
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
       Balally Parish                  

24th January 2021     Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
The Sunday of the Word of God   
 

and Catholic Schools Week 

 
The Deep End: Now is the time 

More than 50 years ago, in his famous ‘I have a dream’ speech,  
Martin Luther King Jr talked about ‘the fierce urgency of now’. He urged people to take positive action and to march forward 

together to address inequality and injustice, and his energy and conviction brought about massive change. That sense  
of ‘fierce urgency’ seems to grab Jesus and the disciples in today’s Gospel. In the opening chapters of Mark’s Gospel  

everything happens ‘at once’ or immediately. There is a sense of hurry; the time has come, the kingdom of God is near, and 
Jesus needs helpers to work alongside him. Simon, Andrew, James and John are certainly ready, so ready that they are  

prepared to leave behind their livelihoods, and even their families, to attend to the urgent business of spreading the Good 
News. Jesus asks the same of us, his modern-day disciples: ‘Follow me’. We are summoned too. We are challenged to set 

aside our worldly concerns, to see the world in a new way, and to begin a new adventure with Jesus. For every person in our 
world who is suffering or oppressed or in need, there is a ‘fierce urgency of now’.  

The work of the kingdom is too immediate to wait. 
 ‘This is no time to engage in the luxury of cooling off or to take the tranquilising drug of gradualism. Now is the time to 
make justice a reality for all of God’s children… The whirlwinds of revolt will continue to shake the foundations of our 

nation until the bright day of justice emerges.’  (Martin Luther King Jr )   
Tríona Doherty: Email trionad@gmail.com 

Parish Office Open Hours:                      

Tuesday to Friday  9.30am – 2.00pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

     Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com              

Fr Dermot A.  Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

  Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                         

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

  

 
 

Mass Times & Intentions:  
  

Sunday 24th January  

Betty O’ Neill (3rd Annv)/ Amy Lalor (4th Annv)/  

Terry Byrne (5th Annv) 

Eoin Fitzgerald (23rd Annv)/ Madeline O’Keeffe/  

Anne Keogh/ Jimmy Gallagher/ Nan Foley,  

Eileen O’Malley & Mary O’Dwyer 

   
Monday: 25th January No Mass  
Tuesday 26th January No Mass     

Wednesday: 27th January  No Mass 
Thursday 28th January No Mass 

 

 

 

Friday 29th January 10.00am  

Jim Waters/ Phil Ní Bhródaigh, Gregory Barry 

 & Tom Savage/ Susan Farrell/ Special Intention/ 

John & Frances Reidy/ Walter & Kathleen Reidy 

 

Saturday 30th January vigil Mass 

Kitty Ring/ Margaret Kavanagh/  

Patrick O’ Connell (New York) /Trudy Tyrell/ 

James & Francie Walsh & son Patrick 

 

Sunday 31st January  

Patrick Hartin (6th Annv)/Eoin Fitzgerald (23rd Annv)/ 

Frank Gaynor (59th Annv)/ Sheila Smyth/  

Maeve McLoughlin/ Kay O’ Loughlin - Kennedy 

 

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
his brother Andrew casting a net into the  

Sea– for they were Fishermen. 
 

Jesus said to them, “Come follow me , and I will make you 
fishers of men”. Gospel: Mark 1:14-20 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month    

View the Live Broadcast of our  

services  
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/ 

for a live streaming of our liturgies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and  

reflection - is held here in the church every Friday morning 
after the 10.00amMass                                                                                        
 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 
6:00p.m 
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays: 
 10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                       
after Mass on Saturdays/Confessions by request 

 

            Balally Parish 400 Club 

           January draw  

          will take place on the 30th 
 

     Did you ever think of joining 

       Subscription: €10 per month 
 

We would like to ask members of the 400 Club to  
 continue leaving their subscriptions into the Parish 

 Office. Payment into the Parish Office is a great help 
and very much appreciated. 

 

Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 

   

The ways of the Lord   
 

“Follow me and I will make you into fishers of people.”  
Those words of Jesus, which are given to us for this week, 
are usually thought of as being addressed to people with a 
vocation to the priesthood or religious life. They are about 
those vocations certainly but are addressed to each of us.  

The four great vocations in the Church are single life,  
married life, religious life and priesthood. All of us who are  
baptised are living one of those and each of us is vital to the 
health of the whole body, the Church. We live our vocations 

in different ways but to the same end, the salvation of the 
world. Our task is to discover how to live our own vocation 
to the full. This means discovering how to make our love 

radiate out to those around us. We begin in our homes with 
those who are closest to us. Then we can reach out to the 
world around us. When we are with Christ and following 

him love will be the characteristic of our lives.     
 Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R.  

 

         THE GOSPEL              

Mark 1:14-20 
 

“Come after me, and I will make  

you fishers of men.”  
Then they abandoned their nets and followed him. 

 
Jesus called 

Simon and Andrew,  
fishermen. 

It 
 was 

 radical. 
They dropped their nets. 

James and John left their boats, 
and also their father,  

who was sitting  
in a boat 

too. 
Jesus, 

we know 
that you are 
calling us 

also, 
(as unlikely a choice as were the fishermen), 

to take your word and grace 
to everyone. 

 We want to leave our boats 
and drop our nets. 

 Choose us,  
please. 

        Get well 

knowing that someone really cares helps healing 

along its way, so we hope all our Parishioners who 

are sick or housebound feel better and keep 

 improving, day by day.  

We keep you in our thoughts and prayers. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/012421.cfm#main-content


 

 

 

ly 

                   Sympathy 

We extend our heartfelt sympathy  

to the Family and friends of   

   Maura Minehane:  Leopardstown  
      Who died earlier this week  

          May she rest in the peace of Christ 

    

 

The Sunday of the Word of God 

Pope Francis dedicated the third Sunday 

of the Year as the Sunday of the Word of 

God. The Pope intended it to be a day 

dedicated to the celebration, reflection 

and dissemination of the Word. 

 “ Christ Jesus is knocking at our door in 

the words of sacred Scripture. If we hear his voice and open the 

doors of our minds and hearts, then he will enter our lives and 

remain ever with us” (Pope Francis) 

The date chosen is suitable because on the third Sunday we 

begin reading the Gospel for this year from the start.  

Mark 1:14-20 shows us Jesus proclaiming the Kingdom and tells 

the story of the call of the first disciples. The opening two verses 

are important: Now after John was imprisoned, Jesus went 

into Galilee and proclaimed the gospel of God. He said, “The 

time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God is near.  

Convert and believe the gospel!” 

 (Mark 1:14–15) 

Why do we read the Bible in any case?  

To hear again the proclamation of God’s 

reign and to take up once more the  

conversion of heart and life. 

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS WEEK 
Catholic Schools Week 2021 will be  
celebrated from Sunday 24 January 

 to Sunday 31 January 2021  
Theme:  ‘Catholic Schools: 

‘Communities of Faith  
and Resilience’.  

 

As we live through an unprecedented time of challenge and  
uncertainty, our faith and our resilience can be tested. We can 
ask questions like ‘Will things ever be the same again?’, ‘When 
can we get back to normality?’, ‘Where is God in all of this?’  
In response to this, we reflect upon how Catholic schools are 
communities of faith and resilience. 
 

 In Catholic schools, we are called to support each other and to 
have faith in the promise of the Good News. Catholic schools 
are inspired by the belief that God has created each one of us 
with a capacity to give love and receive love. This love is bound 
in faith and is more resilient than any virus.  
 

While each Catholic school is such a community, every  
Catholic school fosters the holistic development of its students, 
promotes their wellbeing and offers them cultivation of a  
deeper, loving relationship with God. Jesus teaches us to love 
one another as he has loved us.  
 

This week, we celebrate the gifts and talents we have in  
following Jesus’ teaching. This year we celebrate how we are 
called to be communities of faith and resilience, through our 
thoughts, words and actions. In doing so, we live out the 
 meaning of the beautiful hymn Ubi caritas et amor,  
Deus ibi est. Where charity and love are, God is there.  

 
 

  Readings for next Sunday  31st  January 2021 
 

Reading I: Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
Responsorial Psalm 95:1-2, 6-7, 7-9 
Reading II: 1 Corinthians 7:32-35 

Gospel: Mark 1:21-28 

January 25th Feast of the  
Conversion of St. Paul, Apostle 

 

O God, who taught the whole world 

through the preaching of the blessed 

Apostle Paul, draw us, we pray, nearer 

to you through the example of him 

whose conversion we celebrate today, 

and so make us witnesses to your truth 

in the world. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your 

Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 

                             Amen 

    Prayer 
    Strengthen me, Lord. 

    Come with me, Lord. 
        Protect me Lord. 

                 Cover me with your  
    precious blood, Lord. 
    Jesus, the Lord is my rock, my shield, my 
strength, I love you, I need you, protect me from          
          the virus that threatens human life,  
    protect my loved ones, protect people who are  
             already sick, protect all humanity 
          Amen 

 

THE WEEK OF PRAYER 
FOR CHRISTIAN  

UNITY 
 

 

The Week of Prayer for  

Christian Unity in 2021 

  was  prepared by the  

Monastic Community of 
Grandchamp in Switzerland. The theme that was chosen, 
“Abide in my love and you shall bear much fruit”,  

is based on John 15:1-17 and expresses Grandchamp  
community’s vocation to prayer, reconciliation and unity 
in the Church and the human family. Today the  

Community has fifty sisters, all women from different 
generations, Church traditions, countries and continents. 
In their diversity the sisters are a living parable of  
communion. They remain faithful to a life of prayer, life 
in community and the welcoming of guests. The sisters 
share the grace of their monastic life with visitors and 
volunteers who go to Grandchamp for a time of retreat, 
silence, healing or in search of meaning. For 2021, the 
sisters are inviting churches across the world to enter into 
their tradition of prayer and silence that is rooted in the 
ancient traditions of the Catholic Church. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/013121.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/013121.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/013121.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/013121.cfm#main-content


 

afia 

 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I NN 

     Advertising 

If you would like to  advertise in the Parish  

Newsletter please contact  the Parish Office on  

01– 2954296 

 

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

Church of the Ascension of the Lord, Balally 
 

As we are now in Level 5 with COVD-19 the Church is now 
closed for Mass until further notice and no indoor  

gatherings can take place .  
 

Services will now take place online www.balallyparish.ie  
 

Mass Times: Weekdays: Friday 10.00am  
Saturday 7.00pm Vigil Mass, Sundays: 10am. 

 

There will be NO Communion distributed after any Mass 
until further notice 

The  Church will remain open for Private Prayer only from 
11.00am—1.00pm.  

Please use the sanitiser at the door. 

Praying with the Psalms 

 ‘ For God alone my soul waits in silence; 

 From God comes my salvation (Psalm 62:1) 

Invitation to explore various Psalms within their context. 

Wednesday evenings  

                                     7.30—8.45pm 

24th February, 3rd, and 10th March via Zoom 

There is no charge. To register please contact Thérése at 

theresefizgerald7@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
 

The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed,  
       A stronghold in times of trouble. (Psalm  9:9) 

 
 

St Brigid’s Feast Day 

We have been endured a long, dark 

and cold winter but longer, brighter 

evenings are finally on the way as  

February 1st  marks the first day of 

spring, and is also known as Lá Fhéile 

Bhríde, Saint Brigid's Feast Day. 
 

Here are a few facts you may not know about St. 

Brigid’s Day and the saint herself: 
 

1. St. Brigid’s Day, on February 1st, officially marks 

the start of the pagan festival of spring. 
 

2. Brigid is one of Ireland’s patron saints and was   

known also as a fertility goddess in Celtic mythology . 
 

3. She is often referred to as ‘Brigit of Kildare’, and was 

said to be the founder of several monasteries of nuns, 

including that of Kildare. She is also associated with 

perpetual, sacred flames, and there is also a shrine  

dedicated to her in Kildare. 
 

4. According to tradition, Saint Brigid was born at  

Faughart), near Dundalk in Co Louth. 
 

 5. One of the most common traditions of the day is to 

make a Saint Brigid's Cross These crosses are relatively 

simple to make, and traditionally, Brigid’s crosses are 

made on Brigid’s Eve, January 31st. They are usually 

made from soft rush, but you can also use straws if you 

don’t have them. They are made in a cross shape with a 

square shape in the middle and then four arms coming 

along each side.  Some believe that the crosses have the 

power to protect the owner’s home from harm. 


