
               Church of the Ascension of the Lord                   
             Balally Parish           

 

23rd January  2022  
Third  Sunday in Ordinary Time   (Sunday of the Word of God)       

Parish Office Open Hours:                      

Tuesday to Friday  9.30am – 2.00pm.                                                 
Tel: 01-2954296                                                  
 

Email: balallyparish@gmail.com  
 

Web: www.balallyparish.ie  

                  Fr Dermot A.  Lane  

      Tel: 01 2956165 

     Fr Jim Caffrey 085 267 6189 

                                                     

Pastoral Centre    Tel:012953095                          

Email: balallyppc@gmail.com  

Web: www.balallyppc.ie 

 

Mass Times & Intentions:  
 

Sunday 23rd January 10.00am  

Betty O’ Neill (4th Annv)/  

Frank Montague (10th Annv) & 

 Barbara G Murphy (19th Annv)/ 

 Frank O’ Connor (20th Annv) Dermod Toomey/ 

Jim O’ Connor & Brian Dickenson/ 
 

Monday 24th January 10.00am Mass 

Aiden Carragher/ John Keating (30th Annv)/ 

Special Intention (Get well)/  

Special Intention for (Terry O’ Farrell) 
 

Tuesday 25th January (No Mass) 
 

Wednesday 26th January 10.00am Mass  

Oliver Mannion/Ann Fennelly/ Eoin Fitzgerald/ 

Special Intention (Get well) 
 

Thursday 27th January ( No Mass) 
 

Friday 28th January 10.00am Mass 

Liam Collins (1st Annv)/ Martin & Eta Mannion / 

Joseph Doyle/ Special Intention ( Get well) X 2 
 

Saturday 29th January 6.00pm  (Vigil Mass) 

Betty Byrne/ Kevin Whelan 
 

Sunday 30th January 10.00am Mass 

Fr Sergio Arturo Cordova Paez (LC) (1st Annv)/ 

Amy Lalor (5th Annv)/ Frank Gaynor (60th Annv)/  

Martin & Mary Kavanagh/  

Tom Brennan/ Special Intention (Get well for Nan Burke) 

 

 Seeing your Life through the Lens of the Gospel 
 

The scene in the synagogue marks the launch of the public ministry of Jesus in Luke. Jesus was filled with the Spirit and 
sent. He came bursting with a message to communicate. When have you had the experience of being enthused by something 

in that way? Who have been the people you met who had that kind of enthusiasm? 
.  His message was addressed to those who were poor, oppressed, blind, or captives. Who are these today? In what ways have 
you been, or are you, among these? How has the message of Jesus been good news for you, freed you, given you new sight, 

or revealed God’s favour to you. The message Jesus had was one of liberation and he told his listeners that it was being  
fulfilled even as they listened. It is being fulfilled even as we hear it NOW. If this does not resonate with you right now, 

when has the gospel given you an experience of liberation? 
This is the Sunday of the Word of God, the word that gives life. The written word of God is not always easy to understand. 

What has helped you to be more at home with the Bible so that you could find there encouragement, hope, inspiration, 
 meaning and purpose in life? John Byrne osa Email: jpbyrneosa@gmail.com 

 

 St Luke: I too have decided, after investigating  
everything accurately anew, to write  it down in an  

orderly sequence for you 
(Gospel) 

 

St. Luke, by Simone Martini, ca 1330s 
(Tempera on wood)  

http://www.balallyparish.ie
mailto:balallyppc@gmail.com
http://www.balallyppc.ie


               
                 The Coffee dock is open after  

              Mass every Sunday and is run  

                    by Parish Volunteers.  

                Do drop in for cuppa and chat.  

                          If you are interested  in  

volunteering  please Contact the  

Parish Office on 012954296 

         Church Services:  
 

 

Baptisms:  Baptisms take place second  

Sunday of every month. For more 

 Information please contact the Parish Office on 

012954296/ Email: balallyparish@gmail.com 
 

Balally Parish Mass Times:  

Monday 10.00am Wednesday 10.00am Friday 10.00am. 
 

Saturday 6.00pm  (Vigil Mass) Sunday 10.00am 
 

7.00pm Mass Holy Days 
 

 

View the Live Broadcast of our services  

Go to www.balallyparish.ie for live streaming of our online 
Masses 

 

St Mary’s Sandyford, Mass times:  

Mon—Fri  10.00am  
Saturdays: Vigil 6.00 p.m.                                                        
Sundays: 9:00 a.m., 11:00am                                            

 

 

Readings for next Sunday 30th January 2022 
Fourth  Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Reading I: Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19 

Responsorial Psalm: 71:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 15-17 
Reading II: 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13 or 13:4-13 

Gospel: Luke 4:21-30  

                                   
 

       
             A Word from Fr Jim     

The country was gripped with emotion by the recent 

tragic murder of Ashling Murphy. Ashling was  

everyone’s sister, daughter, teacher.  

Over the years I have seen incredible primary school 

teachers who form our young people in values, not least 

in faith. We have wonderful teachers in  

Balally, dedicated, loving people like Ashling. 

 

Ashling came from my mothers home parish.  

My cousins husband renovated her first violin.  

Her funeral was celebrated in St Bridget’s Church, 

Mountbolus. My parents were married there. 

 

Ashlings death is a challenge to all of us men.  

How do I treat women? How do I speak to and about 

women? Is there anything I need to change, to repent 

for? This is not to demonize men but to challenge us to 

work together so that women feel safe and of course 

there is the Church. How can we continue to treat  

women as second class citizens? 

 

The use of social media needs to be reassessed too.  

An innocent man was named and shamed. Others have 
experienced less dramatic exposure. 

 
We have all learned lessons from Ashlings tragic death. 
Thanks to all who organized and attended the beautiful 

vigil here in our Church last Sunday (250 people).  
May the beautiful Ashling Rest In Peace . 

 

On a totally different issue,  Covid has led to a collapse 

in church collections in all the parishes of the diocese. 

It’s the same here in Balally.  In 2019 the two 

 Sunday collections brought in 81 k, 2020 it dropped to 

36k  and the 2021 figure was 19 k. Several parishioners 

have spoken to me about the need to reorganise  the  

collections. With this in mind we had a helpful 

discussion at our recent meeting of the Parish Finance 

Committee. It was decided that Fr Dermot and I should 

gather the stewards for a short meeting. We owe our 

stewards a great debt of gratitude for their sterling work 

during Covid. So let’s meet for one hour next  

Thursday 27 January at 7pm in the church to decide 

how best to reorganise the collections.  

New stewards / collectors welcome. 
 

With love 

Fr Jim 

 

 

Good News to the poor   

Jesus read from the scroll: ‘He has sent me to bring 

the good news to the poor, to proclaim liberty to  

captives, and to the blind new sight, to set the  

downtrodden free, to proclaim the Lord’s year of  

favour. Then he said: ‘this text is being fulfilled today, 

even as you listen’. This is surely the clearest  

statement about the purpose of the Church and of our 

part in it that could be made. We don’t just have a 

faith that is for us to make us comfortable. We have a 

power to transform the world we live in and living our 

faith is about doing just that. Our homes are to be 

places where each person finds healing and  

affirmation. The same has to be made true of the faith 

community we belong to. It is time to move away 

from a sense of duty in regard to our faith and move 

into a sense of adventure for the Kingdom of God. 
 

Johnny Doherty, C.Ss.R. 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/013022.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/013022.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/013022.cfm#main-content
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/013022.cfm#main-content
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WE’RE HERE WHEN YOU NEED US    TEL: 01 2932828 

 

 

This is a small voluntary charity putting all 
their efforts into the funding of life saving  

equipment for    
     “The New Children's Hospital”  

when building is complete.  
Koins for Kids collects out of date and  

damaged currency and one and two cent coins. They are 
open to any donation none is too big or small. To date they 
have raised over €100,000. If you have any 
coins or foreign currency which can be repatriated please 

leave into the Parish Office. 

 

                         

                       Balally Parish 400 Club                      
          January  Draw will take place 29th       

                Did you ever think of joining    

                      Subscription: €10 per month 
 

 

If you would like to Subscribe please contact 
                     I           

     Ph: 087 2577651 or Parish Office 012954296 

 

  Catholic Schools Week will be celebrated in 

schools across the island of Ireland from  

Sunday 23 January – Sunday 30 January.  

The theme for Catholic Schools Week 2022 is  

‘Catholic Schools: Living Life to the Full’.  

As we adapt to the many challenges and changes that the 

COVID-19 pandemic has caused, we are given the opportunity 

to reflect on the things that give our lives meaning. For some, 

 it is family, friends, community sports or hobbies. For  

Catholics, it is God’s love and wish for us to know and love 

him that gives life ultimate meaning. Jesus Christ is the  

revelation of this love, realised through his life, death and  

resurrection. In response to this, we reflect upon how  

Catholic schools are communities where we live life to the full. 

Every Catholic school fosters the holistic development of its 

students, promotes their wellbeing and encourages them to 

learn and nurture their talent and skills. Each child has the  

potential to change the world for the better making it a kinder, 

more inclusive and more welcoming place. This week, we  

celebrate the gifts and talents we have in following Jesus’ 

teaching. This year, we celebrate how we are called to be  

communities of faith and resilience, through our thoughts, 

words and actions. In doing so, we follow the words of Jesus  

in John’s Gospel: ‘I have come that you may have life, and 

have it to the full.  

The daily themes for Catholic Schools Week 2022  

are as follows.  

 

 Monday 
Living life to 
the full With 

God 

Tuesday 
Living life to  

the full  
together 

Wednesday 

Celebrating 
Being  

Together again 

Thursday 
 

Living life 
In wonder  
and Awe 

Friday 
Living life and 

Facing the 
future 

 THE GOSPEL 
Luke 1:1-4; 4:14-21 

He has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. 

Jesus, rise, 
spread out the scroll  

like Ezra, your priest-scribe    
and declare to 

the people 
and to 

us 

that God is in our 
midst this 

day.  

Oh earth, 
 you are holy now. 

Holy Spirit,  
touch our being and our doing. 

Let us 
 feed and shelter the poor, 

welcome immigrants, 
free the prisoners, 

fix climate 
crisis. 

Brush our days, 
with grace. 

Health is Wealth  

We pray that all our Parishioners who are  

sick or housebound feel better and keep  

improving, everyday . 

We keep you in our thoughts and  prayers 

 

Marino Institute of Education 
 

Marino Institute are offering a course on The Acts of the 

Apostles : The Church Then and Now. Starting from the 

25th January. Cost: €150 Dates: 25th January &  

1st , 8th , 22nd February 1st, 8th March.  

Tuesdays 7– 9.15pm. 

Apply now: 087 4508549 or mary.gao@mie.ie 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/1?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/1?4


 

 

Vigil Mass which was held on Sunday 16th January @ 4.00pm 

here in Balally for Ashling Murphy. 

A book of condolences for Ashling is available at the back of the 

Church for signing after Masses  and will be given to  

Ashlings family.  

         

        SUNDAY OF THE WORD OF GOD 

 

This year will mark the third celebration of the Sunday of the Word of God, which was 

instituted by Pope Francis on September 30, 2019. The Sunday of the Word of God seeks 

to highlight the presence of the Lord in the life of men and women. God really walks with 

us and is present through the Word, inspired by the biblical story of the Disciples of  

Emmaus who, while on their way, revisit the Scriptures with the Lord, allowing  

themselves to be taught and enlightened.  
 

Pope Francis is passionate about the Word of God. He has declared a special Sunday dedicated to the Bible.  

All of us are invited to respond imaginatively and actively to this new Feast. He opened their eyes 
 

"Consequently, I hereby declare that the  

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time is to be devoted to the celebration, study and  

dissemination of the word of God. This Sunday of the Word of God will thus be a  

fitting part of that time of the year when we are encouraged to strengthen our bonds 

with the Jewish people and to pray for Christian unity. This is more than a temporal  

coincidence: the celebration of the Sunday of the Word of God has ecumenical  

value, since the Scriptures point out, for those who listen, the path to  

authentic and firm unity." 

Pope Francis 

30 September 2019 (The Feast of St Jerome) 

THE WONDERFUL WORLD 

Great, wide, beautiful, wonderful 

World, 

With the wonderful water round 

you curled, 

And the wonderful grass upon   

your breast, 

World, you are beautifully dressed. 

The wonderful air is over me, 

And the wonderful wind is shaking the tree 

It walks on the water, and whirls the mills, 

And talks to itself on the tops of the hills. 

You friendly Earth, how far do you go, 

With the wheat-fields that nod and the rivers 

that flow, 

With cities and gardens, and cliffs and isles, 

And people upon you for thousands of miles? 

Ah! you are so great, and I am so small, 

I tremble to think of you, World, at all; 

And yet, when I said my prayers to-day, 

A whisper inside me seemed to say, 

"You are more than the Earth, though you are 

such a dot: 

You can love and think, and the Earth cannot!" 

by William Brighty Rands  

 

HOW DO WE MAKE THE WAY WE  
CELEBRATE THE EUCHARIST MORE 

APPEALING TO YOUNG PEOPLE AND THE NOT 
SO-YOUNG 

Was held at 7.00pm 19th January (Fr Dermot) and can be seen  
online in recordings and is on our Website.. 

www.balallyparish.ie 

 
NEW FAMILY OFFERING BOXES ARE 

NOW AVAILABLE  FOR COLLECTION IN 
THE CHURCH PORCH 


