
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
       Balally Parish                  

6th December 2020          2nd Sunday of Advent 

 

The Deep End: The beginning of the good news 
 

The second Sunday of Advent turns our attention to John the Baptist. John was an interesting individual. We are told he 
dressed a bit strangely and spent a lot of time in the desert, ‘the voice of one crying out in the wilderness’. Yet it seems he  
was very popular with ‘all the people of Jerusalem’ went out to hear him. John must have been a dynamic speaker and one  
in whom people found hope and inspiration. In John the Baptist’s time, the people lived under the oppression of the Roman  

Empire and were waiting for someone who would liberate them. John points to one that is greater than he, he points the  
people to Jesus. When Pope Francis released the encyclical Fratelli Tutti in October this year he noted that dark clouds  
hang over our world and he urged everyone to embrace a spirit of friendship, kindness, compassion and solidarity as we  

move forward, to help ensure the dignity of every person and a more sustainable world for all. We have certainly experienced 
a type of wilderness this year as we continue to battle the effects of COVID19 and find a way forward. Our communities  

need messengers, like John, who bring good news, hope and a vision for the future, who point us towards a new way forward. 
     As we prepare to welcome Christ into our lives once more, let’s make the most of this advent time, the most of this  

waiting time. May we use this space to reflect on what type of world can be born out of this wilderness we find ourselves  
in. May we reach out to those who are crying out for hope during these difficult months, like John the Baptist, offering a  

positive vision for the future.  Jane Mellett: mellettj@gmail.com 

Parish Office Open Hours:                      

Tuesday to Friday  9.30am – 2.00pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

     Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com              

Fr Dermot A.  Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

  Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                         

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

  

 
 

 

          Mass Times & Intentions:  
 
 

 

Sunday 6th December 10.00am  

Lochlainn O’ Catháin (20th Annv)/Margaret Wilkes/

( 3rd Annv) Gerry Purcell/ Reiltin O’ Byrne/  

Bernard Murphy/ Ann Doyle/ Special Intention 

 (Successful Operation) 
 

Monday: 7th November No Mass  
  

    Tuesday: 8th December  10.00am 

(Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary) 

 

Seamus Coughlan/ Special Intention X2 
  

Wednesday: 9th  No Mass 
Thursday: 10th No Mass 

 

 
 

Friday 11th December 10.00am: 

Jane Keating/ Geraldine Manny, Pauline Lynch &  
Deceased members of the Monaghan Family/ James, 

Margaret & Kevin Sheridan 
 

 

 

Saturday 12th December: 7.00pm 

Joe Kinsella (Months mind)/ Deceased members of  

St Olaf’s Ladies Club/ Sr Brigid Beggan/  

Jane Keating/Sheila Moran (Formally of Manchester)/  

Ned O’ Connell 

Sunday 13th December 10.00am  

Patrick McDonnell (6th Annv)/ John & Gavin Mee/ 

John Roberts (24th Annv)/  

Deceased members of the Burke Family 

 

A voice cries in the wilderness; prepare a way for the 

Lord, make his paths straight.  

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month    

View the Live Broadcast of our  

services  
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-

goes-live/ for a live streaming of our litur-
gies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

   Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and  

reflection - is held here in the church every 
Friday morning after the 10.00amMass                                                                                        
 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 
6:00p.m 
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays:  10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.                                                   

 

     Balally Parish  
   400 Club 

    
 

        Congratulations to all our  
November winners.     

 

1st Prize: €1,000: Peter Fitzpatrick 

         2nd Prize €300: Noel Clarke 

         3rd Prize €200: Mary McCarthy 

        4th Prize €100: Sean Fitzsimons 

 Turkey & Ham winners 

Celine Merrimack, Sabrina Moffatt 

Margaret McKiernan, Anna Sherry 

Helen Pierce, Natasha Ryan 

Shay & Tricia Moles, Bernie Cashman 

Margaret Greene, Katherine Murphy 

Robert Daughton, Nuala Morris 

   Charlotte O’ Rourke 

15 Consolation Prizes  

Did you ever think of  
   joining? Subscription: €10 per month                                                                            
         

  Christmas Gift Certificates  
         available in the Parish Office 

 

Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 
 
 

 We would like to ask members of the 400 Club to leave  
their subscriptions into the Parish  

Office. Under new Covid19 restrictions it is proving  
difficult to collect  at doors and leaving   

payment into the Parish Office is a great help and very 
much appreciated. 

          
   

 ADVENT MORNING  

PRAYER 

Advent morning prayer is taking  

place in Balally church each weekday morning during  

Advent as a preparation for the celebration  

of Christmas 2020. 

online only  at 9am  Lasts about 15 –20 minutes 
 

You are cordially invited to join us online through the  

Parish website to participate in this prayer in the comfort of 

your own home, knowing that you will be joining with many 

others who are waiting in hope and in  

expectation for a fresh glimpse of Jesus Christ, 

 the Light that shines in the darkness. 

It is suggested that you have a candle and matches handy so 

that you too may share in the lighting of an Advent light 

during the service.  

      Sympathy                                                                        
 

We extend our heartfelt sympathy  

   to  the Family and friends of   

     Seamus Coughlan :   Balally Close 

    Who died earlier this week  

          May he rest in the peace of Christ 

The Good News 

It is written in the book of the prophet Isaiah:  

“A voice cries in the wilderness: Prepare a way for the Lord, 

make his paths straight.”  When we hear those words, we 

automatically think of John the Baptist and they are  

certainly about him.  But they are about us also.  The task of 

each one of us is to prepare a way for the Lord so that he can 

enter into our world today; to make his paths straight so that 

he can enter into the heart of every human person, where he 

wants to live.  Some of us, like John the Baptist, do this 

through preaching.  The most important way though is 

through love. Our love needs to be active and growing 

whether it is in marriage or in family life.  This takes  

commitment and effort every day so that those we love can 

know how special they are.  And this love needs to be 

brought to our faith community so that everyone can find a 

home among us. Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 



 

afia 

 Get well 

Best wishes and thoughts of healing and  
  recovery to all our Parishioners who are  sick or 
housebound. May God’s unfailing  love and care 
surround you. We keep you in our thoughts and 

prayers. 

 

  Readings for next Sunday   
 

3rd  Sunday of  Advent 
 

         Reading I: Isaiah 61:1-2a, 10-11 
   Responsorial Psalm: Luke 1:46-48, 49-50, 53-54 
           Reading II: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
             Gospel: John 1:6-8, 19-28 

       Crosscare  

Annual Parish Appeal 

Times are difficult for everyone at the moment particularly 
the most vulnerable people in our community. As the need 
for people to access our services increase, we are finding it 

more difficult to keep our stock at a level that can cope with 
the demand.  

We need donations of toiletries – Soaps, Shampoo, 
Toothpaste, hand soap, baby hygiene products  

non perishable food . 
Donations of new toiletry products and in their original 

packaging please: 

Please leave your donations into Balally Parish Office  
Mon– Fri  9.30am – 2.00pm   

 

All Donations in by the 11th December 2020  

If you wish to support the work of Crosscare at this difficult 
time for those most in need in our Diocese, please remember 
you can donate online at  

www.dublindiocese.ie 

       

    Advent Reflection Series 
 

“The Lord himself will give you a sign.  

It is this: 

The Maiden is with child  

and will soon give birth to a son” Is7:14 
 

Journeying through Advent in song 

Hymns, Psalms, Chant, and  

Dánta Dé (hymns of Ireland) 
 

PREPARE-  REJOICE 

Kerrie O’ connor– Vocalist 

Sarah Lane– Violinist 

Mary Louise O’ Donnell– Harpist 

Naomi Dunleavy– O’ Shea Violinist 
 

Church of the Ascension of the Lord Balally 

Sunday 20th December—Rejoice 

4.00pm 

Join us online at  

www.churchservices.tv/balally 

In person by booking a place in advance on 

www.balallyparish.ie 

 .  

 

         THE GOSPEL            
Mark 1:1-8 
 

People of the whole Judean countryside  
and all the inhabitants of Jerusalem  

         were being baptized by him. 
 

Now, we, 
everywhere, 

ache 
in holy hunger 

waiting for 
you.  

 Come to us all, Lord Jesus. 
 Turn our crooked roads 

 into smooth paths. 
Send gentle rain 
 and teeming   

harvests of  
 justice    

and   
 healing.  

Make all well, and make 
each and every one a 

 channel of your  
peace. 

St Vincent de Paul 
The Annual Christmas collection 

will take place on the 13th  

December and will replace the usual Share  

collection   

 

Prayer to Our Lady of 
the Immaculate  

Conception 
 

O most Holy Virgin,  
immaculate in body  

and spirit, look kindly on 
me as I implore your 
powerful Intercession.  

 

O most Holy Mother,  
receive my prayers as I present them to 
God. (state your intentions here)  
 

O Mary, Mother of Jesus and our Mother,  
you intercede for us with your Son.  
O Mary conceived without sin,  
pray for us who have recourse to thee.  

Amen. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121320.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121320.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121320.cfm
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https://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiS8-6k1ejeAhUusaQKHQlQDlkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.neighbourly.com%2Fproject%2F56420f978f61090eb89a6ee0&psig=AOvVaw1-_C9dwm3g_YtZ4zbgUSjA&ust=154299898494
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/120620.cfm


 

 

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I NN 

Advertising 
If you would like to   

advertise in the Parish Newsletter please contact  the 
Parish Office on  

01– 2954296 

ly 

        

              Welcome back to all our Parishioners       
          While attending Mass please note.. 

 

We would kindly ask you, where possible, to wear a face covering when you enter the church and sanitise your 
hands on entry. A steward will show you to your assigned seating. Please follow the one-way system that is clearly marked 
out for your safety.  This applies to entry and exit. We ask that you (and your children) remain in your seat until the end of 

mass. We suggest that you wrap up well as all the church doors (front and Side) will be left open for the duration of the 
Mass, in compliance with the Covid regulations, so it may be a little chilly! 
Please note that the toilets are closed due to health and safety guidelines 

 
Mass Times: Weekdays: Friday 10.00am Saturday 7.00pm Vigil Mass, Sundays: 10am. 

Please note:  Our Christmas Mass times have not yet been finalised therefore, no pre bookings can be made until the 
schedule is confirmed. 

 

There will be Mass Tuesday 10.00am ( Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception ) 
you can book online if you wish to attend Mass  and it will also be streamed online www.balallyparish.ie 

 

Departing after Mass please note: 
A one way phased exit will take place to allow social distancing; this is via the side doors,  

not the main door.  
Hand sanitizer stations will be available at the exists also We ask that you depart as quickly as  

Possible to allow the Church to be prepared for the distribution of Holy Communion for those who viewed online. 
 

Receiving Holy Communion for those who have viewed online 
 

Holy Communion will be distributed in the Church Porch after the  
 

10.00am Mass on Sunday between 10.45 and 11.15 . 
 

Please wear your face masks and follow the one-way system (enter from Supervalu side please) 

 

As we all know, during Level 5 

lockdown, many people were and 

are experiencing additional feelings 

of isolation, anxiety and distress as 

well as enduring depression,  

bi-polar disorder and other  

challenges with their mental 

health. These feelings are often  

further exacerbated during this  

holiday season, as people can sometimes contrast their own 

sadness with other peoples joy.  

If you, wish to connect with people in relation to your men-

tal wellbeing, please consider using the Phone In and Zoom 

Support & Self Care Groups, the Support Line or Support 

Mail, now and throughout the holiday season.  

 These services provide support, coping skills and infor-

mation  – and most importantly help people who are in dis-

tress to know and feel that they are not alone in their experi-

ence.  For more  

information about the groups https://www.aware.ie/

support/support-groups/ and all of our services on 

www.aware.ie. 

Life and time are the 

world’s two teachers. 

Life teaches us to make 

good use of time, 

While time teaches us to value life 

https://www.aware.ie/support/support-groups/
https://www.aware.ie/support/support-groups/
http://www.aware.ie

