
Church of the Ascension of the Lord 
                       Balally Parish                  

      
 

19th September      Twenty  Fifth  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

 
 

The Deep End:   O Welcoming the Child 
In today's gospel Jesus is instructing those who will follow on from him and carry on his work for future generations.  

He took a little child and said to the disciples, 'Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and whoever 
welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.' As we continue our journey through the Season of Creation,  

we are reminded of Pope Francis' words in Laudato Si - On Care for Our Common Home, where he challenges us to reflect: 
'What kind of world do we want to leave to those who come after us, to children who are now growing up?' (Laudato Si, 160). 
In the context of the environmental crises our world is facing, how are we welcoming the generations to come? Pope Francis 
does not hold back when referring to the challenges: 'We may well be leaving to coming generations debris, desolation and 

filth' (LS, 161). We know that climate change and the biodiversity crisis are driving so many problems in our world at  
present. 'Climate change is a global problem with grave implications: environmental, social, economic, political and for the 

distribution of goods. It represents one of the principal challenges facing humanity in our day.' (LS, 25). Yet our pace of  
consumption does not ease. Young people are standing up and calling governments and world leaders to account, rightly  

concerned about their future.  During this Season of Creation, we must pray for our world, and act. How can we restore our 
common home and ensure that our world is liveable for the generations who are coming after us? Can your parish explore 
becoming an Eco-Parish, setting up a care for creation team, turning church grounds in areas which promote biodiversity? 

There is so much we can do, and no action is too small. We must listen to the cry of the earth and the cry of our young  
people. 'The one thing we need more than hope is action. Once we start to act, hope is everywhere. So instead of looking for 

hope, look for action. Then, and only then, hope will come.' - Greta Thunberg. Jane Mellett o mellettj@gmail.com  

Parish Office Open Hours:                      

Tuesday to Friday  9.30am – 2.00pm.                                                 
Tel: 01-2954296,                                                   
 

Email: balallyparish@gmail.com  
 

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

          Fr Dermot A.  Lane  

             Tel: 01 2956165 

  
  

            

Pastoral Centre Tel:012953095                          

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com  

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 
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Mass Times & Intentions:  

 

Sunday 19th September 10.00am Mass 

Sean King (Months mind)/ Gavin Mee (3rd Annv)/  

Joan Brereton (8th Annv)/Peggy Dooley (22nd Annv ) 

& James & Mary Monaghan (22nd Annv)/ 

Amy Corbett/ Rosaline Rice (30th Annv)/ 

 
Monday 20th  September (No Mass) 
Tuesday 21st September (No Mass) 

Wednesday 22nd   September  (No Mass) 
Thursday 23rd  September  (No Mass)    

 

Friday 24th September  10.00am Mass 

Mary O’ Connor/ Kay O’ Dowd & Kenneth Lindsay/ 

Special Intention (Get well) X 2/ 
 

Saturday  25th September  7.00 pm (Vigil Mass) 

Michael & Bridie Condron/ Paul Kelly / 

Eileen Murphy/ Special Intention (Get well) 
 

Sunday 26th September 10.00am Mass  

Mary O’ Connor/ Special Intention (Get well)/  

Denis O’Brien/ Brian Courtney/Josephine Ryan/ 

John Murtagh/ Mary Carei 

 

“Whoever receives one child such as this in my name,  
receives me; and whoever receives me, receives not me but 

the One who sent me.” (Gospel)  
 

Anthony van Dyck 
Suffer Little Children to Come Unto Me 

c. 1618–20 

http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/091921.cfm#main-content


 

           

                 Balally Parish 400 Club 
            

                       September draw will take  
                    place next weekend  

 

    Did you ever think of joining    
                  Subscription: €10 per month 

 
 

If you would like to Subscribe  
please ring the numbers below. 

 
 

        I 
 

Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 

  

 Get well 
Knowing that someone really cares 
helps healing along its way, so we 
hope all our Parishioners who are sick 
or housebound feel better and keep 
improving, day by day. We keep you 
in our thoughts and prayers 

Readings for next Sunday 26th September  
Twenty Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Reading I: Numbers 11:25-29 
Responsorial Psalm: 19:8, 10, 12-13, 14 

Reading II: James 5:1-6 
Gospel: Mark 9:38-43, 45, 47-48  

 THE GOSPEL     

     Mark 9:30-37 

If anyone wishes to be first, he shall 
be the last of all and the servant of all. 

Who is greatest? 
Who is first? 

Jesus, 
you were born in a stable 

needing everything, 
having only 

 life. 

Then you were on the cross, 
needing eveything, 

having no 
life. 

 

Yet 
you are 

 greatest of all. 

You taught the disciples 
as you journeyed through Galilee. 

Teach us. 

To love you. 

 To care for your children, to serve your poor, 
to welcome the immigrant, 

to free the prisoner. 
 

Lord, we ask you, 
give us only 

your   
  grace.   

      Church Services:  
 

Baptisms: From Thursday 5 August,  

 Baptism services may proceed. However, they must follow 

all protective measures and social gatherings afterwards 

should be avoided.  

(Here in Balally we have a waiting list which will take  

priority . We will be delighted to accommodate  

everyone who enquires about Baptisms accordingly.) 
 

Balally Parish Mass Times:  Friday 10.00am, 

Saturday 7.00pm (Vigil Mass) Sunday 10.00am 
 

View the Live Broadcast of our services  

Go to www.balallyparish.ie for live streaming of our 
online Masses 
 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Mon—Fri  10.00am  

Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        

Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00am                                            

Christ, the Son of God   
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘If anyone wants to be first  

he/she must make himself/herself least of all and servant of 
all.’ Whoever said that religion is the opium of the people  

obviously never read the Gospels because if opium was nearly 
as difficult to take as some of the things that Jesus said there 
would be very few people taking it!  and yet the truth is that 

only his way works. We all want to be first in so many  
different ways. We can see people in every sphere of life  
going around puffed up with their self-importance, often  

putting others down in order to keep their position. It is the  
opposite to the way of Jesus and can never lead to lasting  

happiness. This week again we are invited to practice putting 
other people first, especially in our marriage, families and 

communities and know the joy that this brings. 
Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

In the beginning …  

An invitation to join in conversations that 

•   speak to us from the origins of our faith and  

•  support us in deepening our own relationship with     God 
today. 

Details of this 9 week journey,  

listening to and engaging with various  

characters from the Book of Genesis,  

will begin on the 6th October at 7.30pm  
 

Dates: 6th, 13th, 20th, 27th October,  
3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th November and 1st December 2021. 
 

Times: 7.30pm – 8.45pm 

All sessions will be via Zoom.  

Cost: There is no charge but you may wish to donate to our 
Hope VII  project which supports pastoral work in  
Amazonia. For more information please  
Email :  theresefitzgerald7@gmail.com 

 

The monthly outdoor collection for the  

 Society of St Vincent DePaul  

will take place after Masses next weekend  

             25th & 26th September 2021 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/092621.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/092621.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/092621.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/092621.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/mark/8?27
mailto:theresefitzgerald7@gmail.com
https://www.google.ie/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiB8fKZ24HhAhUJjqQKHfbNA-YQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.svp.ie%2Fhome.aspx&psig=AOvVaw1ezPpd4F7EQlDvca5Vye60&ust=1552655659087027
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CATERING TO FAMILY EVENTS AND  

FUNCTIONS FOR EVERY OCCASION 

Get in touch with our events team today on 

01  2889189 or email 

events@leopardstowninn.ie 
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WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

THE  
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Suggested Practical Actions for Parishes / Families during the 

Season of Creation 2021 “For we know  

that things can change!” (Laudato Si’, 13)  
 

 

Discuss with / write to your local TD to express your concern  

on Ireland’s record on addressing the climate crisis. Check out 

www.onefuture.ie for some ideas.  
 

 Can we help to conserve and protect water in our area? Water 

 is the source of life for all living things. Can we restore a local  

Holy Well? Take a pilgrimage to a local Holy Well. See 

www.lovingsisterearth.com • 
 

Get in touch with local Environmental Action Groups such as 

Men’s Sheds or Tidy Towns and/or organisations such as  

Trocaire, Friends of the Earth, World Health Organization, 

Medecin sans Frontieres, etc.  
 

 

Use cloth bags for shopping; Bring/Use your own containers 

when possible.  
 

Check for and then avoid microbeads in products.  
 

Refuse packaging – Avoid - Reduce - Re-use – Recycle - Upcycle  
 

Check the new recycling list www.recyclinglistireland.ie  
 

Organise a recycling workshop in your parish/community 

www.voiceireland.org   
 

 

Participate in a beach, stream, 

river, park, street, area, road 

clean-up.  
 

 

 

Be Part of the Solution to  
 

PLASTIC POLLUTION &  
THE CLIMATE CRISIS 

 

• Always carry your keep cup/refill bottle  
 

• Conserve and reduce energy and water use  
 

• Take shorter showers.  
 

• Add thermostats to your radiators and put on extra    

clothing  rather than turning  up the heat.  
 

• Switch to natural/eco-friendly cleaning products  
 

• Use a local refill shop.   
 

PARISH 

• Plan to avoid single use  plastic  

 

• Use Fairtrade products at Parish celebrations. 

• Have a recycling policy: Check Ireland’s official   

 guide to managing your waste www. mywaste.ie  

• Put Think Before You Flush signs in parish toilets   

   www.thinkbeforeyouflush.org  

• Consider an energy audit of your parish buildings.  

 Check  www.seai.ie for advice/help  

• Get involved in a community litter pick.  

Together … let’s restore ‘Our Common Home’  



 

 

 
 

A poem for Papatūānuku – Mother Earth by Ngāti Hine/Ngāpuhi writer Nadine Anne Hura, 
and recently shared by Jacinda Ardern, Prime Minister of New Zealand…. 

 

                               Rest now, e Papatūānuku 
     Breathe easy and settle 
     Right here where you are 
     We’ll not move upon you 
            For awhile 

     We’ll stop, we’ll cease 
    We’ll slow down and stay home 

Draw each other close and be kind 
Kinder than we’ve ever been. 

I wish we could say we were doing it for you 
as much as ourselves 

But hei aha 
We’re doing it anyway 

It’s right. It’s time. 
Time to return Time to remember 

      Time to listen and forgive                              
      Time to withhold judgment           Sift grains between fingers 
    Time to cry                          Gentle palms 
   Time to think      Time to plant 
   About others      Time to wait 
   Remove our shoes     Time to notice 
   Press hands to soil      To whom we belong 
                              

For now it’s just you 

And the wind 

And the forests and the oceans and the sky full of rain 

Finally, it’s raining! 

Ka turuturu te wai kamo o Rangi ki runga i a koe 

Embrace it 

This sacrifice of solitude we have carved out for you 

He iti noaiho – a small offering 

People always said it wasn’t possible 

To ground flights and stay home and stop our habits of consumption 

But it was 

It always was. 

We were just afraid of how much it was going to hurt 

and it IS hurting and it will hurt and continue to hurt 

But not as much as you have been hurt. 

So be still now 

                        Wrap your hills around our absence 

                  Loosen the concrete belt cinched tight at your waist 

                    Rest. Breathe. Recover. Heal  

                        And we will do the same. 

                             Nadine Anne Hura, 23 March 2020 

https://www.facebook.com/nadineannehura

