
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
       Balally Parish                  

 
7th February 2021     Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 

                                                                       The Deep End: Jesus the Healer 
In today’s Gospel we read about Jesus’ first healing in Mark’s Gospel. Jesus hears of the illness of the mother of Simon’s  

wife and goes to her. Due to the purity laws of his time this scene would have been considered controversial. His first healing 
is of a woman and we are told that he touches her, raises her up; he completely restores her to health. Many of his actions  

here would have been considered inappropriate. The ‘whole city’ was crowded around the door as many people wanted to be 
healed. What a commotion! Jesus, very early on in his ministry is clearly a very popular and attractive figure. Another  

important aspect of this story is that Jesus does not remain comfortable in this house. He keeps moving, keeps going outward. 
This requires so much energy and an outpouring of love for those in need. Jesus shows us in today’s Gospel what it takes to 
stay energised for our various ministries: quiet time and space for real encounter with God. Even then, the people hunted for 
him and said, ‘Everyone is searching for you’, and still today, everyone is searching. We too are called to bring healing to  

others in any way that we can, to those who are seeking, those who are lost, those who are isolated. Jesus shows us that to do 
this we must be connected to that Divine Presence within us and in our world. Today we can ask ourselves, what do I need 

healing from? Bring this to Jesus in prayer. And also, how can I reach out, with a healing presence, to others, especially  
during this time of pandemic?  

‘I ask God to prepare our hearts to encounter our brothers and sisters, so that we may overcome our differences  
rooted in political thinking, language, culture and religion. Let us ask him to anoint our whole being with the balm  

of his mercy, which heals the injuries caused by mistakes, misunderstandings, and disputes. And let us ask him for the 
grace to send us forth, in humility and meekness, along the demanding but enriching 

path of seeking peace’. (Pope Francis, Fratelli Tutti, 254) 
Jane Mellett: mellettj@gmail.com 

Parish Office Open Hours:                      

Tuesday to Friday  9.30am – 2.00pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

     Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com              

Fr Dermot A.  Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

  Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                         

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

  

 
 

Mass Times & Intentions:  
  

Sunday 7th February 10.00am 
Brendan Clarke (4th Annv)/ Brendan Byrne (6th Annv)/ 
Anne McDonnell (46th Annv) & Fr PJ Byrne (5th Annv)  

(Families watching from Kilcock, Carlow)/ 
Lulu & Paddy Hughes/ Joe & Gertie Keating/ 
Sarah & Michael Farragher/ Denis Murphy 

 

Monday: 8th  February No Mass  
Tuesday 9th  February No Mass    

Wednesday: 10th February No Mass 
Thursday 11th  February No Mass 

 

 

 

Friday 12th February10.00am  

Deceased members of the Meany Family/ 

Jim & Margaret Hannon/ Sr Kilian Stafford/  

Bridie Perry/ 

Special Intention 
 

Saturday 13th February vigil Mass 
 

Michael Holmes/ Ita O’ Keeffe/ Bridie Perry/  
Special Intention (Job Success) Special Intention x2 

 

Sunday 14th February 10.00am 

Andrew McKiernan (3rd Annv)/  

David Broderick (4th Annv) 

Ann Macgiolla- Fhearga/ (20th Annv)/  Charles York/ 

Special Intention/ Special Intention (Get well) 

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month    

View the Live Broadcast of our  

services  
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/ 

for a live streaming of our liturgies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and  

reflection - is held here in the church every Friday morning 
after the 10.00amMass                                                                                        
 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 
6:00p.m 
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays: 
 10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                       
after Mass on Saturdays/Confessions by request 

 

                Balally Parish 400 Club 
 

        Congratulations to our  
   January winners    
 

€1,000: Anne Holohan: Clonard 

€300: Margaret McKinley: Mount Eagle 

€200: Denis & Pauline Lalor: Balally 

€100:  Anne Candon: Clonard 
 

          Did you ever think of joining 
       Subscription: €10 per month 

 

We would like to remind members of the 400 Club to  
 continue leaving their subscriptions into the  

Parish Office. As we are now under level 5 Covid-19  
restrictions it is proving difficult to collect at doors and 

payment into the Parish Office  
is a great help and very much appreciated. 

 

 

Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 

 

THE GOSPEL 
Mark 1:29-39 
 

He approached her, grasped her 
hand, and helped her up. 
 

Lord, 

    whole towns flocked to you, with 
 demons and sickness, 

to be healed. 

In 
 our day 

 we, as well, 
 come to find you. 

O Lord: heal us too. 
We are plagued with unrest,  

our climate is in crisis, jobs are gone, 
 and of course, the virus is upon the world. 

Take our hand. 
 Help us up. 

Let us take 
 your good news to 

all of our sisters and brothers 

everywhere. 

             Get well 

knowing that someone really cares helps 

healing along its way, so we hope all our 

Parishioners who are sick or housebound 

feel better and keep improving, day by day.  

We keep you in our thoughts and prayers. 

 
 

  Readings for next Sunday 7th February 2021 
Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

Reading I: Leviticus 13:1-2, 44-46 
Responsorial Psalm 32:1-2, 5, 11 

Reading II: 1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1 
Gospel: Mark 1:40-45 

   

    Praying with the Psalms 

   ‘ For God alone my soul waits in  

silence;  

From God comes my salvation    

    (Psalm 62:1) 

Invitation to explore various Psalms within their context. 
 

Wednesday evenings  

                                     7.30—8.45pm 

10th 17th  24th February & 3rd & 10th March 

via Zoom 

There is no charge. To register please contact Thérése at 
theresefizgerald7@gmail.com 

 
The Lord is a stronghold for the oppressed,  

       A stronghold in times of trouble.  (Psalm  9:9) 

TROCAIRE LENTEN CAMPAIGN 2021  
This year Trocaire’s Lenten Campaign will focus on 

 exploring the Impact of Conflict on Families in South  
Sudan. This Lent, we learn more about the suffering of  

people who have lost their homes and loved ones to war, and 
how they are rebuilding their lives through love,  

friendship and solidarity.  For more information... 
 Trócaire (trocaire.org) 

                        Sympathy 

We extend our heartfelt sympathy  

to the Family and friends of   

     Susan Curran:  Ballyogan   
              Who died earlier this week  

                May she rest in the peace of Christ 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/020721.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/021421.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/021421.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/021421.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/021421.cfm#main-content
https://www.trocaire.org/our-work/working-in-ireland/parishes/resources/


 

 

ly 

    

 

Christ who heals us   

“The fever left her, and she began to wait on them.” One of the 

lovely features of the Gospels is the number of healing stories 

they contain. Nothing is too big or too small to bring to Jesus.  

He raised Lazarus from the dead; he healed Peter’s  

Mother in-law from a fever. That same Jesus is with us and 

among us with the same power and the same longing, to heal 

us into wholeness. All we have to do is ask him for what we 

need for ourselves and for one another and know that he will 

answer. We all need his healing power in so far as we set  

limits to our love for one another because his great  

commandment is to love. Husbands and wives often need to 

stretch their love into forgiveness if they are to go forward  

together. Parents need to grow in understanding of their  

children and in our parish, we need Christ’s power to help us to 

take true responsibility for those in need. 

Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

World Day of the Sick  11th February  2021 

The theme of this year’s observance is, 

“You have but one teacher and you are all brothers”  

(Mt 23:8),  

which calls for “a trust-based relationship to guide  and  

care for the sick”. 

In his message for the 29th World Day of the Sick on  

11th  February, Pope Francis urges a path of healing grounded 

in a trusting and interpersonal relationship between the sick 

and those who care for them.  

The annual day “is an opportunity to devote special attention to 

the sick and to those who provide them with assistance and 

care both in healthcare institutions and within families and 

communities.” He expresses his spiritual closeness and the 

Church’s loving concern for those suffering the coronavirus 

pandemic, especially the poor and the marginalized.  

Sickness has many faces, there are the sick, as well as all those 

who are ignored, excluded and are a prey to social injustices 

that deny their fundamental rights. 
 

The 11th February is also the  

Feast of our Lady of Lourdes Day 

    

Feast of our Lady Of Lourdes 

On 11th February 1858 Our Lady 

first appeared to14-year-old French  

peasant girl,  Bernadette  

Soubirous. Later Bernadette, asked 

her, “Who are you?” and 

heard from Our Lady’s own lips,  

“I am the Immaculate  

Conception”. 
 

Our Lady made 18 appearances to 14-year-old Bernadette 

and after the 18 appearances the Virgin Mary appeared 

two more times, on the Wednesday after Easter, and  

on the Feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel. In 1862, the 

local bishop declared the apparitions worthy of belief.  

St. Bernadette left Lourdes in 1866 to join a religious  

order in central France, where she died after several years 

of illness in 1879. By the time of her death, a basilica had 

been built and consecrated at the apparition site, under 

the leadership of Fr. Peyramale. 

            ACCORD  

The Annual Collection for  

ACCORD Dublin is scheduled 

for the weekend of the 13th/14th 

February We have all struggled 

in the last 10 months to stay afloat  but ACCORD are  

pleased to say that with the support of the public, and 

the members and clients of  

ACCORD Dublin, we have been able to continue  

offering both  marriage preparation programmes and 

counselling for those who are experiencing difficulties 

in their marriage or relationships all during the  

pandemic, however this is a difficult time for Churches 

and charitable organisations as Masses continue online. 

The annual collection makes up a sizeable portion of 

ACCORD Dublin’s income and a reduction will  

definitely impact on our ability to deliver our services. 

With a large increase reported in domestic abuse during 

the pandemic, we anticipate an increase in demand. Our 

support line is open Monday to Friday 9am - 8pm where 

you can speak to an experienced counsellor.   

Telephone 01 5313331, Accord CLG Phone: 

 01 5053112 (Monday-Friday 9am-5pm)  

Email : info@accord.ie  

to donate online  https://www.accord.ie/donate 

ALONE Senior Line  
If you are an older person and would like someone to 

talk to, particularly since Covid-19, consider phoning 

SeniorLine. We are Ireland’s national confidential  

service for older people. We are open every day of the 

year from 10am-10pm. We are older people too, trained 

to listen and support. We would love to hear from 

you. Freefone 1800 80 45 91 

Prayer to Our Lady  of Lourdes 

Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception 

Oh ever immaculate Virgin, Mother of Mercy, 
Health of the Sick, Refuge of Sinners,  

Comfortess of the afflicted you know my wants,  

my troubles, my sufferings. Look upon me with 
mercy. When you appeared in the grotto of Lourdes, you made 
it a privileged sanctuary where you dispense your favours, and 

where many sufferers have obtained the cure of their 

 infirmities, both spiritual and corporal. I come, therefore, with 
unbounded confidence to implore your maternal intercession. 

My loving Mother, obtain my request. I will try to  

imitate your virtues so that I may one day share your company 
and bless you in eternity.  

Amen.  



 

afia 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I NN 

     Advertising 

If you would like to  advertise in the Parish  

Newsletter please contact  the Parish Office on  

01– 2954296 

 

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

My Garden of Prayer 

My garden beautifies my yard 

And adds fragrance to the air.. 

But it is also my cathedral  

And my quiet place of prayer.. 

So little do we realize  

That “ The Glory and The Power “ 

Of he who made the universe 

Lies hidden in a flower. 
 

Helen Steiner Rice 

 

 

Irish Hospice Foundation  

Living with Loss 

We are now accepting bookings for the 2021 series of 

Workshops on Loss and Bereavement which will be 

delivered online via Zoom from January – June.  

Details and booking process can be found on the  

following link https://hospicefoundation.ie/education-

training/bereavement-training/workshops/ Please note 

bookings and payment for the workshops can only be 

made by using the following link to Eventbrite  

https://www.eventbrite.ie/o/irish-hospice-foundation-

31883804183 

Aware – Support & Self Care Groups 

As we all know, during Level 5 lockdown, many  

people are experiencing additional feelings of  

isolation, anxiety and distress as well as other  

challenges with their mental health.  If you, or those 

with whom you work wish to connect with people in 

relation to your mental wellbeing, please consider  

using the Phone In and Zoom Support & Self Care 

Groups, the Support Line or Support Mail. These  

services provide support, coping skills and  

information – and most importantly help people who 

are in distress to know and feel that they are not alone 

in their experience. For more information about the 

groups https://www.aware.ie/support/support-

groups/ and all of our services on www.aware.ie 

 

Lumen Dominican Centre Online Courses 

The programme is truly ecumenical, seeking to promote the 

dialogue between faith and culture and acknowledging the  

giftedness of other religious traditions. In this way, Lumen  

fosters the development of all its participants and enables them 

to undertake various forms of service or ministry in Church and 

society. There are  a number of online modules that we are 

offering this term.  
 

the website.  For more information Email: 

 info@lumenop.ie or visit www.lumenop.ie 

https://hospicefoundation.ie/education-training/bereavement-training/workshops/
https://hospicefoundation.ie/education-training/bereavement-training/workshops/
https://www.eventbrite.ie/o/irish-hospice-foundation-31883804183
https://www.eventbrite.ie/o/irish-hospice-foundation-31883804183
https://www.aware.ie/support/support-groups/
https://www.aware.ie/support/support-groups/
http://www.aware.ie/
mailto:info@lumenop.ie
http://www.lumenop.ie/

