
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
       Balally Parish                  

 
14th February 2021    Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
Day of Prayer for Temperance 

The Deep End: ‘Stretched out his hand…’ 

Jesus, in today’s Gospel, cures a leper by the healing touch of his hand. A leper was completely outcasted from society 
due to the huge stigma surrounding the disease, which was highly contagious but was also seen as a punishment from 

God in Jesus’ time. Jesus is moved with pity for this man and reaches out to him. Jesus sends the man to the priests, as 
a testimony to them. Jesus’ ‘pity’ also conveys anger at the leper’s situation. It is the religious hierarchy of 

Jesus’ time who have alienated this man. What they are incapable of doing (healing him), Jesus has done by  
‘stretching out his hand’ in love. A question for us from this Gospel today might be, who are those our society outcast? 
Who is alienated in our communities? What moves you with pity? Who is it that we need to reach out to at this time?  
Jesus, in Mark’s Gospel, is forever asking people to keep quiet and not tell anyone about what he does. Yet, after such 
a radical encounter with God which frees this man from all that keeps him trapped, of course he wants to shout from 

the roof tops. Why would Jesus want his miracles to be kept a secret? Jesus wants to be able to fulfil his mission  
without attracting the wrong kind of attention. Eventually those who are against him will use encounters like this one 
to compile evidence against him. For now, the less they know the better. We might think today of those who bravely 

speak out, even if it means they are punished in some way. May all of us have the courage, like the man who is healed 
in the Gospel today, to proclaim the truth, even if it costs us. 

 

“There is a need for paths of peace to heal open wounds. There is also a need for peacemakers, men and women  
prepared to work boldly and creatively to initiate processes of healing and renewed encounter. 

’ (Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, 225)  Jane Mellett: mellettj@gmail.com 

Parish Office Open Hours:                      

Tuesday to Friday  9.30am – 2.00pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

     Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com              

Fr Dermot A.  Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

  Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                         

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

  

 
 

Mass Times & Intentions:  
  

 

Sunday 14th February 10.00am 

Andrew McKiernan (3rd Annv)/ David Broderick (4th Annv) 

Ann Macgiolla- Fhearga/ (20th Annv)/ Charles York/ 

Special Intention/ Special Intention (Get well) 
 

Monday: 15th February No Mass  
Tuesday 16th February No Mass    

 

Wednesday: 17th : Ash Wednesday 10.00am Mass online 
 

Thursday 18th  February No Mass 
 

 

Friday 19th February10.00am  

Joan Yorke (3rd Annv) 
Deirdre Moran (Former member of the Legion of Mary)/ 

Anne Myles & Michael Fallon/Seamus Coughlan/ 
Maria Morgan/ Special Intention (Job Success) 

 

Saturday 20th  February vigil Mass 
Terry Byrne/ Connie Fitzsimons/ Richie O, Malley/  

Kathleen Murphy/ Ita O’ Keeffe/  
Special Intention (Get well)/ Special Intention (Bethany Group) 

 
 

Sunday 21st  February 10.00am 

Josie McDonnell (5th Annv)  
(Family watching in on webcam from Kilcock, Carlow) 

 Noel Murphy (7th Annv)/  

Steve Warren (20th Annv)(Oxford, England)/  

John Kavanagh/Gerard Hackett/  

Special Intention  
(for Cath Shacklock watching in on the Webcam from the UK) 

 

Jesus heals the Leper 
 

Artist: Ann Lukesh 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month    

View the Live Broadcast of our  

services  
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/ 

for a live streaming of our liturgies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and  

reflection - is held here in the church every Friday morning 
after the 10.00amMass                                                                                        
 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 
6:00p.m 
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays: 
 10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                       
after Mass on Saturdays/Confessions by request 

 

                 

  Balally Parish 400 Club 
 

            Did you ever think of joining 
      Subscription: €10 per month 

 
 
 

       We would like to remind members of the 400 Club to  
continue leaving their subscriptions into the  

Parish Office. As we are now under level 5 Covid-19  
restrictions it is proving difficult to collect at doors and 

payment into the Parish Office  
is a great help and very much appreciated. 

 

 

Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 

 

THE GOSPEL 
 

Mark 1:40-45 

A leper came to Jesus and kneeling 

down begged him and said,  

“If you wish, you can make me 

clean.” 
 

O  
Healer, 

wounded  
by our sins, 
we kneel  
 before  

 you. 
Reach out to us. 

Lay your hand upon us, 
and please heal us. 

And 
 from your abundant pity, 

send us, broken and ragged, 
to fix our damaged earth, 

eliminate the virus, 
end social bias, 

and feed the  
hungry. 

Caress your world. 
Use us to 

do it. 

             Get well 

knowing that someone really cares helps  

healing along its way, so we hope all our  

Parishioners who are sick or housebound feel 

better and keep improving, day by day.  

     We keep you in our thoughts and prayers. 

 

This is a small voluntary charity putting all their 
efforts into the funding of life saving equipment 

for   “The New Children's Hospital”  
when building is complete Koins for Kids collects out of 

date and damaged currency and one and two cent coins. 

They are open to any donation none is too big or small. To 

date they have raised over €100,000. If you have any coins 

or foreign currency which can be repatriated  

please leave into the Parish Office. 

 
 

  Readings for next Sunday 21st  February 2021 
 

1st Sunday of Lent 

Reading I: Genesis 9:8-15 
Responsorial Psalm 25:4-5, 6-7, 8-9 

Reading II: 1 Peter 3:18-22 
Gospel: Mark 1:12-15 

   

    Praying with the Psalms 

   ‘ For God alone my soul waits in  

silence;  

From God comes my salvation    

    (Psalm 62:1) 

Invitation to explore various Psalms within their context. 
 

Wednesday evenings  

                                     7.30—8.45pm 

17th  24th February & 3rd & 10th March 

via Zoom 

There is no charge. To register please contact Thérése at 
theresefizgerald7@gmail.com 

 
The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed,  

       A stronghold in times of trouble.  (Psalm  9:9) 

                        Sympathy 

We extend our heartfelt sympathy  

to the Family and friends of   

     Kay Jordan: Wedgewood  

  William (Liam) Collins: Balally  
   Who died earlier this week  

                May they  rest in the peace of Christ 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/021421.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022121.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022121.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022121.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022121.cfm#main-content


 

 

ly 

    

 

Jesus, friend of outcasts   
 

“Whatever you eat, whatever you drink, whatever you do at all, 

do it for the glory of God.” We often think of faith and  

religion only in terms of prayer. The extraordinary thing about 

Jesus and his teaching, as seen in this passage from St. Paul, is 

that true religion is to be found in the ordinary things of life and 

true faith is to be lived in daily life. This is especially true in the 

day-to-day loving that is marriage. Each couple live out their 

spirituality in the ways they tenderly love one another and in 

family life the quality of love is what makes people  

holy.  In our life together in our parish we are called to the  

spirituality of being a community in which we care for one  

another. We need prayer as part of it all both to grow in the  

power to love and to celebrate the goodness of love. It is only 

through the power of God that we can love as we should.       

Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

 

 

First Sunday of Lent 

February 21st, 2021 

That prayer, penance and alms giving will enable 

more men and women to follow the Holy Spirit as 

he leads them to discover their vocations in  

Christ, we pray to the Lord.  
 

“Jesus went into Galilee.  There he proclaimed the 

Good News from God” (Mk 1: 12)  
 

Is He asking you to follow Him by proclaiming the 

Good News to the people in your Diocese as a priest, 

a deacon or in the consecrated life?  Speak to your 

local priest or Diocesan Vocations Director, or email 

the National Vocations Office:  

email:  info@vocations.ie 

LET’S LIVE LENT:  

BRINGING THE GOSPEL TO LIFE 

Five Pastoral Conversations on Zoom.  Presented by a 

team from the Office for Evangelisation and the  

Diocesan Liturgical Resource Centre.  

Tuesdays 16 Feb, 23 Feb, 2 Mar, 9 Mar and 16 Mar 

2021 at 8.00 p.m.  For more information: 

https://www.dublindiocese.ie/lent-2021/ 

The Young Church Dublin  
Young Adult Alpha Course 

 

The Young Church Dublin team would like to invite you 

to join us for our Young Adult Alpha online course 

which takes place on Mondays, from 7.00-8:15pm.  

The course will be run from the comfort of your own 

home over Zoom for 11 weeks until March 29th. This 

Alpha course with YCD is an opportunity for you to 

grow in your own faith. Alpha is also a wonderful  

opportunity for friends, family or community members 

to explore the Christian faith together. Taking part might 

even encourage you to run Alpha yourself in the future! 

All participants must register by emailing your name and 

contact details to kirsten.mahon@dublindiocese.ie  

Please note that numbers are limited. 

 

     WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

THEME: BUILD ON A STRONG  
FOUNDATION 

 

This year the local service will be organized 
by Balally parish. It will be held in the 
Church of the Ascension of the Lord,  
Balally on..  
Thursday evening 4th March at 7.30pm.   
 

The worldwide service has been prepared this 
year by the Christian women of  Vanuatu. 
This is a string of islands in the South Pacific Ocean which is 
vulnerable to earthquakes, cyclones, volcanic eruptions and  
rising sea levels.  
 

Choosing the land on which to build a house is therefore an  
important decision for the people there. It’s understandable  
why they chose as their  theme: ‘Build on a strong Foundation” 

using the words of Jesus in Matthew 7:24-27 as their  
inspiration. These 80 plus islands of Vanuatu are renowned for 
their pristine environment, with sandy beaches, coral reefs,  
birds and fruits. The country has a thriving tourist industry. 
 

In a departure from the norm, because of current  
restrictions on gatherings of people, this year the service  
will be held online. It will be broadcast live from the church, 
via the parish website on the evening of 4th March. It will 
also be recorded and available for viewing on that site in the 
week following the service.  
 

Preparation and delivery of the service will be by a group from 
Balally representing the Roman Catholic communities of 
Sandyford, Kilternan, Balally and  Glencullen, and  
representatives of the Church of Ireland Community in  
Kilternan. Sadly, in the special circumstances of this year, there 
has to be a curtailed organizing group. This is to comply with  
government regulations on numbers gathering in churches.  
However, a warm invitation is extended to all men and women 
to become part of this on-line community in celebration of this 
annual event.  
 

The Balally parish website (www.balallyparish.ie/live) will lead 
you into the live service. Alternatively, you can view the  
recording the following week. We will all miss the life that 
flows from preparing and participating with a large group and of 
course the chat at the gathering for tea/coffee/buns  
afterwards. We hope that by next year normality will be  
restored! 
  

     Lenten Prayer 

Jesus, I want to spend time with 
you, give me the strength and  

perseverance to spend lent forming  
a habit of prayer and spending  

that time with you.  
Amen 

mailto:info@vocations.ie
mailto:kirsten.mahon@dublindiocese.ie
http://www.balallyparish.ie/live


 

afia 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I NN 

     Advertising 

If you would like to  advertise in the Parish  

Newsletter please contact  the Parish Office on  

01– 2954296 

 

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

 

Church of the Ascension of the Lord, Balally 
 

As we are now in Level 5 with COVD-19 the Church is 
now closed for Mass until further notice and no indoor 

gatherings can take place .  
 

Services will now take place online 
www.balallyparish.ie  

 

Mass Times: Weekdays: Friday 10.00am  
Saturday 7.00pm Vigil Mass, Sundays: 10am. 

 

There will be NO Communion distributed after any 
Mass until further notice 

The  Church will remain open for Private Prayer 
(only) from 11.00am—1.00pm.  

Please use the sanitiser at the door. 

Aware – Support & Self Care Groups 

As we all know, during Level 5 lockdown, many  

people are experiencing additional feelings of  

isolation, anxiety and distress as well as other  

challenges with their mental health.  If you, or those 

with whom you work wish to connect with people in 

relation to your mental wellbeing, please consider  

using the Phone In and Zoom Support & Self Care 

Groups, the Support Line or Support Mail. These  

services provide support, coping skills and  

information – and most importantly help people who 

are in distress to know and feel that they are not alone 

in their experience. For more information about the 

groups https://www.aware.ie/support/support-

groups/ and all of our services on www.aware.ie 

Prayer to St Valentine 
 

Saint Valentine, 
true servant who shed his blood 
in defence of the sacraments and 

faith in Jesus Christ, 
intercede for us today, we pray. 

 
Gain for us the strength to be  

steadfast like you 
in witnessing to the true faith to the 

end of our days, 
and help us never to lose hope in 
the Lord who is always near us. 

 
Intercede for those men and women who are preparing for 

marriage: help them to know one another and the true 
meaning of the sacramental bond they 

 are preparing to enter. 
 

Intercede for those who are joined together in the 
 sacrament of marriage, 

that they may never give up when trials come their way 
but may remain faithful to each other, 

and to the Lord who blessed their union. 
 

May your love for the Lord be an inspiration for 
our love for each other, for the love between husband and 

wife, and for the love and charity we 
 extend to all whom we meet. Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR TEMPERANCE 
 

Temper my desires, O Lord, 

And turn my focus towards you. 

Deliver me from the tendency to go to extremes 

That strain both body and soul. 

Help me to be content with what I have 

Instead of constantly seeking more. 

May I come to recognize the grace of moderation  

that brings both contentment and appreciation. 

Let temperance grow in me 

And lead me to discover other virtues 

That bring deeper union with you. 

In your sacred name, I pray 

Amen 

https://www.aware.ie/support/support-groups/
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