkets, educators and difficult for those who have lost their job. And yet in spite of all this  
darkness, people have risen to the challenge of Covid in extra ordinary ways: watching out for neighbours, making  
sacrifices to ensure others do not become infected by the virus, conscientiously following government guidelines  

to keep the numbers of infection down. 
 

We have all been shaken to the core by the coronavirus. We have discovered in a new way our own personal  
vulnerability. We have become aware of the finite character of life itself and the fragile nature of the lives of others.  

We have all in different ways collided with our own limitations. Some have lost faith and others have found faith. For those 
who have not been able to go to church to share in the Eucharist, some have found God in their gardens and local parks. 

There has been a new awakening to the omnipresence of the God of nature in our world. We see this God of nature in the 
rhythm of life, death and rebirth, especially in the movement from winter to spring. 

 

 

At Christmas we celebrate two key realities: Christ as the light of the world and Christ as the Word of God made flesh. 
Concerning Christ as the light of the world, we are told that the light of Christ came into a dark world: “a light shines  
in the darkness and the darkness could not overcome it” (Jn.1:5).  The light of Christ continues to flicker in our world  

surrounded by darkness and yet the darkness cannot quench that light. We find Christ in the light and in the darkness at  
one and the same time. It is that fascinating interplay of light and darkness that was celebrated last Monday in the Winter 

 Solstice that takes place in Newgrange every year for the last 5000 years. It is not just a coincidence that Christmas is  
celebrated in the same week that the Winter Solstice is observed in Newgrange. 

 

The second key insight that we celebrate at Christmas is that Christ is the Word of God made flesh: “the Word was made 
flesh and dwelt among us” (Jn.1:14) This means that when God decided to come among us, God came not in power, not in 
glory, not as pure spirit but rather immersed in the flesh of humanity, and in particular in the flesh of Mary of Nazareth, and 
thereby consecrating the flesh of all humanity, of all women and men. For us as Christians there is something sacred about 

the flesh of every human being. A Christian spirituality is always an embodied spirituality. In this time of Covid  
we need to remember that the body is the dwelling place of God, no matter how bruised or broken or damaged we may be, 

the body remains a sacred reality. 
 

As we face into a new year, we face the future with hope in our hearts, hope of course in the light of the new vaccines, 
 but also hope because the light of Christ continues to shine in our world and hope because the Word was made flesh and 

continues to dwell among us. 
 

 

On behalf of Fr. Peter, Fr. Padraig, Fr. Emmet and myself, and also on behalf of the Parish Pastoral Council, I wish  
everyone a Happy Christmas and hopefully a better and brighter and safer New Year. 



 

 

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I NN 

ly 

                                     

     While attending Mass Over Christmas please note.. 
 

We would kindly ask you, where possible, to wear a face covering when you enter the church and 
sanitise your hands on entry. A steward will show you to your assigned seating. Please follow the one-way system that is 

clearly marked out for your safety.  This applies to entry and exit. We ask that you (and your children) remain in your seat 
until the end of mass. We suggest that you wrap up well as all the church doors (front and Side) will be left open for the 

duration of the Mass, in compliance with the Covid regulations, so it may be a little chilly! 
Please note that the toilets are closed due to health and safety guidelines 

 
 

A one way phased exit will take place to allow social distancing; this is via the side doors, not the main door.  
Hand sanitizer stations will be available at the exists also We ask that you depart as quickly as  

Possible to allow the Church to be prepared for the distribution of Holy Communion for those who viewed online. 
 

Receiving Holy Communion  at  Christmas for those who have viewed online 
 

Holy Communion will be distributed in the Church Porch after 10.00am Mass ONLY 
 on Christmas Day BETWEEN 10.45 & 11.15 

 
 

 

Please wear your face masks and follow the one-way system (enter from Supervalu side please) 

 
 Mary, the Ark of God’s Covenant 

“Rejoice so highly favoured; the Lord is with you.” The Angel 
addressed these words to Mary, the Mother of Jesus, and our 

Mother. But they are also addressed to each of us who have the 
wonderful privilege of knowing Jesus through our Baptism.  
They have a very special significance for couples who are  

privileged to have each other and to be united in the Sacrament 
of Marriage. In the course of this week of Christmas, be aware 

of all the good that is in your love relationship, how highly  
favoured you are to have this person as your wife/husband.   

Be aware also of the goodness of each one of your children and 
how privileged you are to have them. As you celebrate the  

Eucharist during this week, whether physically or online, make 
a special effort to appreciate the people of your faith  

Community and know that your love makes Christ present. 
Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

            Sitting under the Mistletoe 
 

        Sitting under the mistletoe 

One last candle burning low, 

All the sleepy dancers gone, 

Just one candle burning on, 

Shadows lurking everywhere: 

Some one came, and kissed me there. 

Tired I was; my head would go 

Nodding under the mistletoe 

      No footsteps came, no voice, but only, 

Just as I sat there, sleepy, lonely, 

Stooped in the still and shadowy air 

Lips unseen– and kissed me there, 

 

The Parish Office Staff would like to wish all  
Parishioners a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful and 

Healthy New year 


