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The Deep End: Genuine authority 

 

But man, proud man, Dress’d in a little brief authority, Most ignorant of what he’s most assur’d…’      
Measure for Measure –William Shakespeare 

 

We probably wouldn’t have to think too hard to come with examples of people who seem to fit the above description.  
Puffed up with a sense of their own importance, they are anxious to be seen as the expert on everything, in spite of limited 
knowledge or experience. We tend to criticise politicians and other public figures if we feel they are blind to the struggles  
of ordinary people. They don’t know what it’s like, for  example, to live on a minimum wage, to care for a family member  
with a disability, or to be at risk of homelessness. On the other hand, it is refreshing when those in power have either faced 
some of these issues themselves or have made the effort to do some research and really listen to people. We can tell when 

someone is speaking with genuine authority, care and compassion. In today’s gospel, those who listen to Jesus’ teaching in the  
synagogue know there is something different and exciting about him. His teaching is in sharp contrast to the scribes they are 

used to hearing, and makes a deep impression on them. The difference, as stated twice in this passage, is his authority and  
it leaves his audience ‘astonished’. He does not use his position the way we might use our ‘little brief authority’ to make  

ourselves look good. Instead he uses his authority to serve, to love, and to bring mercy and freedom. 
Tríona Doherty: Email trionad@gmail.com 

Parish Office Open Hours:                      

Tuesday to Friday  9.30am – 2.00pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

     Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com              

Fr Dermot A.  Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

  Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                         

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

  

 
 

Mass Times & Intentions:  

Sunday 31st January  

Patrick Hartin (6th Annv)/Eoin Fitzgerald (23rd Annv)/ 

Frank Gaynor (59th Annv)/ Sheila Smyth/  

Maeve McLoughlin/ Kay O’ Loughlin - Kennedy 
 

 Monday: 1st February No Mass  

 (Feast of St Brigid) 

Tuesday 2nd February No Mass    
( Feast of the Presentation of the Lord) 

                           (Candle Mass Day ) 
Wednesday: 3rd February No Mass 

Thursday 4th February No Mass 
 

 

 

Friday 5th February10.00am  

Altar List of the Dead 
 

Saturday 6th February vigil Mass 

James Owens (1st Annv)/  

John Joseph Cassidy (10th Annv)/ 

Oliver & Martina Mannion/ Michael & Josephine Clancy/ 

Seamus Coughlan/ Special Intention 
 

Sunday 7th February 10.00am 

Brendan Clarke (4th Annv)/ Brendan Byrne (6th Annv)/ 

Anne McDonnell (46th Annv) & Fr PJ Byrne (5th Annv)  

(Families watching from Kilcock, Carlow)/ 

Lulu & Paddy Hughes/ Joe & Gertie Keating/ 

Sarah & Michael Farragher 

 
 

The Unclean spirit convulsed him and with a 
loud cry came out of him. All were amazed 

(Gospel) 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month    

View the Live Broadcast of our  

services  
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/ 

for a live streaming of our liturgies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and  

reflection - is held here in the church every Friday morning 
after the 10.00amMass                                                                                        
 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 
6:00p.m 
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays: 
 10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                       
after Mass on Saturdays/Confessions by request 

 

            Balally Parish 400 Club 

           January draw  

          was held on the 30th 
 

     Did you ever think of joining 
       Subscription: €10 per month 

 

We would like to remind members of the 400 Club to  
 continue leaving their subscriptions into the  

Parish Office. As we are now under level 5 Covid-19  
restrictions it is proving difficult to collect at doors and 

payment into the Parish Office 
is a great help and very much appreciated. 

 

 

Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 

 

THE GOSPEL 
 

Mark 1:21-28 
The people were astonished at his  

teaching, for he taught them as one having  

authority and not as the scribes. 
 

Dear God, 
our 

hope 
is 

that 
you will 

amaze us; 
 win us 

with your words; 
spellbind us 

 with your love. 
    And let us, with you,  

     cast out unclean spirits 
  from this world: 

  human 
     trafficking, 
 the pandemic, 

      the climate crisis,  
   racial bias, 

poverty,  
greed, 
war. 

Make the 
unclean spirits 

obey you, 
in 

our 
small 

 efforts. 

             Get well 

knowing that someone really cares helps 

healing along its way, so we hope all our 

Parishioners who are sick or housebound 

feel better and keep improving, day by day.  

We keep you in our thoughts and prayers. 

Three Rock Panorama magazine  
 

The February edition of your  
community magazine  
Three Rock Panorama - is back on sale now in the  
usual retail outlets, at €2 per full colour copy.   
The magazine will also continue to be available online 
at the Panorama website: www.threerockpanorama.ie 

 
 

  Readings for next Sunday 7th February 2021 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Reading I: Job 7:1-4, 6-7 
Responsorial Psalm 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 

Reading II: 1 Corinthians 9:16-19, 22-23 
Gospel: Mark 1:29-39 

   

    Praying with the Psalms 

‘ For God alone my soul waits in silence;  

From God comes my salvation    

    (Psalm 62:1) 

Invitation to explore various Psalms within their context. 

Wednesday evenings  

                                     7.30—8.45pm 

3rd , 10th 17th  24th February & 3rd & 10th March 

via Zoom 

There is no charge. To register please contact Thérése at 
theresefizgerald7@gmail.com 

The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed,  
       A stronghold in times of trouble.  (Psalm  9:9) 

  

PRAYER FOR CONCECRATED PERSONS 
 

God our Father, we thank you for calling men and women 
to serve in your Son’s Kingdom as sisters, brothers,  

religious priests and hermits, as well as members of Secular 
Institutes. Renew their knowledge and love of you, and 

send your Holy Spirit to help them respond generously and 
courageously to your will. We ask this through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
 

Amen 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/013121.cfm#main-content
http://www.threerockpanorama.ie/
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/020721.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/020721.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/020721.cfm#main-content
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The Feast of the Presentation of 

the Lord  2nd February 2021 
 

Today the Church celebrates the feast of 

the Presentation of the Lord which is  

observed  also as the World Day of  

Consecrated Life and occurs forty days 

after the birth of Jesus and is also known 

as Candlemas day. 

"In obedience to the Old Law, the Lord 

Jesus, the first-born, was presented in the Temple by his 

Blessed Mother and his foster father.  

Before our eyes we can picture Mother Mary as she walks,  

carrying the Baby Jesus in her arms. She brings him to the  

Temple; she presents him to the people; she brings him to meet 

his people. 
 

In 1997, Pope Saint John Paul II instituted a day of prayer for 

women and men in consecrated life. This celebration is 

 attached to the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord on  

February 2nd. This Feast is also known as Candlemas Day; the 

day on which candles are blessed symbolizing Christ who is the 

light of the world. So too, those in consecrated life are called to 

reflect the light of Jesus Christ to all peoples. The celebration of 

World Day for Consecrated Life is transferred to the following 

Sunday in order to highlight the gift of consecrated persons for 

the whole Church. World Day for Consecrated Life is  

celebrated on February 2nd however, it is observed in parishes 

on the Sunday after February 2nd. In 2021, this day will 

be celebrated in parishes February 6-7, 2021. 

 

 

(Lá Fhéile Bhríde)  St Brigid’s Feast Day 1st February 2021 
 

St. Brigid is one of the most remarkable role models in Irish history and yet many people have forgotten her story.  

'Iconic' and 'role model' are phrases often bandied about and as a result, have lost some of their power and meaning but both 

are true of this fascinating woman.  St Brigid is also known as Mary of the Gael or Muire na nGael aka Our Lady of the 

Irish. She is one of the Patron Saints of Ireland, along with St Patrick and St Columcill . 
 

Taking a stand 

When she was young, St Brigid wanted to join a convent however, her father took a firm stand and 

insisted that she marry the wealthy man he had promised her to. The story goes that she asked for 

God’s help to take away her beauty so that the man wouldn’t want to marry her. Her wish was granted, 

her father caved and she joined the convent. Not only did her beauty return but apparently she was 

even more beautiful than ever. She called on God’s help again to convince her father to give her land 

in Kildare to set up a convent. Her father said that he would only give her as much land as her cloak 

could cover. With God’s help,  the cloak grew to cover acres of land. 
 

St Brigid’s Cross: Tradition has it that when a pagan chieftain from the  

neighbourhood of Kildare was dying, Christians in his household sent for Brigid to talk to him about 

Christ. When she arrived, the chieftain was raving. As it was impossible to instruct this delirious man, 

hopes for his conversion seemed doubtful. Brigid sat down at his bedside and began consoling him.  

As was customary, the dirt floor was strewn with rushes both for warmth and cleanliness. Brigid 

stooped down and started to weave them into a cross, fastening the points together. The sick man 

asked what she was doing. She began to explain the cross, and as she talked, his delirium quieted and he questioned her 

with growing interest. Through her weaving, he converted and was baptized at the point of death. Since then, the cross of 

rushes, known as St Brigid’s cross has existed in Ireland. Initially, legend has it, people used to make similar crosses to 

hang over the door of their homes to ward off evil, fire and hunger. Over time, word spread about St Brigid, her kindness, 

faith and the making of the cross became synonymous with her and the tradition now bears her name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  (A POEM IN HONOR OF ST BRIGID) 
 
 

Her habit is a dancing dress, 
her prayer beads, tinkling 
bells. 
 

She settles in 
the sun’s caress, 
and drinks from ancient wells. 
 

Her abbey is 
a grove of oak, 
deep in a forest glen. 
 

From here the winds 
of wisdom spoke, 
from here she’ll speak again. 
 

Her bread’s a hearty 
cake of oat, 
Her wine’s a honey meade. 
 

She gives away 
her shoes and coat, 
the hungry she does feed. 
 

Her altar is 
a peasant’s heart, 
draped in love’s linen, fair. 
 

The Queen of Heaven, 
Prince of Peace, 
and angels meet her there. 
 

Her mantle is 
the meadow green, 
all creatures are her friends. 

 

 

 
 

Those once forgotten, 
now are seen, 
their brokenness she 
mends. 
 

Her sacred well’s 
a lake of ale, 
with roses all around. 
 

Her faith, a currach 
setting sail, 
her soul is Holy 
ground. 
 

Her crozier is 
a wand of light, 
her mitre; made of fire. 
 

The Shepherdess of 
good and right, 
compassion and desire. 
 

Her smile’s a message 
of God’s care, 
and love that knows no 
end. 
 

Dear Anamchara of 
Kildare, Saint, Abbess, 
and Soul-Friend. 



 

afia 

 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I NN 

     Advertising 

If you would like to  advertise in the Parish  

Newsletter please contact  the Parish Office on  

01– 2954296 

 

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

Church of the Ascension of the Lord, Balally 
 

As we are now in Level 5 with COVD-19 the Church is now 
closed for Mass until further notice and no indoor  

gatherings can take place .  
 

Services will now take place online www.balallyparish.ie  
 

Mass Times: Weekdays: Friday 10.00am  
Saturday 7.00pm Vigil Mass, Sundays: 10am. 

 

There will be NO Communion distributed after any Mass 
until further notice 

The  Church will remain open for Private Prayer (only) 
 from 11.00am—1.00pm.  

Please use the sanitiser at the door. 

The Lord our Teacher   
“His teaching made a deep impression on them because, unlike 
the scribes, he taught them with authority.”  As Christians we 
believe that Jesus is the one above all others who can teach us 

about God. and the God that he reveals to us is a God of  
infinite love and compassion.  At times we, as the Church, 

move away from this God and create a God of fear and  
judgement. Our responsibility is to move back very firmly to 
the God of Jesus.  We also believe that Jesus is the one above 
all others who can teach us about the meaning of human life.   
He teaches us very clearly that human life is about love. We 

make it about wealth, or importance, or pleasure and we have 
to constantly move back to pinning our hopes on love:  

in marriage; in family life; in our life with one another in the  
parish community. This is becoming more and more important 

as our society changes with such speed and can leave us  
without our roots. 

Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

 

Treat the earth well: it was not  
given to you by your parents,  

it was loaned to  
you by your children.  

We do not inherit the Earth from 
our Ancestors,  

we borrow it from out children. 
 

  Native American Indian Proverb 

Laughing is the best  

medicine. 

But if you're laughing for no 

reason, you may need  

          medicine. 

If you can make one person laugh long enough to forget 

their problems then the day was not wasted 


