
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
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  3rd January 2021       Second Sunday of Christmas 

 

The Deep End: Taking Root                                                                                                                             
We talk about having ‘roots’ as a way of describing our connection to a place or people. Being rooted somewhere means we 

are part of that place. When we are ready to settle down, to become part of a community, maybe to buy a house or start a fam-
ily, we talk about ‘putting down roots’. It means we are making this place our home. It is a rich metaphor from the plant 

world. The roots of a tree or plant represent its relationship with the soil it is planted in and the elements around it. The deeper 
the roots, the more connected a plant is to its environment. It becomes part of the place where it’s planted. We use this expres-

sion in everyday language too – when an idea ‘takes root’ in us, it is something that becomes a part of us, inseparable from 
our very selves. Today’s first reading speaks of the wisdom of God ‘taking root in a privileged people’. It describes it another 
way as ‘pitching a tent’. These images offer us a way into understanding the complex language of today’s gospel, which talks 

about God’s relationship with us by sending Jesus: ‘The Word was made flesh, he lived among us’.  By becoming human, 
God put down roots not just in our physical world, but in humanity itself. God pitched a tent among us and became one of us. 
It is a connection that cannot be broken – the roots go too deep. We are in God, and God is in us. This is the mystery we cele-
brate in this season of Christmas – that in Jesus, God became part of the very world that God created, and part of us: ‘He was 

in the world that had its being through him.’ We are indeed a privileged people! 

‘Christ asks for a home in your soul, where he can be at rest with you, where he can talk easily to you, where you and he, 
alone together, can laugh and be silent and be delighted with one another.’ Caryll Houselander . 

Tríona DohertyEmail trionad@gmail.com 

 

Parish Office Open Hours:                      

Tuesday to Friday  9.30am – 2.00pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

     Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com              

Fr Dermot A.  Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

  Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                         

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

  

 
 

Mass Times & Intentions:  
  

 Sunday 3rd January:10.00am  

John & Elizabeth Lombard/ Seamus Coughlan/  

Hugh Thomas O’Donnell (4th Anniversary)/  

Nicholas Hyland/ Brian Martin (2nd A) 

    Monday: 4th January No Mass  

Tuesday 5th January No Mass     

Wednesday: 6th January  (Feast of the Epiphany) 

Ita O’Keeffe (RD) / Tom Devlin (RD) & 

Special Intention (Get Well) 

Thursday: 7th January No Mass 

 Friday : 8th January  10.00am Mass 

Special Intentions (3) / Ita O’Keeffe (RD) 

John Duncan (A) 

Saturday 9th January Vigil Mass7.00pm 

John Kilcoyne (RD)/ Michael McAvinue (RD) / Neil 

O’Leary/(RD) /Mary Brewer (RD) 

Sunday 10th January  

Anne, Dick, Pamela & Noel Saunders & Keith Kelly (A) 

Paddy Martin (2nd Annv)/John Foley (RD)/  

The Neary & Slane Families (A) 

Special Intention (Get Well) 

The visit of the Maji  
Church of Notre Dame de La Tour du-Pin 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month    

View the Live Broadcast of our  

services  
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/ 

for a live streaming of our liturgies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and  

reflection - is held here in the church every Friday morning 
after the 10.00amMass                                                                                        
 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 
6:00p.m 
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays: 
 10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                       
after Mass on Saturdays/Confessions by request 

 

Balally Parish 400 Club 

   Did you ever think of joining?  

Subscription: €10 per month 
 

Congratulations to our December winners  

Mary O’Shea, Clonard 

Anne Holohan, Clonard 

Caroline O’Brien, HCK 

Emer Ferry, Balally 
 

We would like to ask members of the 400 Club to  

 continue leaving their subscriptions into the Parish 

 Office. payment into the Parish Office is a great help 

and very much appreciated. 

Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 

Christ, the Wisdom of God  

“The Word was made flesh, he lived among us, and we saw 
his glory.”  It is the beginning of a new calendar year and I 
am thinking of all the wonderful married couples that I have 
met over many years of my priesthood.  Thank you for be-
ing the hope of the Church and the world simply through 
your love for one another.  It is said that the ‘the glory of 
God is humanity fully alive’.  That is found in a very special 
way in your committed love in marriage and this new year is 
a really good time to renew your love and set out to make 
this year 2021 a time of joy and gladness for one another 
and for all of us.  At this time of New Year’s resolutions it 
would be to the glory of God and the good of all if we were 
to make the health and well-being of marriage and family 
life our main concern this year, as couples, as families, and 
as a parish community.  What could you put in place that 
would help this?     Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R.  

Sympathy 

We extend our heartfelt sympathy  

to the Family and friends of   

 Ita O’Keeffe, Clonard  

 

         THE GOSPEL               Matthew 2:1-12 
And behold, the star that they had seen at its 

rising preceded them until it came 
and stopped over the place where the 
child was. 

     Look! 
  Look up! O Jerusalem, 
  here comes the world 
  running to walk in your light.                                 

We are the sparkling and the dim, 
the black, brown and white, 

the kings and beggars, 
the undocumented 

 and the border agents.                                                                        
Lord, shine your light on us all. 

May your star chase away every darkness 
and fill us with your radiant light. 

Make us your epiphanies 
overflowing with love 

and wonderful 
care for each other. 

We received this lovely email from Helen Sawkins, Eng-

land and we felt our parishioners and especially the  

Advent Team would like to read it.  Thank you Judith.  

 

Dear all, 

Heartfelt thanks for the wonderful daily services, each one 

of your Advent Team has put together and delivered on 

livestream. 

The time, effort and planning, has been much appreciated 

by me, and I’m quite sure, many, many more around the 

world. 

It was a beautiful and refreshing new way to approach 

Advent and most pertinent, I felt, for our world. 

Today’s service, was absolutely amazing and made me cry 

at just how much pain, sorrow, and yes anger, 

many people will be feeling, separated from family, friends 

and loved ones, due to COVID 19.   

Thank you, each and everyone for your words, prayers, 

songs, hymns, and carols.  I have enjoyed them all and 

they made me think! 

I wish each of you and your parish a very happy, holy and 

joyous Christmas and a healthy and prosperous New Year. 

Love from 

Helen Judith Sawkins  

Ulverston England  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/010321.cfm


 

 

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I NN 

Advertising 
If you would like to   

advertise in the Parish Newsletter please contact  the 
Parish Office on  

01– 2954296 

ly 

Be Kind to All Life Forms 

1. Use garlic powder, bay leaves and lemon rind to stop 

cockroaches without harm. 

2. APHIDS: Hang ripe banana skins off branches to 

deter them kindly. 

3. Spiders, wasps– Hornets: Mix 50 drops of 

peppermint oil in 100ml of warm water and 

spray in areas where they come (but not on 

them) and they won’t come back. It won’t 

kill them either, so it’s kind , but must keep away from pets 

as can irritate them. 

4. Bugs Away: 50/50 mix of powdered black pepper & flour 

on and around plants stops pests eating plats without 

harming them. 

5. Earwigs/ Centepedes: Sprinkle cayenne pepper powder 

of baby powder where they come (not directly on them) 

they will go without having to harm. 

 

. 

Christmas Crib Prayer  

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, in you we contemplate 

the splendour of true love; 

to you we turn with trust 

Holy Family of Nazareth, 

grant that our families too 

may be places of communion and prayer, 

authentic schools of the Gospel 

and small domestic churches. 

Holy Family of Nazareth, 

may families never again experience 

violence, rejection and division; 

may all who have been hurt or scandalized 

find ready comfort and healing. 

Holy Family of Nazareth, 

make us once more mindful 

of the sacredness and inviolability of the family, 

and its beauty in God’s plan. 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 

graciously hear our prayer. 

         Amen. 

Church of the Ascension Balally 

As we are now in Level 5 with COVD-19 the Church is now closed for Mass until further 
notice and no indoor gatherings can take place .  

 
Services will now take place online www.balallyparish.ie  

Mass Times: Weekdays: Friday 10.00am Saturday 7.00pm Vigil Mass, Sundays: 10am. 

The  Church will remain open for Private Prayer only. 

 Get well 

Best wishes and thoughts of healing and  

  recovery to all our Parishioners who are  

sick or housebound. May God’s unfailing  love and care sur-

round you. We keep you in our thoughts and prayers. 

  Readings for next Sunday  10th January 2021 
 

Reading I: Isaiah 42:1-4, 6-7 or Isaiah 55:1-11 
Responsorial Psalm: 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10 

or Isaiah 12:2-3, 4bcd, 5-6 
Reading II: Acts 10:34-38 or 1 John 5:1-9 

Gospel: Mark 1:7-11 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011021.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011021.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011021.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011021.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/011021.cfm


 

afia 

  
May God

 

A CHRISTMAS  / NEW YEAR MEDITATION   

By Fr Dermot A. Lane. 

“The people  that walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness, on them light has shined”( Is.9: 2 ) 

We have all walked in darkness during the last 9 months because of the coronavirus. We have also experienced the 

darkness that comes from fear, from uncertainty, and from anxiety of catching this deadly virus. 

Many have lost  loved ones, unable to say goodbye, prevented from having a full funeral service. It has been difficult 

for everyone, and especially difficult for frontline healthcare workers: doctors and nurses. It has been difficult for 

people providing essential services such as the ambulance teams, postmen and women, the Guards, difficult for 

businesses, the hospitality sector, supermarkets, educators and difficult for those who have lost their job. And yet in 

spite of all this darkness, people have risen to the challenge of Covid in extra ordinary ways: watching out for  

neighbours,  

making sacrifices to ensure others do not become infected by the virus, conscientiously following government 

guidelines to keep the numbers of infection down. 

We have all been shaken to the core by the coronavirus. We have discovered in a new way our own personal vulner-

ability. We have become aware of the finite character of life itself and the fragile nature of the lives of others.  

We have all in different ways collided with our own limitations. Some have lost faith and others have found faith. 

For those who have not been able to go to church to share in the Eucharist, some have found God in their gardens 

and local parks. There has been a new awakening to the omnipresence of the God of nature in our world. We see 

this God of nature in the rhythm of life, death and rebirth, especially in the movement from winter to spring. 

At Christmas we celebrate two key realities: Christ as the light of the world and Christ as the Word of God made 

flesh. 

Concerning Christ as the light of the world, we are told that the light of Christ came into a dark world: “a light shines 

in the darkness and the darkness could not overcome it” (Jn.1:5).  The light of Christ continues to flicker in our world 

surrounded by darkness and yet the darkness cannot quench that light. We find Christ in the light and in the dark-

ness at one and the same time. It is that fascinating interplay of light and darkness that was celebrated last Monday 

in the Winter Solstice that takes place in Newgrange every year for the last 5000 years. It is not just a coincidence 

that Christmas is celebrated in the same week that the Winter Solstice is observed in Newgrange. 

The second key insight that we celebrate at Christmas is that Christ is the Word of God made flesh: “the Word was 

made flesh and dwelt among us” (Jn.1:14) This means that when God decided to come among us, God came not in 

power, not in glory, not as pure spirit but rather immersed in the flesh of humanity, and in particular in the flesh of 

Mary of Nazareth, and thereby consecrating the flesh of all humanity, of all women and men. For us as Christians 

there is something sacred about the flesh of every human being. A Christian spirituality is always an embodied spirit-

uality. In this time of Covid we need to remember that the body is the dwelling place of God, no matter how bruised 

or broken or damaged we may be, the body remains a sacred reality. 

As we face into a new year, we face the future with hope in our hearts, hope of course in the light of the new  

vaccines, but also hope because the light of Christ continues to shine in our world and hope because the Word was 

made flesh and continues to dwell among us. 

On behalf of Fr. Peter, Fr. Padraig, Fr. Emmet and myself, and also on behalf of the Parish  

Pastoral Council, I wish everyone a Happy Christmas and hopefully a better and brighter and  

safer New Year. 


