Church of the Ascension of the Lord
Balally Parish
28th February 2021

Parish Office Open Hours:
Tuesday to Friday 9.30am – 2.00pm.
Tel: 01-2954296,
Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net
Web: www.balallyparish.ie

2nd Sunday of Lent

Co– Parish Priest:

Pastoral Centre:

Fr Peter Byrne:
Tel: 089-4824671
Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com
Fr Dermot A. Lane Tel: 01 2956165

Tel: 01- 2953095
Email: balallyppc@gmail.com
Web: www.balallyppc.ie

Mass Times & Intentions:
Sunday 28th February
Myra Candon (6th Annv)
Maurice McNulty & McNulty & Cullen families/
Claire Kelly/ Bridie Perry/ Seamus Coughlan/
Patsy Sherry/Maureen Falls/ John McNulty/ Ita O’ Keefe/
Frank Dwyer & Pat Carey/ Patrick & Dinah Boyne/
Monday: 1st March No Mass
Tuesday 2nd March No Mass
Wednesday3rd March No Mass
Thursday 4th March No Mass
Friday 5th March 10.00am
Altar List of the Dead
Saturday 6th March vigil Mass
Bridget Kavanagh (5th Annv)/
Michael & Kathleen Sheehey/Florence & William Pender
& Daughter Ann Stilliard/
Maureen & Michael Claffey/ Noreen Gilligan/
Ciss Quinnlivan/ Special Intention (Get well)
Sunday 7th March 10.00am
Mary Whooley (1st Annv)/ Maureen Ruane (3rd Annv)
Dan O’ Neill (17th Annv)/ James & Catherine Furey/
Seamus Coughlan/ Denis Murphy/ Paddy Jordan

Transfiguration of Jesus
Gospel Mk 9:2-10
Artist: Jos Speybrouck

The Deep End: Transfiguration
Can you recall a time when you had an ‘aha moment’? One of those moments when something suddenly makes perfect
sense to you. It may have been a long time coming, a combination of various pieces of a jigsaw fitting together or it may be an
`insight you received from spiritual practice. These are special moments. We are never quite the same afterwards, something
changes, even a small thing, but something in us changes. These moments move us outside of ourselves or beyond ourselves
in some way. They are moments of transfiguration. In the Gospel today, Peter is desperate to stay on the mountain in that
blissful moment with Jesus, so much so that he offers to build tents. One can understand Peter’s request, after such an
experience of course he would want to stay there. What moments of encounter in your own life do you recall? An encounter
where you simply did not want it to end? It may be something very deep and meaningful which gave you a glimpse of God
or a moment of complete contentment? As with all blissful moments, the disciples must come down from the mountaintop.
Jesus’ way involves walking a very different path, a path that will not be so easy. Jesus’ way is different to what Peter may
have had in mind. These moments of Transfiguration strengthen us all for
walking the more difficult paths, sustaining us on the way.
‘The Lord is more constant and far more extravagant than it seems to imply. Wherever you turn your eyes the world
can shine like transfiguration. You don’t have to bring a thing to it except a little willingness to see. Only, who could
have the courage to see it?’ (Marilynne Robinson)
Jane Mellett: mellettj@gmail.com
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Other Church Services:
Holy Day Masses: Vigil 7.30pm;
10.00am ,1.10pm
Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass
Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month
View the Live Broadcast of our
services
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/
for a live streaming of our liturgies…
The Rosary: is recited every morning at
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome.
Eucharistic Adoration with prayer and
reflection - is held here in the church every Friday morning
after the 10.00amMass

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:
Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m,
6:00p.m
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays:
10:00am.
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.
Sacrament of Reconciliation :
after Mass on Saturdays/Confessions by request
Get well
knowing that someone really cares helps
healing along its way, so we hope all our
Parishioners who are sick or housebound
feel better and keep improving, day by day.
We keep you in our thoughts and prayers.
Readings for next Sunday
7th March 2021 3rd Sunday of Lent
Reading I: Exodus 20:1-17
Responsorial Psalm 19:8, 9, 10, 11
Reading II: 1 Corinthians 1:22-25
Gospel: John 2:13-25
Praying with the Psalms
‘ For God alone my soul waits in
silence;
From God comes my salvation
(Psalm 62:1)
Invitation to explore various Psalms within their context.
Wednesday evenings
7.30—8.45pm
3rd & 10th March
via Zoom
There is no charge. To register please contact Thérése at
theresefizgerald7@gmail.com
The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed,
A stronghold in times of trouble. (Psalm 9:9)

“ We Shall Remember Them”
Dear Parishioners,
Since the beginning of the Covid
Pandemic we have been keeping those who died in our
hearts and prayers. Who would have thought on the
11th of March last year, when we placed the first cross on the
wall of our church, that a year later there would be over
6000 people dead from this terrible
disease on our little island?
th
On the 11 of March at 10.00am we will have a special
Mass broadcast from Balally to mark this saddest of
anniversaries and pray for all those who have died, to thank
God for the gift of their individual lives and to accompany
their families in their grief.
“ We Shall Remember Them”
In the rising of the sun and in its going down:
We Shall Remember Them
In the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter:
We Shall Remember Them
In the opening of buds and in the rebirth of spring:
We Shall Remember Them
In the blueness of the sky and in the warmth of summer:
We Shall Remember Them
In the rustling of leaves and in the beauty of autumn:
We Shall Remember Them
In the beginning of the year and when it ends:
We Shall Remember Them
When we are weary and in need of strength:
We Shall Remember Them
When we are lost and sick at heart,
and when we have joys we yearn to share:
We Shall Remember Them
So long as we live, they too shall live,
for they are now a part of us,
as we remember them.

Balally Parish 400 Club
The February Draw
was held on the 27th
Did you ever think of joining
Subscription: €10 per month
We would like to remind members of the 400 Club to
continue leaving their subscriptions into the
Parish Office. As we are now under level 5 Covid-19
restrictions it is proving difficult to collect at doors and
payment into the Parish Office
is a great help and very much appreciated.
Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296

This is my Son, the Beloved
“It is wonderful for us to be here.” Peter made this enthusiastic
statement in the story of the Transfiguration, which is given to
us this Sunday for our inspiration in faith. Each of us has a right
to be able to make this same statement in our following of
Christ. It is also one of the most important responsibilities we
have to each other to make that possible. We do this by working
together to build our parish into a real community of faith and
hope. It means everyone being willing to take their full part in
the life of the parish. We do it by making our homes into places
of joy and happiness. Again, each person, no matter how young,
has a part to play in bringing this about. Married couples do it
for each other ly
by working on the quality of their relationship of
love in terms of tenderness and affection. This takes dedicating
time for each other and using that time well.
Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R.
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
THEME: BUILD ON A STRONG
FOUNDATION
This year the local service will be organized
by Balally parish. It will be held in the
Church of the Ascension of the Lord,
Balally on..
Thursday evening 4th March at 7.30pm.
The worldwide service has been prepared this
year by the Christian women of Vanuatu.
This is a string of islands in the South Pacific Ocean which is
vulnerable to earthquakes, cyclones, volcanic eruptions and
rising sea levels.
Choosing the land on which to build a house is therefore an
important decision for the people there. It’s understandable
why they chose as their theme: ‘Build on a strong Foundation”
using the words of Jesus in Matthew 7:24-27 as their
inspiration. These 80 plus islands of Vanuatu are renowned for
their pristine environment, with sandy beaches, coral reefs,
birds and fruits. The country has a thriving tourist industry.
In a departure from the norm, because of current
restrictions on gatherings of people, this year the service
will be held online. It will be broadcast live from the church,
via the parish website on the evening of 4th March. It will
also be recorded and available for viewing on that site in the
week following the service.
Preparation and delivery of the service will be by a group from
Balally representing the Roman Catholic communities of
Sandyford, Kilternan, Balally and Glencullen, and
representatives of the Church of Ireland Community in
Kilternan. Sadly, in the special circumstances of this year, there
has to be a curtailed organizing group. This is to comply with
government regulations on numbers gathering in churches.
However, a warm invitation is extended to all men and women
to become part of this on-line community in celebration of this
annual event.
The Balally parish website (www.balallyparish.ie/live) will
lead you into the live service. Alternatively, you can view the
recording the following week. We will all miss the life that
flows from preparing and participating with a large group and of
course the chat at the gathering for tea/coffee/buns
afterwards. We hope that by next year normality will be
restored!

Balally Parish will host
Lenten Night Prayer,
every weeknight of Lent
starting at 8pm.
For more information see our
Website: Balallyparish.ie

Sympathy
We extend our heartfelt sympathy
to the Family and friends of
Alan McNulty: Dun Emer
John Kane; Drimnagh / Dundrum
May they rest in the peace of Christ
ACTS OF LOVE FOR LENT
In his message for Lent 2021, the pope asks people to
“experience Lent with love,” which “rejoices in seeing
others grow.” To experience Lent with love means
caring for those who suffer or feel abandoned and fearful
because of the COVID-19 Pandemic .The pope
emphasized that even a small amount of almsgiving
when offered with “joy and simplicity” can multiply, as
did “the loaves blessed, broken and given by Jesus to the
disciples to distribute to the crowd.”
Send a message or write a card to someone to celebrate a special event (like a birthday or an
achievement.
During Lent this year, try to apply Gandhi’s famous
words in your life: ‘live simply so that others
may simply live.’
Reflect on what you say and do each day to bring joy
and hope to others.
It is time to renew our hope! For we are a
Community of Faith, Hope & Love. This Lent let us
take the opportunity to connect with God and each
other. We may be confused by Zoom and Social
Media… but God is not… let us do what we can
whilst keeping everyone safe. We are in this together.
Mass leaflets are available inside the Church Porch
to take home when the Church is open for
private prayer if anyone would like to follow the
Sunday Masses online.
Church is open weekdays 11.00am—1.00pm
The March edition of the
"Three Rock Panorama - your
community magazine - is on sale in all the usual
outlets from this weekend. You can also read it online on
our Website: threerockpanorama.ie.

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US TEL: 01 2932828
3 Minute Meditation
Each week of Lent there will be a
different meditation for you to
listen to and follow.
Ideal for young people,
beginners or anyone who wants
to find a short moment of
stillness in a busy day.
We hope this assists your Lenten Journey.
For more information see:

Advertising
If you would like to advertise in the Parish
Newsletter please contact the Parish Office on
01– 2954296
THE
L E O P A R D S TO W N
I NN
afia

https://www.evangelisation.ie/2021/01/27/lent-2021/
“Hope for a small blue planet”

A talk by Fr. Brian Grogan SJ
Via Zoom at 7.30 pm Thursday
11 March 2021.
The Rathgar Parish Laudato Si Group is delighted to
announce that Brian Grogan SJ has accepted an invitation to
deliver a talk via Zoom. The title of the talk is
'Hope for a Small Blue Planet'. This is the sub-title of his
recent book Creation Walk, (Messenger Publications)
which tells--from a faith perspective--the story of our planet
from its beginnings, and then asks about its
future." Brian is a former Director of the Jesuit Centre of
Spirituality in Manresa, Dublin and was President of
Milltown Institute, where he was Associate Professor of Spirituality. A well-known lecturer and speaker on
theology and spirituality, his writings include Alone and on
Foot--A Life of Ignatius; The Characteristics of Jesuit Education; To Grow in Love, and Making Good
Decisions. His focus now is on the spirituality of Laudato Si,
as in Finding God in a Leaf--The Mysticism of Laudato Si;
and Creation Walk--The Amazing Story of a Small Blue
Planet (Messenger Publications, Dublin). For more, see his
website www.lovingsisterearth.com.
Prior registration essential – email your request
including your name to obtain the Zoom link to
pollinatorgarden1@gmail.com
“Apart from the cross, there is no other ladder by
which we may go to heaven
St. Rose of lima

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND
FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION
Get in touch with our events team today on 01 2889189 or email
events@leopardstowninn.ie

THE GOSPEL Mark 9:2-10
And he was transfigured before them.
Friends caught a dazed glimpse
of him, as he really was!
In blinding brightness,
his clothes turned
dazzling white
as no eyes
on earth
had
ever
seen.
O Christ,
take us to your mountain.
Transform all our acts,
our very being,
into your
love.
“We are all walking around
shining like the
sun.”
Let us see it.
Let us
glimpse your glory.
In beauty
in skies and
flowers and butterflies,
in a happy
child’s face, in
music that our souls sing,
in joyful folks helping other folks.

