
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
       Balally Parish                  

  
21st  March 2021                         Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 

 

The Deep End:  We should like to see Jesus’ 
Those poor Greeks. Did you notice that they never actually get to meet Jesus? At the start of today’s gospel, some Greeks 
who are followers of Jesus come to Jerusalem. They are travellers, outsiders, and would like to meet Jesus in person. But 

when Philip and Andrew relay the request, Jesus begins to talk about how his ‘hour’ is coming. It is the last we hear of the 
Greeks, who disappear from the story altogether. But they are important nonetheless. Firstly, they indicate that word about 
Jesus is spreading. More importantly, they prompt Jesus to reveal that, when his hour comes, he will draw ‘all people’ to  
himself. In the space of a few short verses, we go from a brief mention of a group of foreigners seeking Jesus, to Jesus  

making it clear that his saving mission is for all people, of all nations, both Jews and Gentiles – including these Greeks!  
There is no suggestion from Jesus that some groups are ‘in’ and others ‘out’. All are included. All are invited. All are 

 welcome. I remember once hearing someone describe their home as a domestic church, a place of ‘indiscriminate  
welcome’. As we continue our journey through Lent and soon into Holy Week, we listen carefully to these words of Jesus.  
He came for everyone. He wishes to draw all people to himself. Notwithstanding the current restrictions on gatherings and 
public worship, let us take this time to reflect on the world we would like to build when things open up again. Are we open 

to everyone, including ‘outsiders’? Do our homes, parishes and communities radiate welcome, 
 where all who enter experience God’s love? 

‘For some, the good news is that there are insiders and outsiders and they are the insiders. For others, the good news is 
that there are no outsiders.’ (Rachel Held Evans)   Tríona Doherty: Email trionad@gmail.com 

Parish Office Open Hours:                      

Tuesday to Friday  9.30am – 2.00pm.                                                 

Tel: 01-2954296,                                                  

Email: parishofbalally@eircom.net   

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

     Co– Parish Priest: 

Fr Peter Byrne:                                                 

Tel: 089-4824671                                           

Email: Fr.PeterFrancisB@gmail.com              

Fr Dermot A.  Lane Tel: 01 2956165 

  Pastoral Centre:   

Tel: 01- 2953095                         

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com 

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

  

Mass Times & Intentions:   
 
 

Sunday 21st March 10.00am 

 Aidan Maguire (1st Annv) Seamus Coughlan/ Ronnie Cooper/ 

Bridie Perry/ Tom Brennan/Brian Kirby & Don McCann/  

Myles Walsh/ Joan Sugrue 

 
Monday: 22nd March (No Mass ) 

 
 

Tuesday 23nd March  (No Mass) 

 

Wednesday 24rd March (No Mass) 
 

Thursday 25th March (No Mass) 
  
 
 

Friday 26th March 10.00am   

Brendan Lande (2nd Annv)/ Lillian Lee/ John Kane/  

Michael Dervan & John Francis Dervan/ Elizabeth Palmer/  

Special Intention/ Special Intention (Get well) 
 

 

Saturday 27th March  7.00pm vigil Mass 
Mary Nagle -  Buckley (1st Annv)/ ( Mallow, Cork)   

Sean & Mary Dillion/  
Brigid Hickey/ Ita O’ Keeffe/ Michael McGee 

 
Sunday 28th March  10.00am (Palm Sunday) 

Paddy Kearns (2nd Annv) Pat McDonough (5th Annv)/  

Seamus McHugh/ Bridie Perry/  

Barbara Leonard/ Mary Vijerberg/ Liam Collins/ Alan McNulty/ 

Special Intention (Job Success)/  

Special Intention (90th Birthday) 

 

Unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 
remains just a grain of wheat; but if it dies,  

it produces much fruit. (Gospel) 
 

Artist :Jean-François Millet  
Woman Baking Bread  

mailto:parishofbalally@eircom.net
http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/032121-YearB.cfm#main-content


Other Church Services:  

Holy Day Masses:  Vigil 7.30pm; 
10.00am ,1.10pm 

Confessions: Saturday after 10.00am Mass                

Baptisms: Second Sunday of every month    

View the Live Broadcast of our  

services  
Go to www.balallyparish.ie/balally-goes-live/ 

for a live streaming of our liturgies… 

The Rosary: is recited every morning at                  
9.40am before 10:00 am Mass. All Welcome. 

Eucharistic Adoration  with prayer and  

reflection - is held here in the church every Friday morning 
after the 10.00amMass                                                                                        
 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00a.m, 
6:00p.m 
.(Youth Mass) Mondays to Fridays: 
 10:00am.                                                                               
Holy Days: 10.00am and7.30pm.                                                   

Sacrament of Reconciliation :                                                       
after Mass on Saturdays/Confessions by request 

 

          Balally Parish 400 Club 
 

            March Draw will  
        take place on the 27th   

    

   Did you ever think of join 
                   Subscription: €10 per month 

 
 

 

       We would like to remind members of the 400 Club to  
continue leaving their subscriptions into the  

Parish Office. As we are still under level 5 Covid-19  
restrictions it is proving difficult to collect at doors and 

payment into the Parish Office  
is a great help and very much appreciated. 

 

 

Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 

Get well 

knowing that someone really cares helps 

healing along its way, so we hope all our  

Parishioners who are sick or housebound    

feel better and keep improving, day by day.  

 We keep you in our thoughts and prayers. 

    Readings for next Sunday  
 

    28th March (Palm Sunday)  
 

   At the Procession with Palms: 
   Mark 11:1-10 or John 12:12-16 
   First Reading: Isaiah 50:4-7 
   Responsorial Psalm 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24  
   Reading II: Philippians 2:6-11 
   Gospel: Mark 14:1-15:47 or 15:1-39 

 

THE GOSPEL   John 12:20-33 

I am troubled now. Yet what should I say?  
‘Father save me from this hour’ ?Jesus, 

     You are 
troubled now 

 
by unclean water,  

by friends being trafficked. 
by racial injustice, starving children  

and all the dying from a  
virus and deluge of  

drugs and  
guns. 

What can we say 
but, 

we call your name. 
We beg you to be with us now. 

Help us right the wrongs, not counting the cost,  
and become abundant  

fields of wheat 
for you 

 
Fifth Sunday of Lent – March 21, 2021 

For all those being called to the priesthood, diaconate and 
 consecrated life, that they may deepen their faith in Christ 
who calls them to glorify God in a profoundly personal way 
through their vocations, we  pray to the Lord.  
 

“I am the resurrection and the life...whoever believes in Me 
will have eternal life.” Do you feel called to nourish others 
in their faith in Christ, as priest, deacon or in consecrated 
life?  The gift of a vocation is discerned through prayer and 
grace. Speak to your local priest or Diocesan Vocations Di-
rector, or email the National Vocations Office: email:  
 info@vocations.ie 

 

 Our forgiving God   
“Anyone who loves her/his life loses it; anyone who hates 
her/his life in this world will keep it for the eternal life.”   

At first glance that statement from Christ in this Sunday’s 
Gospel is hard to take. But it is God’s wisdom, and we must 

listen to it. It’s really about our priorities. If our  
priorities are all just about the here and now and our own 

gratification we will lose everything. If we set our sights on 
what God wants for us we will gain far more than we ever 

imagined possible and what God wants for us is love, peace, 
joy, freedom, full life - all of which can only be gained by 
giving ourselves fully to one another. Marriage and family 

life are the two great schools for learning self-giving.   
In marriage each person has to deliberately choose 

what is good and best for their life together. In family 
life parents especially have to constantly give of  

themselves. That is how people grow to maturity.          

Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

 

 Age Action are offering five hours  
 tutoring, remotely, to anyone who 
needs  support using their smartphone, 
tablet or laptop. Covering topics like how to set up an 
email, how to download an app, how to use video calling 
to see your loved ones etc. For more information, please 
call 01 4756989 or email gettingstarted@ageaction.ie 
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mailto:info@vocations.ie
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ly 

    

 

This is a small voluntary charity putting all their 

efforts into the funding of life saving equipment 

for   “The New Children's Hospital” when 

 building is complete Koins for Kids collects out of date and 

damaged currency and one and two cent coins. They are open to 

any donation none is too big or small. To date they have raised 

over €100,000. If you have any coins or foreign currency which 

can be repatriated please leave into the Parish Office. 

                      Sympathy 

         We extend our heartfelt sympathy  
        to the Family and friends of  

      Betty Brady: Wedgewood 
William (Liam Dunbar): Wedgewood 

             

               May they rest in the peace of Christ 

 

Balally Parish  
continue to host Lenten Night 
Prayer,  every weeknight of    
  Lent starting at 8pm. 

 

The 2 part reflection "A Celtic Lenten Journey - Harp, Voice and 
Violin" prepared by our resident musicians Sarah Lane and  

Kerrie O'Connor, together with harpists Mary Louise and Teresa 
O'Donnell, is now fully online and can be viewed  

on the following links or see balallyparish.ie 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bu8GDvSUZ_Y 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cGiFqCswp90 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On March 25, we celebrate the Solemnity of the  
Annunciation of the Lord. The Annunciation of the Lord  

refers to the time when the angel Gabriel visited the Blessed 
Virgin Mary to tell her that she would be the mother of the  

saviour. Mary was the first to hear and believe that God would 
do what he promised the world. She also discovered that she 
would play a special role in God’s plan for salvation. Jesus 
would be formed in her womb, and she would care for him. 

Please visit the website of the Dublin Diocesan  
Liturgical Centre for a comprehensive range of  
Liturgical Resources www.litmus.ie 

 

      2021 The Year of St Joseph 
 

  Memorare to St. Joseph 
 

Remember, O most pure spouse of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary, my great protector, Saint Joseph, that no one ever had 

recourse to your protection, or implored your aid without 
obtaining relief. Confiding therefore in your goodness, I 
come before you. Do not turn down my petitions, foster  

father of the Redeemer,  but graciously receive them.  
 

St. Joseph, 
just and true, with a father’s care 

you raised the child Jesus, 
and with a husband’s love 

you shared your life with Mary, his mother. 
I entrust myself to your care and place in your hands these  

requests of mine. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bu8GDvSUZ_Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cGiFqCswp90
https://www.dublindiocese.ie/liturgical-resources/www.litmus.ie
http://litmus.dublindiocese.ie/


 

afia 

 

 

CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team to-

day on 01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 

T H E  

L E O P A R D S TO W N  

I NN 

    Advertising 

If you would like to  advertise in the Parish  

Newsletter please contact  the Parish Office on  

01– 2954296 

 

WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

    Share your bread 

 

 

Our  

Beautiful  

St Patricks Day 

Altar who most 

people didn't get 

to see on the day  

because of  

problems with 

the Webcam, 

Thankfully all is  

resolved now. 

Thank you to all 

who  

took part in  

decorating the 

Altar.  

 

How can I  actively participate in the  
Holy Week Liturgies? 

Here are some suggestions: 
1.Prepare your sacred space Use a lid of a biscuit 
tin or a plate  and place the following items/Holy 
Week symbols on it: 
  

A small evergreen branch,       Palm Sunday 
A piece of bread or biscuit,              Holy Thursday 
A cross (you can bind two little  
twigs together)         Good Friday 
A stone                   Holy Saturday Morning 
A candle          Easter vigil 
A piece of purple ribbon or cloth     Good Friday 
A piece of white ribbon or cloth      Easter Sunday 
An Easter Egg/treat  
 

2. Pick a green branch 
3. Make your own cross (pick up some twigs  on your daily walk bind  
it in the form of the Cross fix with blue-tack or tinfoil) 
4. Pick up a stone from your garden or from your walk, you will need  
it for the special “Harrowing of Hell” on Holy Saturday Morning.  
In Easter week you can place it on the grave of a loved one. 
5.Place the cross in a prominent position on Good Friday, drape a  
purple cloth around it. 
6. On Thursday after the 20.00 Mass the Blessed Sacrament  
(the Altar of repose) will be in the window of the Church till midnight 
7. Make or buy a beautiful white candle for the Easter Vigil: it can be 
decorated with flowers, 4 nails can be placed close to it as a reminder 
of the ‘wounds’ that the priest will insert into the Paschal Candle, a 
clear recipient with fresh water. The purple draping on the cross can 
be replaced with white. 
8. The Easter Egg (you probably don’t need instructions for its use!) 


