
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
       Balally Parish                  

 
21st February 2021       1st Sunday of Lent 
 

 

 

The Deep End: Wilderness 
 

On this first Sunday of Lent, we are invited to embrace the wilderness. The past year has given us experience of  
wilderness as our world battled a pandemic. Many people were afraid, isolated, alone, and uncertain of what the  
future would bring. Humanity was adrift in what seemed like a desert moment. However, wilderness can bring  

opportunity. It can be a time for deep reflection, where we take stock of what is most important to us, a chance to let  
go of things that are really not important and focus on where we are being called to be. During this past year, what  

opportunity did this wilderness offer you? Lent is also a time where people give up something, focus on weight loss or  
getting fit, take on a course, try to better themselves in some way. And these can be good things, but Lent is so much more 
than that. It is a retreat time, a time to make room for something deeper. It is a spring-cleaning sort of time, an opportunity  

to ask, ‘what needs clearing out in my life so that I can make more room for God?’ ‘What changes am I being called to  
embrace?’ Without change we cannot grow, and things fast become stale in our lives. God is always urging us on because  

God knows just what possibilities there are for each of us. Lent offers us the opportunity to makes space for something new, 
to let go of that which is keeping us from living life to the full. The Gospel today is short, Jesus is sent into the wilderness, 
into the desert, and we too are invited into a desert time. Deserts are interesting places which can allow us to reflect, give  

ourselves space. It is true that we might encounter our demons there, but we should not be afraid because as the Gospel tells  
us clearly today, this is a Spirit-led desert. God is with us. Let us try to embrace this wilderness. How we make use of this 

 time determines what will be. ‘You have to leave the city of your comfort and go into the wilderness of your intuition.  
What you’ll discover will be wonderful. What you’ll discover will be yourself.’ (Alan Alda)  

  Jane Mellett: mellettj@gmail.com 

Parish Office Open Hours:                      

Tuesday to Friday  9.30am – 2.00pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

     Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com              

Fr Dermot A.  Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

  Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                         

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

  

 
 

 
Mass Times & Intentions:  

  
 

 

 

Sunday 21st  February 10.00am 

Josie McDonnell (5th Annv)  
(Family watching in on webcam from Kilcock, Carlow) 

 Noel Murphy (7th Annv)/  

Steve Warren (20th Annv)(Oxford, England)/  

John Kavanagh/Gerard Hackett/  

Special Intention  
(for Cath Shacklock watching in on the Webcam from the UK) 

 

Monday: 22nd  February No Mass  
Tuesday 23rd February No Mass    

 

Wednesday24th February No Mass 

Thursday 25th   February No Mass 
 

 

Friday 26th  February10.00am  

Myra Candon (6th Annv)/ Joseph Byrne (12th Annv)/ 

Tom, Eileen, & Brian Ebbs & Ellen Sheridan/ Bridie Perry/ 

Patrick & Dinah Boyne/ Special Intention (90th Birthday) 

Saturday 27th February vigil Mass 
 

Colm & Maggie O’ Donnell/ Pat Fenton/ Tom Sheedy/  
John Sweeney/ Colm O’ Carroll/ Special Intention (Get well) 

 

Sunday 28th February 
 

Maurice McNulty & McNulty & Cullen families/ 
Claire Kelly/ Bridie Perry/ Seamus Coughlan/ Patsy Sherry/ 

Maureen Falls/ John McNulty/ Ita O’ Keefe/  
Frank Dwyer & Pat Carey 

    

Temptation of Jesus in the wilderness 
 

Artist: Gustave Doré 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month    

View the Live Broadcast of our  

services  
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/ 

for a live streaming of our liturgies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and  

reflection - is held here in the church every Friday morning 
after the 10.00amMass                                                                                        
 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 
6:00p.m 
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays: 
 10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                       
after Mass on Saturdays/Confessions by request 

 

               Balally Parish 400 Club 
 

                  The February Draw  
                will take place on the 27th  

 

          

        Did you ever think of joining 
      Subscription: €10 per month 

 
 

 

       We would like to remind members of the 400 Club to  
continue leaving their subscriptions into the  

Parish Office. As we are now under level 5 Covid-19  
restrictions it is proving difficult to collect at doors and 

payment into the Parish Office  
is a great help and very much appreciated. 

 

 

Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 

THE GOSPEL   Mark 1:12-15 
 

The Spirit drove Jesus out  
                 into the desert. 

      

   Drawn 

        to the desert  

         by the Holy Spirit, 

and 

  tempted! 

Your only food, 

the will of the Father, 

you went. 

Let your surrender summon us also: 

 to your revolution of tenderness. 

Help us listen to the 

Holy Spirit. 

Let it be our 

life-giving 

food 

for 

the 

  fast.  

             Get well 

knowing that someone really cares helps  

healing along its way, so we hope all our  

Parishioners who are sick or housebound 

feel better and keep improving, day by day.  

     We keep you in our thoughts and prayers. 

 
 

  Readings for next Sunday  
 

28th  February 2021 2nd Sunday of Lent 

 

Reading I: Genesis 22:1-2, 9a, 10-13, 15-18 
Responsorial Psalm 116:10, 15, 16-17, 18-19 

Reading II: Romans 8:31b-34 
Gospel: Mark 9:2-10 

   

    Praying with the Psalms 

   ‘ For God alone my soul waits in  

silence;  

From God comes my salvation    

    (Psalm 62:1) 

Invitation to explore various Psalms within their context. 
 

Wednesday evenings  

                                     7.30—8.45pm 

 24th February & 3rd & 10th March 

via Zoom 

There is no charge. To register please contact Thérése at 
theresefizgerald7@gmail.com 

 
The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed,  

       A stronghold in times of trouble.  (Psalm  9:9) 

 

       Something to think about:  
 

As we begin Lent, let us try to recover the 

call we each received at our baptism to be 

a disciple of Jesus. As we walk the Lenten 

journey of transformation we are asked to  

re-examine how we are living up to our own Christian  

initiation. The process of growing to maturity has been  

described as becoming a person who turns readily to God in 

prayer, is a witness to the faith, sets his/her hope in Christ, 

is inspired to Christ-like deeds, and who practices love of 

neighbour even at cost to self. How do we measure up? 

Over the weeks of Lent, take up the invite to recover your 

own call to discipleship. How often and well do you pray? 

Do you witness to your faith in your family, work and other 

places? Are you a person of joy & hope? Are your actions 

inspired by Christ? Do you love others enough to make  

sacrifices for them?  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022121.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022821.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022821.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022821.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/022821.cfm#main-content


 

 

ly 

    

 

 

    The Kingdom of God is close at hand   
 

Jesus said: “Repent and believe the Good News”. At the  

beginning of Lent, this call of Christ sets the agenda for the next 

six weeks. The first thing we have to do is ‘repent’. What does 

that mean for us?  It simply means ‘let go’ – let go of the things 

and the ways of living that limit our freedom to love God with 

our whole heart and strength and our neighbour as ourselves.  

Secondly Christ calls us to ‘believe the Good News’. This 

means to live the Good News, to practice being happy, to bring 

joy and peace and healing to all those we live with and those we 

meet.  This obviously has huge implications for married couples 

in their relationship; for families in their life together; and for 

every parish community. Lent is not just about giving things up 

but rather about changing in ways that will bring life to others.  

Six weeks practice should make a profound difference  

to our lives.  Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

                        

      Sympathy 

          We extend our heartfelt sympathy  

to the Family and friends of  

Paul Leckie: Dundrum  
   Who died earlier this week  

                May he rest in the peace of Christ 

 

     WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 

THEME: BUILD ON A STRONG  
FOUNDATION 

 

This year the local service will be organized 
by Balally parish. It will be held in the 
Church of the Ascension of the Lord,  
Balally on..  
Thursday evening 4th March at 7.30pm.   
 

The worldwide service has been prepared this 
year by the Christian women of  Vanuatu. 
This is a string of islands in the South Pacific Ocean which is 
vulnerable to earthquakes, cyclones, volcanic eruptions and  
rising sea levels.  
 

Choosing the land on which to build a house is therefore an  
important decision for the people there. It’s understandable  
why they chose as their  theme: ‘Build on a strong Foundation” 

using the words of Jesus in Matthew 7:24-27 as their  
inspiration. These 80 plus islands of Vanuatu are renowned for 
their pristine environment, with sandy beaches, coral reefs,  
birds and fruits. The country has a thriving tourist industry. 
 

In a departure from the norm, because of current  
restrictions on gatherings of people, this year the service  
will be held online. It will be broadcast live from the church, 
via the parish website on the evening of 4th March. It will 
also be recorded and available for viewing on that site in the 
week following the service.  
 

Preparation and delivery of the service will be by a group from 
Balally representing the Roman Catholic communities of 
Sandyford, Kilternan, Balally and  Glencullen, and  
representatives of the Church of Ireland Community in  
Kilternan. Sadly, in the special circumstances of this year, there 
has to be a curtailed organizing group. This is to comply with  
government regulations on numbers gathering in churches.  
However, a warm invitation is extended to all men and women 
to become part of this on-line community in celebration of this 
annual event.  
 

The Balally parish website (www.balallyparish.ie/live) will lead 
you into the live service. Alternatively, you can view the  
recording the following week. We will all miss the life that 
flows from preparing and participating with a large group and of 
course the chat at the gathering for tea/coffee/buns  
afterwards. We hope that by next year normality will be  
restored! 

 

Balally Parish will host 

Lenten Night Prayer, 

every weeknight of Lent 

2021 starting from  

Ash Wednesday at 8pm. 
 

For more information see our  

Website: Balallyparish.ie 

     ACTS OF LOVE FOR LENT  
 
 

Rivers do not drink their own  
water; trees do not eat their own  
fruit; the sun does not shine on itself 
and flowers do not spread their  
fragrance for themselves.  
Living for others is a rule of nature. 
 We are all born to help each other.  
No matter how difficult it is…. Life is good when you 
are happy; but much better when others are happy 
 because of you.” (Pope Francis.)  

 
Call someone who’s struggling with grief, depression or 

loneliness, just to ask how they’re doing.  
 
 

              Surprise someone by ringing them or  
speaking to them to say, ‘thank you’.  

 
 

See if you can make someone laugh or smile 
today to spread a little happiness around.  

 
 

 Our lives will not be measured by the big things we 
do but rather by the little steps we take  

to make a difference.  

 

During this 2021 Lenten time, AFCM  

(Anointing Fire Catholic Ministries) 

Youth Ireland is inspired to do a daily 

Rosary in Zoom to give prayer 

support and to encourage Irish youth to 

stay strong in faith  

at this difficult time.  

Rosary with Youth is on every evening at 

 8:00pm—8:30pm starting from  

17th  Feb (Ash Wednesday) until Easter 4th April. 

Please see the Zoom details given below: 

Zoom ID: 898 0733 0690 

Password: 1234 

Face Book Live:  

https://www.facebook.com/afcmyouthireland/ 

http://www.balallyparish.ie/live
https://www.facebook.com/afcmyouthireland/


 

afia 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I NN 

     Advertising 

If you would like to  advertise in the Parish  

Newsletter please contact  the Parish Office on  

01– 2954296 

 

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

 

Church of the Ascension of the Lord, Balally 
 

As we are now in Level 5 with COVD-19 the 
Church is now closed for Mass until further notice 

and no indoor gatherings can take place .  
 

Services will now take place online 
www.balallyparish.ie  

 

Mass Times: Weekdays: Friday 10.00am  
Saturday 7.00pm Vigil Mass, Sundays: 10am. 

 

There will be NO Communion distributed after 
any Mass until further notice 

The  Church will remain open for Private Prayer 
(only) from 11.00am—1.00pm.  

Please use the sanitiser at the door. 

 

ALONE Senior Line  

If you are an older person and would like someone to talk 

to, particularly since Covid-19, consider phoning  

SeniorLine. We are Ireland’s national confidential  

service for older people. We are open every day of the 

year from 10am-10pm. We are older people too, trained to 

listen and support. We would love to hear from 

you. Freefone 1800 80 45 91 

    
           HOPE 

 

I love the Month of February for a number 
of reasons. Firstly it is the start of Spring 
and already there are lovely daffodils in 
bloom. also there are signs of new growth 
all around, sprouts appearing on rose  
bushes and many other plants.   
 

Secondly it is the month in which we celebrate the beautiful 
feast of Our Lady of Lourdes. It is also the month in which  
I was born (won’t mention the year). Another great day to  
celebrate was St. Valentine’s day. A day to celebrate the gift of 
love. 
 

God said that of all the commandments given to Moses, he was 
also giving us another Commandment, that was the greatest of 
all, which was to love one another as he loves us. If we do this, 
then we are in fact showing our love for God. 
 

 Although we have been through a very difficult year we have 
witnessed God’s loving presence among us, the proof been the 
love and kindness of so many people who have helped us 
through the year. Another reason to bring us hope and joy is 
the great stretch of daylight in our evenings. 
 

We have just entered into Lent and normally it is a time for  
self- sacrifice. I think we have all had to make huge sacrifice’s 
this year in order to keep our family and friends safe. However, 
this year I decided I was going to make a conscious effort to 
give thanks for all the good things in life. I do believe that we 
will all appreciate more the things we took so much for granted 
in the past.   Ann Schmitz 

 

 

Faithfest Online 

Faithfest is back!! Join us for an evening of games, music, 

workshop, chats and prayer.  Faithfest will take place  

5 March from 6:30 – 8:30 online. You can register 

online using this link:  

https://forms.gle/DwKDsXCuTornHFYA8.   

For more information email: faithfest@dublindiocese.ie 

https://forms.gle/DwKDsXCuTornHFYA8
mailto:faithfest@dublindiocese.ie

