
         Church of the Ascension of the Lord                   
   Balally Parish           

 

  12th December 2021          
Third Sunday of Advent           

Parish Office Open Hours:                      

Tuesday to Friday  9.30am – 2.00pm.                                                 
Tel: 01-2954296                                                  
 

Email: balallyparish@gmail.com  
 

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

                  Fr Dermot A.  Lane  

Tel: 01 2956165 

Pastoral Centre Tel:012953095                          

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com  

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

 

 

 

 

Mass Times & Intentions:  

 
 

Sunday 12th December (Third Sunday in Advent) 

Margaret Wilks (4th Annv)/  

Lochlainn Ó  Catháin (21st Annv)/ 

John Roberts (25th Annv)/  

   Deceased members of the Burke Family/ 

  Deceased members of the Arthur Family 
 
 

Monday 13th  December 10.00am Mass  
Jane Keating/ James, Margaret & Kevin Sheridan/ 

Carmel Duggan/Mairead Donovan 
 

Tuesday 14th (No Mass)  
Wednesday 15th December 10.00am Mass 

 

Vincent Russell (14th Annv)/ Colman Mannion/  

Julie McCormack– Hannagan/ Anne Harper 

Special Intention (Senior Family) 

Thursday 16th  December (No Mass) 
 
 

 

Friday 17th   December 10.00am Mass 

Rody Egan& Myra York/ Liam Doyle/  

Special Intention( Birthday Remembrance)/  

 

Saturday  18th December  6.00 pm (Vigil Mass) 
Peter Maher/ Sean & Mary Dillon/ Betty Byrne 

 

Sunday 19th December 10.00am Mass 

Betty Byrne (Months mind)/  Colin O’ Brien (2nd Annv)/ 

James McMahon (9th Annv)/ Seán Whelan(13th Annv)/ 

Andrew Watt (17th Annv)/Peter Maher/ 

Special Intention (John Kane Birthday Remembrance) 

Special Intention  

               (Barbara Murphy Birthday Remembrance) 

 

Seeing your Life through the Lens of the Gospel 
 

‘What should we do’? The common thread in John’s answers was to encourage his questioners to be other - centred  

rather than self– centred, each in the context of their own circumstances. In your experience what difference has it made 

for you when you changed your attitude in this way.? John told the people in a direct and honest way what they should 

do. Perhaps you have had friends who did not beat about the bush but have told you honestly what  they  thought about 

your behaviour when you asked them? In gratitude recall such friends. The humility of John comes out in this passage, 

happy to acknowledge that he only had a minor role to play in relation to the Messiah. At the same time, he was enthused 

by his mission to ‘proclaim the good news to the people’. What difference has it made for you when you were able to see 

the good in yourself, and use your gifts without having to score by portraying yourself as greater than someone else? 
 

John Byrne osa Email: jpbyrneosa@gmail.com 

 

I Baptise you with water, but someone is 
coming, someone who is more powerful than 
I and I am not fit to undo the straps of his 

sandals 

http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


 

       The Coffee dock is open after  
        Mass every Sunday and is run  
                    by Parish Volunteers.  

                Do drop in for cuppa and chat.  
If you are interested  in  

volunteering  please Contact the Parish Office on 
012954296 

         Church Services:  
 

 

Baptisms:  Baptisms will take place second 

Sunday of every  month from January 

2022. For further enquires please contact the Parish  

Office on 012954296 
 

Balally Parish Mass Times:  From 4th December 2021 

Monday 10.00am Wednesday 10.00am Friday 10.00am. 
 

Saturday 6.00pm  (Vigil Mass) Sunday 10.00am 
 

View the Live Broadcast of our services  

Go to www.balallyparish.ie for live streaming of our online 
Masses 

 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Mon—Fri  10.00am  
Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00am                                            

 

 

Readings for next Sunday 19th  December 2021 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 
Reading I: Micah 5:1-4a 

Responsorial Psalm: 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19 
Reading II: Hebrews 10:5-10 

Gospel: Luke 1:39-45  

                         

   A word from Fr Jim 
 

In the weekend when we greet  
  Archbishop Farrell , it is a good time to reflect     
     on our spiritual journey as we walk  
                 from Advent to Christmas. 

 
For me, it’s been a transition from life in the monastery to 
a return to pastoral ministry.  I loved my time in America.  
I could happily have stayed. Yet I felt the strong call of the 

Lord to come home. This has been reinforced by my  
appointment to Balally.  

I have a deep sense of peace and a realisation that this is 
exactly where God wants me to be.  

What a blessing it is to have  
Fr Dermot as my brother, co worker and guide.  
What a blessing to be with such a welcoming,  

generous people. 
 

In Mepkin I had the privilege of leading a very balanced 
life…prayer, community, stability, balance, all lived in the 
framework of Cistercian life and the Rule of St Benedict. 
I have become more and more aware of the challenge in 

the recent days, since I have come to live in 312  
St Columbas,  (my names was Fr Columba in the  

Monastery) of finding a way to live a monastic/ pastoral 
life in Balally. The years in the monastery are not just 

pleasant memories but part of my DNA. 
 

Whilst in America I was graced to have an extraordinary 
spiritual director, Sr Ann Billard. She guided me in my 
discernment to return home .We talked this week of my 

finding a way to live my new reality. With her usual  
insight , she advised me to begin to find a way to live a 
monastic life in the city WITH my new parishioners. 

 Let’s see how together we can build a more contemplative 
parish, a monastery without walls. TOGETHER. 

 
The first stage of that journey is to begin to introduce you 

to some aspects of monastic life which might have  
relevance to the parish. Let’s begin that in prayer.  

On Sunday 19 December I invite you to join me in the 
church for “ An Advent hour from the monastery with  

Fr Jim”. It will take place from 6pm to 7pm. It will include 
meditation, silence, music and a short talk from  

Caroline Stratton. I’m hoping we can have a live link with 
one of my brother monks in Mepkin Abbey. 

 
This is about our spiritual journey together. It’s not about 
navel gazing . The vision I have is brilliantly summed up 

by Benedictine nun, Sr Christine Vladimiroff “  
Monastic spirituality teaches us we are on a journey. 

 

The journey is inward to seek God in prayer and silence. 
Taken alone, we can romanticise this aspect of our life…
But to be monastic  there is a parallel journey, the journey 
outwards. We live in a community to grow in sensitivity to 
the needs of others…The monastery or the monastic parish 
is a centre to come out of and invite others in. The key is to 

maintain both journeys, the inward and outward… 
prayer and service “ 

 
We are blessed in Balally to have our own extraordinary 

Wisdom Elder, Fr Dermot. 
I look forward to you joining me on Sunday 19th from  

6 to 7 pm 
 

God bless   
 

Fr Jim   
 

                     Sacrament of Baptism 

                           We Welcome                

        Kenna Tubbert 
   Who was Baptized into the  

Christian Community in this Church last weekend 

        Sympathy 

          We extend our heartfelt sympathy  

       to the Family and friends of   

   Josie Grace  

May she rest in the peace of Christ 

  

 

Health is Wealth  

We pray that all our Parishioners who are 

sick or housebound feel better and keep  

improving, everyday . 

We keep you in our thoughts and  prayers 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121921.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121921.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121921.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/121921.cfm#main-content
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WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

 

 

 

                         

                     Balally Parish 400 Club     
                    

      Did you ever think of joining    
                 Subscription: €10 per month 

 

 

 
If you would like to Subscribe please contact 

                     I 

          
  Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 

    

ADVENT MORNING  

     PRAYER  
 

Advent morning prayer  

Every weekday morning   

9.00am Monday– Friday  

 these gatherings offer a 
quiet  space for  preparation for the  celebration of the  
coming of Christ at Christmas.  

 
 

 

 

Third Sunday of Advent  

Our focus on the 3rd week of Advent this year is  

‘Waiting in Hope’. Advent is marked by a spirit of  

expectation, of anticipation, of preparation, of longing . 
 

This week’s task is to Notice – Take 10 minutes at the end 

of the day to see the signs of Hope all around you.  

(You may want to look at your life journey.) In prayer ask 

God to bring to mind experiences that day, whether large or 

small, through which you have sensed genuine love,  

genuine care, genuine compassion. People might come into 

your memory, or places where you felt welcomed and  

restored, or particular events. Write down a word or  

sentence in your journal/notepad that captures that time, 

without going into details; as the next memory comes write 

something down about that and so on, so that you end up 

with a long list of moments or memories. Most of these 

points of connection will be ordinary, everyday things. 

When you’ve finished spend some time looking at your 

completed list. Reflect with God about the shape love 

takes: how love practically expresses itself and brings 

Hope. Be open to be surprised  

Thought for the week  

Plug into your parish/Faith Community. We draw strength 

and hope from our community of faith! Every parish/faith 

community has Advent and Christmas liturgies and  

celebrations (like the daily Mass liturgies, Services,  

Worship, Advent Reconciliation services, etc), and they 

also have other seasonal activities. Engaging in them as a 

family (if possible) will help you keep Christ in the centre, 

and it will also help you to help others to keep Christ in the 

centre. Never underestimate the support you give to others. 

You are building up your community of faith by  

participating in these liturgies and activities!! Why not see 

how you can get more involved? Find out if there is a 

group or ministry you could bring your gifts to.  

Take the risk!  

Prayer for the Week Lord,  

I put my trust in you, I rest my hope in you. Keep my mind 

focused on you, my heart filled with you  

& outstretched to you,  Amen 

        THE GOSPEL 
           Luke 3:10-18 

The crowds… tax collectors…  

soldiers… asked John the Baptist, 

“what should we do?   

What 
should we do 

 to ready our hearts 
O Lord for your coming? 

Your Baptist says we must 
give away our coat, 

share our food, 
make justice 

for all. 
 

Lord, 
 

 baptize us with the fire of your Holy Spirit 
burn the chaff from the wheat. 

gather us into your kind 
and loving arms. 

Warm our 
hearts to share your 

    love with everyone. .            

.A day of festival   

The people asked John: ‘What must we do?’  This question 

was in the context of John’s proclaiming the Good News of 

the coming of Christ. As we prepare for Christmas this year 

what a good question that is for all of us. ‘What must we 

do?’  If you are a parent, give time to your children rather 

than just giving them all the costly presents that you are 

planning. If you are married, give your wife/husband the 

gift of your attention and affection rather than spending all 

that time apart at Christmas time. If you are young, give 

some of your time and energy to those in need rather than 

just looking for what you can get. If you are at odds with 

someone, make it up. If you are in bad form, change for the 

sake of those close to you. And for all of us, what we must 

do is put Christ at the heart of  

Christmas and have a wonderful time.  

Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/3?10


 

 

 

It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas   

in the Parish Centre.  

 

                       VOX HIBERNIAE 

Our resident musicians Sarah and Kerrie and their group  

Vox Hiberniae have put together a 20 minute reflection  

contemplating the life of St John of the Cross with  

Harp, Voice and Strings from the Carmelite Monastery on  

Roebuck Road. It can be viewed at the following link from 

the 12th of December onwards.  

                               https://youtu.be/R2YGDeZ0haE 
 

Or go to the news section of the parish  

website and click on the video to enlarge and view  

 

   CHRISTMAS DUES ENVELOPES 

The Christmas Dues Envelopes are now available  

In the Church Porch and Parish Office. 

We would like to thank all who contributed to Summer and 

Easter dues and who continue to give so generously. 

https://youtu.be/R2YGDeZ0haE

